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Sir JOHN CHARDIN 
THROUGH 


MINGRELIA and.GEORGIA into PERSIA. 


EESED ERE SEES HH 
CHAP, VII, — 


Sir John-Chardin Jeaves Perfepolis, and pro- 
ceeds to Zji-raes, or Schiras; and from thence 
to Laer. Some Obfervations ‘on the exceffive 
feat of this Country in Summer. He arrives at 
Gambroon. | 


Meta ae N the 19th of February J left Per- 
O zi Jepolis, after having ftaid there five 
ce xx days, and then proceeding nine 


xxxxnxxxnx leagues, the next morning reached 


Schiras, the capital of the province 
of Fars, and one of ‘the greateft and moft 
confiderable cities in Perfia. It is fituated be- 
tween the mountains in“a plain between feven 
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6 Sir Joun Cuarprn’s TRAVELS. 
and eight leagues in length, and about four in 
breadth ;.in as fine and as fertile a {pot as 
imagination can conceive. 

‘The city, which is about two leagues round, 


is. not furrounded with walls, for they have — 


been fuffered to fall to ruin; but the gates, 
which remain entire, are large, ftrong, and 
covered.with iron plates. Of thefe there are 


four, opening to the four cardinal points, 


[ The city begins to bz feen a little beyond the 
mountains, which are then to be left soo 
paces to the right; after this you difcover a 
great number of cyprefs-trees, with a wall cut 


water falls like a torrent after great rains. 
The road between the rocks is deep and nar- 
row. This is fituated tothe right, and has a 


wall of earth on the nght and left but much 


impaired on ohe fide. ° It is about 300 paces 
in length, and joins to the gate, which is 
five paces wide at the entrance, and enlarges 
into ten as you advance. When you have 
paffed through this gate, which 1s very large 
and lofty, you come to a narrow paflage bor- 
dered with buildings, moft of which are in 
ruins, and the gardens that are filled with 
cyprefs-trees are run to decay. At the diftance 


of 1500 paces from the gate, in the middle of Hil 


the way is a bafon 72 feet in length, and 46 
in breadth, lined with ftone. On each fide is 
a wall in the form of ahalf-moon, with feats 
under alcoves, and on the left a mofque, that 
extends 100 paces in front. Ninety paces 
from thence is a ftone bridge of four arches 

7 over 


out of the rock, from whence a ftream of §)), 
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over the river Roetgore. On the other fide of 
which the way extends to one. of the oldeit 
gates of the city; a building much impaired, 
that ferves at prefent for a bazgr. It is vault- 
ed, and extends to the length of eighty paces. 
It affords a paflage into a great ftreet, on the 
left fide of which is a burying place and a gar- 
den, with feveral edifices on the right. This 
{treet reaches to the heart of the city, ]* which 
is almoft covered with gardens. \he great 
{treets are bordered with trees ; thefe are their 
principal ornaments ; for there are not many 
grand bazars, nor fine baths. At the end of 
the ftreet juft mentioned, are feveral others 
full of fhops, which crofs each other to the 
right and left. The coffee-houfes are {pacious 
enough, confifting of {caffolds built over the 
running water, to give them the greater cool- 
nefs. As to the mofques, there are nine more 
fumptuous than the reft, and befides them 
about 300 more, that ferve for chapels. [tn 
the heart of the city is a large edifice, the front 
of which refembles that of a mofque in its 
portals, and two fine towers; but the upper 
. part is impaired. This ftruéture is a public 
college, where the fciences are taught. 
However, moft of the buildings of the city 
are in ruins, and the ftreets fo narrow and 
dirty, that they are hardly paffable in rainy 
feafons ; and in feveral places paflengers are 
obliged to bend their bodies in order to walk 


* The paffages enclofed between crotchets thus 
[ },, are abftraéted from Mr. Le Bruyn’s Travels. 
, under 
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8 Sir Jorn Cuarvin’s TRAVELS. 

under the arches before the houfes, efpecially 
in the quarter inhabited by the Zews. The 
ftreets are alfo made extremely offenfive by the 
many neceflary houfes in them, which render 
the air very difagreeable. The jackals not only 


. infeft the burying grounds, but often commit 


great diforders in the city, and in the night- 


time make difmal howlings that refemble an 


human voice. } 
The public gardens at Schiras, which are 
about twenty, are extremely delightful; the 


trees are the largeft of the kind perhaps in the 


whole world; thefe are planted without order, 
and the foit enamelled with flowers, which are 


in the greateft plenty, and. of the brighteft 
colours. In the King’s garden to the fouth 


of Schiras, I obferved a tree, the trunk of 
which was eight yards round. The inhabi- 
tants, from the great age of this tree, con- 


ceive the higheft veneration for it ; they go to 


pray under its fhade, and tie chaplets, amu- 
lets, and pieces of their cloaths to the boughs. 
The fick, or others for them, come there to 
burn incenfe, to fix‘lighted candles to it, and 
to perform other fuperftitious ceremonies, with 
the hopes of recovering their health. There 
are throughout Perfa, many trees thus fuper- 
{titioufly revered by the people. 

About a quarter of a league to the eaft of 
Schiras ig the tomb of Sheik Sadz, one of the 
moft celebrated Perfan authors in profe ‘and 
verfe, who lived about 400 years ago, and 
whofe works contain the fineft morals. On 
one fide of his tomb is alarge octagon ee 

the 
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through MINGRELIA info Persian 8 =—§s 
e water of which is moderately warm, and 
mtains plenty of fith eonfecrated to the Sheik $ 
t the common people imagine, that if any 
srfon takes them, he will be punifhed with 
dden death: but though I was feveral times 
Schiras, I never went thither without having 
good plate of thefe frfh with the Carmelite 
iars, with whom | always lodged. 
On the famefide of the city, by the corner of 
mountain, are the ruins of an ancient cattle, 
d at fome diftance from it a convent of 
ervifes, near which are two deep holes in 
e ground. The mouth of one of them is 
bur feet and a half round, and it is of an un- 
ithomable depth. I was told, that on throw- 
ig a large ftone into it, one might diftin¢ctly 
speat the Lord’s prayer, before the noife 
ade by its falling ceafed; and this I found 
> be true by trying the experiment three times 
cceffively. 
A league beyond thefe ruins, you fee the 
mains of an ancient bnilding of ftone and 
arble, which, notwithftanding the folidity 
f the ftruéture, and the durablenefs of the 
aterials, is greatly decayed. It is a {mall 
emple* 38 or 40 paces round, fituated on the 
eclivity of a mountain,’ with three gates, 
hich are ftill pretty entire, opening to the 
orth, fouth and eaft, They are eleven feet 
igh and three broad; on the fides of each 
} the figure of a woman done in relief as big 
s the life, refembling thofe at Per/fepolis. The 


-erfians call this place Mador Sulemon, that is ~ 


the 


0 «= Sir Jonn Cuarpin’s TRAVELS ~ 
- the mother of Solomon ; they pretend, that fh 
built the temple, and came thither to pay he 
devotions. Bizarus relates, that a tomb 1 
found there infcribed with Hebrew characters 
but I faw no fuch thing, and am perfuade 
that thefe opinions are very ill founded. 

[To the north-weft of the city is a pans 2 
ful. avenue extending to the King’s. garden 
which is 95 paces wide, and 966 in enge’ 
On pafling through the lodge at the end ¢ 
the garden, you come into another beautifi 
avenue bordered with cyprefs-trees; this j 
620 paces long, and twenty broad, and 1 
covered over in the middle with flowers. Ye 
there fee a delightful houfe furrounded with i 
fine canal. At each corner of the building! 
a {quare fountain, that mingles its ftreams with 
the water of the canal. This houfe is {pacious 
and in the middle of it is a grand hall coveret 
with a dome, filled with niches both withit 


and without. This beautiful avenue is bore 


dered on each fide with 72 lofty cyprefs-trees, 
one of which is 22 palms in circumference 
We have given a view of the avenue and hall 
in the print. Behind the houfe is anothe 
avenue bordered with cyprefs and fenna-trees 
equal in extent to that of the others. . Thi 
is called Barg Siae, or the Royal Garden.] 
The fertility of the country about Schiras i 
very furprifing. It produces the fineft horfes 
and the bet paftures. The fheep are fo fat, 


that their-tails weigh eighteen ortwenty pound 
- : | suns weight 
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ight*. As to the fruits, the pomegranates 
2as large as the head of a new born child: 
it the beft fruit is the grape, of which there 
2 three principal forts; one very {fmall, 
ich is {weet and delicious, and the feed fo 
inute and tender that it can fcarcely be per- 
ived : the great white grape ; and a large red 
ape, the bunches of which weigh twelve 
thirteen pounds. Of this grape alone 
ey make the excellent wine diftinguifhed 
the name of the wine of Schiras, which, 
r its fine colour and the richnefs of its 
fte, is efteemed the beft, not only in Perfa, 
t throughout the eaft. It indeed does not 
eafe at firft, it appearing to me rough ; but 
hen one has drank it a few days, one can- 
ot held preferring it to all others; and 
d thofe who are ufed to it can relifh no . 
her wine. 
As the. ufe of wine is prohibited by the re- 
pion of the country, none have the liberty 
making it without the King’s privilege, 
dthe permiffion of the Governor and In- 
dant. At Schiras, the people alfo make 


hempie-water and oil, preferves and pickles. 


On the 24th I left Schiras, where I had 


mecged in the monattery of the Carmelites, who 


lve a very civil reception to all the Europeans 
ho come to them, without diftinétion of na- 
on or religion, and thankfully take whatever 


* See an account of the | ote of Sheep. with 


tge Tails, in Dr. Ruffel’s Defcripticn of Aleppo, 
ol, XIII. of this Work, Chap. III. p. 94, 95. 


any 
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any one gives them in return for their hofpits 
lity. We proceeded five leagues, the greate 
part through the fine plain in which Schiras. 
fituated, and lodged at a ruinous caravanfe 
at the foot of a mountain. 

Two days after, I took up my lodging at 
earavanferai named Kafer, fituated by a tow 


of the fame name, that has feveral hund 


houfes, and a great number of gardens, 
which is plenty of the moft excellent fruits, : 
peaches, nectarines, figs, and dates. Th 
town is fituated on the bank of a river th 
runs by,in a deep hollow. | 

On the 27th, I proceeded feven leagues, an 


the next day reached ¥arron, a town confiftir 


of 350 houfes, moft of them built of dat 
wood, which are the only large trees t 
row in its neighbourhood. ‘This town is r 
markable for the manufac¢ture of felt bonnet 
and for akind of camblet : but is more pa 
ticularly famous for its dates, which af 
efteemed the beft in the world. -The adjacen 
country abounds in water, brought thither b 
fubterranean canals, : 
The next day we proceeded three league 
over the mountain of Yarroa, which is tl 
moft rugged and ftony of any I have feen i 
Perfia; in paifing it we frequently came t 
the brink of moft frightful precipices, whe 
the road is only fecured by a ftone wall tw 
feet high. The defcent is the rougheft I ha 
ever feen, it being covered with large ftone 
and rocks, among which our horfes coult 
fcarcely fix their feet, : : 
Or 


‘ 
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_ On the firft of March we paffed a mountain 
not fo high as the former, but the road was 
even more painful and dangerous, efpecially on 
defcending it, when we were obliged to walk, 
for fear of breaking our arms and legs, the 
horfes not being able to keep their feet. Half 
way down the defcent, is a bafon covered with 
large trees; the rock-water is here coo! and ex- 
cellent. We lodged at a large and handfome 
caravanferai, before which runs a brook fhaded 
with orange, pomegranate, date and other 
trees. | | 
There we ftaid to refrefh ourfelves after the 
fatigue we had undergone, and on the third 
of March continued our journey. We pro- 
eeded over feveral plains and mountains, and. 
on the sth arrived at Laer, the capital of the 


da of the fame name, and not above a 


undred years ago, the principal city of a king- 
dom alfo of the fame name. It is fituated be- 
tween the mountains in 29°. 46 north lat. in 
m2 fandy country rendered barren by the heat 
of the climate. [The houfes for the moft part 
are very high; but the moft beautiful of all 
hebuildings is the bazar erected with {tone ia 
the middle of the city: it is arched over, and 
jggull of fhops, and is 216 paces in length. At 
whe end of the bdzar is a fine {quare, and be- 
low the gate is a place in which the city mufic 
plays. Oppofite the bazar is a large building 
hat has a fine entrance: this ftructure belongs 
mmo the Khan or Governor. The caftle, which 
s entirely built of ftone, ftands on the fummit 
ofa high rock. ‘The avenues to the city re- 
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1} — ,femble a wood, the land being covered with 
palm, orange and citron- -trees, which almoft 
fhroud the city from the eye. ] 

On the 7th of March I fa out from Laer at 
three in the afternoon, and paifling by the vil. 
lage of Cherco‘, which.is full of gardens, ar- 
| rived at Gormouth, a town, which, with its 
| gardens, confifting chiefly of date- trees, was 
a league in length, and beyond. the town 
groves of thefe trees extended as far as the eye 
could reach. ‘he inhabitants of Caramania lh 
Défirta retire. d iring the jummer, into thefe my 
woods to fhelter themfelves from the heat, i 
which in that feafon is infupportable, as 19: 
found in the year 1677, whenI paffed through HM 
i this country at the end of Auguft : for then 

, the wind was fo hot, even in the night, that 

| 1 was frequently obliged to turn afide my 
t horfe and to cover my face with my handker- 
i} chief, to avoid the blafts that could no more 
i be endured then flame.. I was once reduced 
i to the neceffity of throwing myfelf from - my 
| horfe and lying with my face to the earth to 
| avoid the fcorching vapours; but found that 
1 thofe which arife from thence were even. ftil 
i more fuffocating. In the day I was obliged to 
continue naked in a caravanferai, from nine in 
the morning till four in the afternoon, feated 
or lying on a fkin of Rufia leather, not only 
| On account of the heat; but becaufe water in- 
| ceffantly flowed from my body in fweat, in 
fuch.a manner that I could neither read nor 
write, and every thing I took in my hand was 


immediately wet. I had taken two camels at 
| Laer 
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through MINGRELIA into PERSIA. 16 
Laer with my ufual baggage, the one to carry 
water, and the other provifions ; becaufe the 
country was deferted, and really for twenty- 
five leagues, that is, from Gormouth to Cowree 
von, I did not fee a fingle perfon, every body 
being then retired into the woods of date-trees, © 
or intothe mountains; and as the dates were 
Renin. the people lived on almoft nothing» 
elle. ‘Lhis fruit is nourifhing, and where-ever 
it grows there is a certainty of finding water. * 
It is to be obferved, that the land which bears — 
dates is always fandy, and that at twelve or fif- 
teen feet beneath the furface, water is to be 
found ;: the people therefore dig pits, and thofe 
that are laft dug have always the beft. water. 

_ 1 remember, that performing this journey 
five years before, I happened to lofe my way, 
and ramble into the mountains: I thought my- 
felf loft; and expeéted never to return. Hay- 
ing wandered part of the night, I laid myfelf 
down at the foot of a tree, holding my horfe 
by the bridle, and waiting till it was light. 
When the day.came, I difcovered a wood of 
date-trees at two leagnes diftance, where be- 
ing arrived, I found I had advanced fix leagues 
on my way, and a collector of the taxes con- 
ducted me to the road. I never fuffered fo much 
in my whole life; the morning appeared to. 
bring: fome coolnefs with the dew, but the 
heat returning with the fun, at firft confumed 
this {mall humidity, and affected me fo vio- 
lently, that I could not even fweat, it feem- 
ing to burn and dry up my very entrails, 

aoe. 


My 
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‘My horfeftopt at every ftep, not having ftrength 


to advance; but what prefled me molt, was 
my not being able to keep either my mouth or 
my eyes Open, on account of the exhalations 
trom the earth which rofe to my face, like gutts 
of flame pouring from the mouth of ‘a lighted 
oven. I alfo obferved two circumftances in 
thefe regions during the heat of fummer}; 
the one is, that the fields are entirely burnt 
up, and there arifes through the whole night 
and morning vapours excited by the heat of the 
earth, which cover it in fuch a manner, that it 
cannot be difcovered at fifty paces diitance, it 
perfectly refembling a fea, or fome great lake 
inacalm. ~ : 

On the gth I proceeded fix leagues through 
a mountainous and ftony country, where are 
neverthelefs many itreams of rumning water, 
efpecially in {fpring: thefe are very clear; but 


‘great care muft be taken not to drink this wa- 


ter, it being almoft as falt as that of the fea, 
which proceeds from the land over which it 
paffes; for this land is in fummer white with 
the falt that covers it. We ftopped at Zangwe- 
delan, where there are two caravVanferais, with 
cifterns. This place is between two very high 


mountains, a quarter of a league diftant from 


each other. One of the Caravanferais has a 
bafon of running water ; but it is blackifh, and 
not fitto drink; yet is brought by a grand 
aqueduct to this. caravanferai, whence it takes 
#s courfe towards the oppofite snountain, 


through. which it paffes by a canal’ cut im the 


rock, 300 paces in length. 
On 
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On the 12th we reached Coure/toon, a village 
hat abounds in dates, and akind of wild 
ums. The inhabitants cultivate tobacco, 
nd fow great quautities of a kind of grain 
alled Zoura, which grows in bunches fome- 
that like the ears of Judian corn, on canes 
ight or nine feet long. Of this they make 
read, which is of a reddifh colour: they alfo 
ake it like rice. 


nt This day | met on the road a great Lord 
he amed 4/; Kouli Khan, who was returning 
tom his government of Gambroon, in order to 
J o toa province in Perfa, given. him by the 


hah. He had a grand train: his wemen, 
ith all that belonged to them, were carried 
n 80 camels, 40 mules, and 20 horfes. His 
wn retinue and effeéts were conveyed on 
vice as many camels, and mules. Many ot 
e peafants fied from the villages of the road, 
br fear that_his men fhould take their provi- 
ons by force. : 
On the 12th, as-I was preparing to fet out 
five in the evening, 1 obferved that the, 
r was darkened, as when the fky Is covered. 
ith clouds, and confidering’ that this could. 
ot be the cafe, I recollected that thefe clouds 
Mpniifted of locufts ; and indeed as they pafled,. 
prodigious number of thofe deftructive in- 
cts fell to the ground: they were the largeft 
had ever feen, and fo heavy, that they could 
ot rife again. The peafants gathered them as 
ley fell ; and told -me, that in this teafon 
ch clouds appear almoft every night; hav- 
g gathered, they dry and falt them, after 
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_ fame time, the one on one fide, and the othe 
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which they live upon them, and fell them tq 
each other very cheap, as they are their com. 
mon food. : 
This day we proceeded five leagues in 4 
very level country; but through moving fands 
into which the horfes funk. After advancing a 
league, we paffed by a {mall village abound, 
ing in date-trees and running water: the in- 
habitants I found there cutting their corn ; and 
as I had feen the people about Per/epolis fow 
ing the land about three weeks before, I could 
not help thinking it very remarkable, that I 
fhould fee people fow corn after the middle o 
February, and reap it before the middle 
Mareh following. This has happened.to 
feveral: times in my journeys in Pefa in 
like {pace of three weeks. I have feen then 
ploughing in one place; two days after the pec 
ne have been fowing wheat; ina few days 
aye feen the blade begin to-{prout up out « 
the ground; then advancing farther, I- haw 
feen the green corn; then it has appeared 1 
ear, then ripe, then cut, and then threfhed:1 
deed the Empire of Perfa is fo fituated andi 
extenfive, that it has fummer and winter at tl 


Rie 


. on the other. : 
The next day I fet out at two in the mo 
ing and reached Gambroen, or as it is called! 
the Perfians, Bander Abafic, or the Port 
Abas. Gambroon is fituated to the fouth-ea 
ward of Schiras, as that town is of I/pahea 
The diftance between this place and the lai 
mentioned city is computed at 183 “or 


through MINGRELIA into Pesta, 
but thefe leagues are very long, and the moun- 
ains, with the badnefs of the roads, render 
the journey very tedious, : 

The houfes of Gambroon are built ‘fo near 
the water, that in a high fea they are wafhed 
by the waves. It is fituated between the 
iflands of Ormus and Ki/mis, the one to the 
left and the other to the right ; and the coat 
of Arabia being bordered by high mountains, 
may alfo be feen-in a clear day to the right, 
at 20 leagues diftance. Three leagues behind 
Gambroon are alfo very high mountains, which 
are far from being barren, they being covered 
with trees and abounding with water, The 
territory belonging to Gambrcon is, however, 
dry and fteril, it confifting of a moving fand. 
The town is furrounded by a wall on the land 
fide, and has two {mall fortrefles. The houfes 
are- computed at 14 or 1500, one third of 
which are Indian Gentoos or Idolaters, a few 
Fews; the greateft part are Perfiaas, and the 
reft Engtifb, French and Dutch, belonging to 
their refpective companies, The Governor of 
the province ufually refides there, and not at 
the capital, which is called Neris, and 1s ten 
days journey from thence: he has a pretty 
large and commodious palace at the end of 
the town, at the greateft diftance from the fea, 
built with ftone brought from the ifle of Or- 
mus, and all the houfes have flat roofs. | 
. This town has no port, but the road is as 
large, good and fafe, as any in the univerfe ; 
however, it has one great inconvenience, which. 
is, that the veffels that flay there during the 

3 {um- 
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fummer, are fubjeét to be greatly damaged by 


. being eaten with the worms. ‘lhe fhips lie at 
_anchor in four or five fathoms water, in as fe- 


cure a fituation as if they were in a bafon. © 
_ The water of Gambroon is very brackifh, and 
drank by none but the poor: it is taken out 


of pits dug three fathoms deep in the fand. | 


‘The common people drink the water of Mines, 
a village at the diftance of a league from the 
port; and the people in eafy circumftances 
drink the water of Jf, a large and fine vil- 
lage fituated at the foot of the mountains. __ 

As to the air of Gambroon, it is extremely 


| difagreeable and unhealthy; the wind almof 
throughout the year changes four times a day. 


From midnight*to break of day it blows from 
the north, and is cold: from break of day till 
ten or eleven o’clock in the morning, it blows 
from the eaft; and is alfo cold: a fouth wind 


arifes about three o’clock, which is hot, it pro- 
_ ceeding from the fea: this changes to the weit | 
at fun-fet, and blows hot till midnight. Thefe 


fudden changes of the air from hot to cold 
produce many difeafes, that are extremely fa- 
tal to foreigners: the moft common of which 


are the dyfentery, the bloody-flux, and malig- 
nant fevers.* 


* See a farther account of Gambroon, with refpeét 
to its latitude, the conqueft of the place by the Ezg- 
lifo, and the privileges granted them by Shah Abas, 
in Vol. IX. page 93- 


Pro- 


through M1inGRELIA into PERSIA. ~ 2f 


Provifions are here very dear, “and in great 
enty, particularly fifh, which are brought 
hore frefh, night and morning: they fome- 
imes catch antelopes and partridges; but the 
natives live chiefly on milk and plants, of 
yhich there are here all forts. As to: fruits 
hey being brought from a great diftance, can- 
jot be had very cheap; the moft common are 
nectarines, quifices, citrons, oranges, pomegra- 
hates, figs, melons, apples, pears, nuts, al- 
nonds and grapes of feveral kinds. 

On the 13th of March the principal perfon 
longing to the French company took me with 
lim to dine with the Governor, who enter- 
ained us with great magnificence after the 
"erfian manner; that is, we had mufic and 
lancing, and amongft the reft a young-Jzdianz 
ofture-mafter. Theentertainment lafted five 
hours. It began at ten o’clock with a flight 
preakfaft: dinner was ferved up.an hour after, 
t which the Governor and fome of his guefts 


f frank to excefs. No body was forced to drink; 


jut fo many healths were propofed, that it was 
ieceflary to drink a great deal. Sword{fmen 
nthe Eaf accuftom themfelves to drink wine 
fter our manner; for when the healths of the 
Wings of France and Perfia, with thofe of 
he principal perfons prefent, were drank, 
hey were.accompanied with the difcharge of 
he cannon of the fortreffes, with thofe of the 
_— palace, and of the veffels in the 

oad. 
I had not been long at Gaméroon before the 
adnefs of the climate affected all my men, 
who 
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was defpaired of : I however recovered ; reach 


ny 


who were taken very ill, and I myfelf wai 
much difordered, when being informed of th 
danger of our being foon carried off if we 
ftayed there, I refolved to return to //pabe 
without waiting any longer for a veflel I ex 
pected from Judia, 1 therefore fet out; but 
was taken fo ill at Tanguedelan, that my life 


69 J/pabax, and {oon after returned to Europe, 


ANEW. 


INTRODUCTION. 


S the reader -has followed: Sir Fohn Char- 

[\ dintoGambroon on the mott fouthern con- 
ines of Perfa, it will be naturally expected that 
‘e fhould now proceed to a defcription of the 
taf Indies : but it is proper firft- to remind the 
ead2r, that a great part of this tafk is already 
erformed, We have given an account of the. 
anner in which thofe countries were difco- 

ered by the P ortucu fe Admiral, De Gama* ; 
ind of the profecution of thofe difcoveries by 
De Cabral+. ‘The reader has feen the firtt 


* See vol. VIII. page 1---§3- +t Ibid. 54---81. 
rom thefe two voyages, tic reader has obtained fome 


nowledge of the por:s of Melinda, Calicut, and 
ochin. 


voyage 
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voyage of the Exgii/h to thofe feas under Cay 

tain Lancaffer*, and the firft voyage made thi. 
ther by the French under Commodore Beare 
liex}. He has been entertained with the dif 
trefles endured by Sir Henry Middleton at Mi 

cho, in the Red Seaf{, and under Mr. Grofe 

voyage to the Haft Indies, he has feen a con 
cife account of all the fettlements of the Zp. 
lifh Eaft India Company§. On the other hand 
the Author of Commodore Roggwein’s voyage| 
has furnifhed us with an account of all the fet 
tlements of the Dutch, and of the whole my 
{tery of the {pice trade. From him we have 
not only defcribed the fpice-iflands; but all 
places in the. Eaff Indies to which the Dztch re- 
jort for the fake of commerce. And in fhort, 
from Laval, we haye given a very particular 
account of the Maddives|\ |. But this is not all, 


the circum-navigators have frequently giver 
us occafion to defcribe remarkable places omit: 
ted by other travellers, and from Dampier,* 

Woodes Rogers}+, and the ingenious Writer of 
Mr. An/on’s voyage round the world} {, we have 


* See vol. VIIL. page 88---121. In this and the 
_ following voyage, the ifland of Sumatra, and Ache 
its capital, are particularly defcribed. : 
+ Ibid. 122---220. | 
t See vol. IX. pag. 1. 
; Ibid. 72. 
| Ibid. pag. 97. 
| || See vol. X. page ¢. 
* See vol. VI. page 65---108. 
tt Ibid. page 187---183. 


$+ Vol. VII. page 149---161, 174, 1756, 200, Gt. 


given 
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given very entertaining defcriptions of man 
laces, which, tho’ not yet reforted to for 
he fake of commerce, are well worthy of ~ 
he notice of the curious. 

Thus as we have already defcribed the prin- 
ipal iflands, nothing now remains but to 
vive a defcription of the continent of Judia, 
and fome of the neighbouring kingdoms.* 


} ot OE AP A 
Dfindoftan, or the Empire of the Great Mogul, 


with a particular account of the Climate, Soil, 
Animals, Vegetables, the Manners and Cuftoms 

of the Inhabitants: The Mogul’s Court, and 

the Conqucft of that Empire by Shab Nadir. 


) NDOST AN, or India refers is acoun- 


try of great extent, fituated to the eaft of 

Perfia, and is bounded by Yarzary on the 
orth, by the peninfula of Jzdia within the 
ranges, and the bay of Bevga/, on the fouth ; 
nd by /mdia beyond the Gaages on the eatt. It 
s alfo called Moguifan, or the Empire of the 
sreat Mogul. As the Tropic of Caacer runs 
irough the middle of it, the airis excefhively hot; 
owever, in the moft fultry feafon, the rains 


* In thefe defcriptions we chiefly follow Cap- 

in Alexander Hamilton, who from the year 1688 

) 1723, traded and travelled by fea and land to 

lott countries in the Eaft Indies ; from Mai.d flo’s 

ravels, and an excellent work entituled, 4 New 
GRE fory of the Eaft Indie:, ancient and modern. 
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which ufually begin at the latter end of fing 
and laft till about the end of Oéfoder, refref 
the earth and cool the air. When thofe rain 
fet in, a day feldom paffes without terribl 
thunder and lightening; even in thefair feafon 
they have lightening; though without thunder 
for feveral weeks together; but this does m 
harm. All the reft of the.year, except 3 
this feafon, andthe Vernal Equinox, the { 
is clear and ferene, and the earth is refrethet 
with moderate breezes, fo that the morning 
and evenings are inconceivably pléafant. Fron 
the above rains the moft delicious plants {prin 
forth with incredible {peed: Rice being of th 
moft general ufe, is the chief grain cultivate 
here: it is fown in May and June, and gene 
rally reaped and threfhed in the open fields 1 
November and December: but they have alfoa 
good wheat and barley in feveral parts of tl 
kK mpire, as any where in théworld. Their chit 
fruits, befides thofe brought from Europe, 3 
dates, figs, prunellos, melons, pomegranates 
tamarinds, guavas, jaccas, pine apples, mir 
bilons, mangoes, cocoas, fugar canes, peppe 
oranges, limes, 9c. | 
But tho’ the foil is fo rich as to produce 
vaft variety of fruitsand flowers, yet the grout 
is fo light, that feldom more than two oxe 
are ufed in plowing it. ‘There are here num 
bers of fine woods that afford timber for built 
ing fhips, and redwood for dying. Their mu 
berry-trees fupply their filk-worms with fc 
the toddy trees furnifh the inhabitants with! 
quor; andofthe fruit of thecotton treeandco 
te 
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ton fhrub, they make their calicoes, muflins, 
vinghams, ‘Sc. the great articles oftheir cloaths 
ing andcommerce. The country alfo yields 
or exportation, malabar pepper, ginger, fan- 
dal-wood, aloes, gum lacque, cata, camphor, 
indigo, opium, affafoetida, cardamums, borax, 
faltpetre, allum, and fulphur ;‘while the moun- 
tains producejafper, agate, cryfolites, granates, 
amethyfts, rubies and diamonds, 

Here are plenty of wild and tame beatts ¢ 
of the former clafs are the elephant, and the 
rhinoceros, with lions, tygers, leopards, wolves, 
jackals, elkes, apes and baboons, Wild boars, 
deer, antilopes, hares and foxes, fays Mr. Ha- 
milton, are their wild game, which they Hunt 
with dogs, leopards, anda {mall fierce crea- 
turecalled a fhoegoofe. This laft is about the 
fize of a fox, with long pricked ears like a hare, 
and a face like a cat, a grey back and fides, 
with a belly and breaft white. When they are 
taken out to hunt, a horfeman carries it be- 
hind him hood-wink’d, and the deer and an- 
telopes being pretty familiar, will not ftart be- _ 
fore the horfes come very near. He who carries 
the thoegaofe, takes off the hood, and fhews it 
the game, which with large fwift {prings, it 
foon overtakes, when leaping on their backs, 
and getting forward to their fhoulders, it 
{cratches out their eyes, and makes them fall 
an eafy prey to the hunters. The leopard runs 
lm down his game, and often gives the hunters a 
m long chace, as well as the dogs, who will take 
the water when the game betake themfelves ta 


{wimming, which they frequently do, 
Me 
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The fleth of the Zzdiaz hog is reckoned the 
beft butcher’s meat of this country ; efpecially 


that of the wild hogs, of which there are great 
plenty. ‘Thefe not beingthe property of any fin- 
ge perfon, allareat liberty tohuntand kill them; 
0 that tho’ the people have no lands they can 
properly call their own, the privilege they en- 
joy in thofe of the prince is almoft an equi- 
valent, the lion being the only beaft of the 
foreft which the Mogul referves the hunting of 
to himfelf. They have buffaloes, whofe fkin 


is f{mooth without hair; but their flefh is coarfe. 
Towards Perfa and Tartary they have fine 
large fheep with fat tails; but thofe in the 


fouth part of Zdoffan are thin and long fhank- 
ed, with a réddifh hair on their backs inftead 
of wool, and their flefh is lean anddry. The 
natives have plenty of good milk from their 


mr buffaloes and goats; but their beft cream 


will not every where produce butter, the cli- 


mate being in fome parts too hot to bring it to. 


a due confiftence, however, ’tis faid they make 
good cheefein the north part of Jndia. 


They'have here plenty of geefe, peacocks, 
‘hens, ducks, pigeons, plovers, turtledoves, par- 
tridges, quails, parrokeets, &c. but the flefh — 


of their poultry is generally lean and dry. 
Vultures are no where fo common and tame as 
here, which is afcribed to their feeding much 
on the banian-tree. There is a kite here with 
a white head, to which fome are fo fuperttiti- 


 Ous as to pay religious honours. They have 


bats as big as kites, and an exceeding pretty 
bird lefs than a wren, which has ravifhing 
: notes 
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yotes and a beautiful plumage. As the monkeys 
hich abound in the. woods, are its gseat ene- 
nies,.it builds its neft at the extremity of the 
wigs of the trees, whence they hang like a 
uirfe out of their reach. They have alfo ex- 
lient fifh in their rivers and feas. 

The rey me are generally well made, and. 
ave good features; towards the fouth they 
re black, and toyards the north of an olive - 
olour; but the natives have every where black 
ng hair, and black eyes, and hardly any of 
hem are deformed. ‘They are ftrong, acute, 
ave a lively fancy and a good genius. The 
re civil to {trangers,.and profoundly fubmiffive 
0 their Governors ;_ but not remarkable for 
eir courage. The Jndians here are diftinguiffi- 
d into Moors, or Moguls, and Gentoos or origi- 
al Indians and Pagans. The former are a mix- 
reofTartars, Perfians, Arabs, and moft of the 
abometan nations, who having the power in 
eir hands, behave asthe Lords ofthe country. 
he Pagans, who are much the greateft num- 
er, are as polite, as peaceable, as ingenious 
s, |nd as inoffenfive a people as any on the face 
r- @ the earth. Their beautiful chints, and 
fa @Bainted calicoes are drawn by the meaneft of 
y: Mepeople, fromtheir own fancy ; forthe chints — 
as fmd calicoeson the Coromande/ coaft are painted 
ch @ith a pencil: but thofe to the northward are 
th @itinted: however, the dye of ‘neither wafhes 
t. For inlaying in ivory no people excel 
lem. The gold{miths work curioufly in filli- — 
mee, and imitate any goldfmith’s work made 


1 Europe. The builders ufe a cement made of 
D 3 ‘fea- 
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-feasfhells much harder than bricks, and wil} 
terrafs the roof of a houfe, or lay a floor with 
it, that fhall be like one entire ftone, and be 
full as hard. They have likewife as good car 
penters wha exactly imitate the Exgli/b models, 
' The Jndiaas generally wear a white vett of 
calico, filk or muflin, which folds over before, 
and is tied with ftrjngs on either fide. The 
fleeves are.clofe to the arms, and fo long that 
they fit about their wrifts in wrinkles. The 
upper part fits clofe to their bodies ; but from 
the waift downwards it hangs in plaits reach: 
ing below the knee.. They have no ftockings, 
but their breeches reach down: to their heel: 
and they put their bare feet into their flippers, 
Round their waift they wear a {afh, in which 
the better fort haye a dagger. In the nortl 
part of the country they have fhirts open be 
fere, which hang over their breeches, anda 
the winter feafon they alfo wear a cloak Th 
Pagans wear their hair made up in a roll bem 
hind; but the A@oors have. only a fingle lock; 
many of them wear their beards, but fome Have 
only whifkers. The Pagan women have them 
hair adorned with jewels, which they alfo weal 
in their ears and nofes ; they have bracelets omjgs 
their wrifts and ankles, and gold, filver, o 
brafs rings on their fingers and toes ; or if the 
cannot afford thofe of metal, they have thot 
of glafs; The Mahomctan women are almolg 
always veiled, and let part of their hair hang 
on their fhoulders, | | 
The Gentoos are divided into eighty-five dif 
ferent tribes, which do not eat with each other 
eats 
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sach tribeherds together, and thofe of one tribe 
annot marry into another ; they muft purfue 

he trade and profeffion of ‘the family, {5 that 
Idfmith’s fon muft bea goldfmith, and mar- 

a goldfmith’s daughter, and a carpenter’s 
on mutt be a carpenter, and fo of the reft. The 
hief of thefe tribes are the Brachmans, or 

Bramins, who are their Priefts ; and the Raja- 
putes, or Rafbboots, who profefs arms, but do 

ot, like the other tribes abftain from meat, 
ccept it be the fleth of a cow, or of fome other 
beafts which they hold facred. ? 

The Bramins, or Priefts of the God Brama, 
perfuade thofe who are ill, to leave legacies to 
the church, for which they: give a receipt, which 
hey put into the dead perfon’s hand; in this 
ate fays Capt. Hamilton, they draw a bill for ten 
imes the value in the other world on fome e- 
ainent Saint, who negociates fuch bills in pa- 


he radife. They perfuade the vulgar, that their 


dols eat like men, and in order that they may 
be plentifully provided with good chear, they 


tmenake them. of a gigantic ftature, and give 


qthem a.monftrous belly ; and if the people fail 


eafgpn their offerings to thefe idols, by which the 


Bramins maintain their families, they threaten 
hem with the anger of the gods. The peo- 


Mple believe there is fomething fo divine in a 


dif 
er 
a | 


cow, that happy is the man whocan get him- 


nol elf fprinkled with the afhes of one burnt by a 
anga5ramnin ; and they efteem the man bleffed, who 


in the agonies of death can lay hold of a cow’s 
ail: for they believe tranfmigration, and think 


the foulfometimes returns into the body of that 
_beaft, 
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beaft, which they confider as an high honour, 
The fouls of the wicked they imagine enter 
the bodies of dogs, {wine and other unclean 
animals. Hence they abftain from the flefh of 
all’ living creatures,.and kill nothing that has 
life, for fear they fhould difpoffefs the foul of 
a friend or relation of its habitation. .The 
learning of the Bramias confit in their being 
able to read and get by heart fome ancient 
books faid to be written by Brama. : 
There is a religious order among them called: 
Faquirs and Fouges, who make vows of po- 
verty and celibacy, and to obtain the favour 
of Brama, fuffer the moft dreadful tortures,’ 
They contemn worldly riches, and go naked 
except a piece of cloth about their.loins, and 
fome have not even that. A fet of thefe never 
comb nor cut their hair, but delighting in naf- 
tineis, befmear their bodies and faces with afhes,: 
Mr. Hamilton obferves, that he has feen one of 
thefe fitting quite naked under the fhade of a 
tree, andthat a married woman came as a cure 
for barrennefs, to kifs the part which modefty 
ought to have taught him to conceal,’ while: 
he ftroaked her head, and muttered prayers. 
over her. To fuch a degree do thefe pretended 
religious impofe on the.credulous multitude. |” 


The aufterities of fome of thefe are incre- IF 


dible to thofe who have not been eye-witnefles | 
of them. Some ftand for years on one foot, | 
with their arms tied to the beam of a houfe, . 
or the branch of'atree. By this means their 
arms fettle in that -pofture, and ever after be- 
come ufelefs ; and fome fit in the funwith ras 
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aces looking upwards till they are incapable 


f altering the potition of their heads. The 
eople in all thefe cafes making a merit of. 
ceding them. 

Frauds are, however, fometimes practifed ; 
br in the year 1721, One of thefe zealots pre- 
ending to more fan¢tity than his neighbours, 
ave out, that he would be buried alive ina 
rave ten feet deep, and-that he fhould appear 
t Amadabat, at about200 miles diftance, with- 

fifteen days. ‘The grave was dug, and go- 
ig in, he had fome reeds placed about a foot 
f two over his head, toprevent the earth falling 
1. A large jar of water ftood under the fhade 

a great tree, about ten or twelve yards from 

e grave, where a good number of Faguzrs 
ad for fome time taken up their quarters, and 
ad perfuaded many people into a belief of the 
ory; but the Governor of Surat ordered a 
arty of foldiers to fee the Fagzir buried, and 
) take care that no impofture was ufed in his 

etended refurrection. Theyaccordingly fearch- 
i narrowly, and fufpecting that fome place 
pout the root might afford a paflage, ordered 
¢ Fagu:irs to remove a little out of the way, 


Bich they willing did; but finding nothing; 


-y ordered the Faguirs to remove the great 


 RRter jar, which was almoft full: at this they 


claimed aloud ; but theirelamours ftrengthen- 
the fufpicions of the Mahometans; who ei- 


Wer breaking or removing the jar, difcovered: 


lubterranean paffage that led within two feet 
the grave, on which they fell upon the Fa- — 


it: 7s With their drawn fwords, and cut many 


of 


with much pomp. In the forenoon the brid 
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of them to pieces; and the fellow who was tq 
have arifen from the dead loft his head in thé 
fray. | 

Befides the many tribes of Jzdian idolaters, 
there is a feét called the Perfee# or Gebres, wht 
are ‘worthipers of fire.* Thefe are here bre 
to trade and hufbandry, and are very induftri 
ous. | 
The Banians or Gentoos are often marri¢ 
at fix or feven years of age, but they do not e 
habit before the bride is twelve, and the bride 
groom fixteen. The weddings are celebrate 


groom fends a long train of meffengers wil 
egg to the bride, in covered difhes or bai 

ets, preceeded by a fort of hautboys, drum 
and trumpets, and followed by female flave, 
for the ufe of the married ¢ouple, and aft 
them is carried an empty palanquin to can 
the bride to the bridegrdem’s houfe. Severn 
nights fucceffively they are both carried in fla 
thro’ the ftreets by torch light, dreffed in they 
beft apparel and jewels, with mufic, fire-workiy 
flags, and ftreamers before them, and then 
parents of the married couple fend prefents! 
their friends, ‘Thefe pompous cavalcades D 
ing over, they proceed to the houfeof the brid 
father, where being feated at a table oppoll 
each other, they join their hands, and 
Prieft covers their heads with a fort of hoo 


* See a curious account of this feét in Mr. Ha 
ways travels, vol. XIV. of this work, page 236, 23 
238, 239. 


whi 


immuced to afhes, is thrown into the river. 


‘th EAST INDIES. 36 
which remains {pread over them for a quarter 
ofan hour, till he has finifhed a prayer and 
he nuptial benediction, and then uncovering 
heir heads, the company is fprinkled with rofe 
ater and other pérfumes mixed with faffron. 
[f the youth does not happen to like,the girl 
hofen for him by his parents; he may keep 
oncubines ; and if the wife murmurs at this, 
he may fet her to work with his flaves, for 
which fhe can havé no remedy, not even a di- 
jorce. The women of this country pay their 
ufbands an extraordinary refpeéct, and are en- 
irely at theit difpofal: which is the lefs ex- 

aordinary, as among the richer fort, the huf:- 
band purchafes his wife of her parents. 
a =~When a perfon dies; they wath the corpfe, 
<aerefs it in the common apparel ufually worn by 
he deceafed, and carrying it a little way out of 


he town, place it on a funeral pile generally 
aifed with wood near fome river: thofe of for- 
ne ufually mix vaft quantities of fragrant 
yood with the reft, and the whole os re- 


s to 
Behe cuftom of widows burning themfelves with 
mheit hufbands, it feems in moft places laid 
fide. Where this is the cafe, the women who 


‘wmmourn for their hufbands, fhave their heads, 
_faeod feeming to abandon themfelves to grief, 
'mmeglect their drefs, and never marry again; but 


he meni never. cut their hair on thefe occafions, 
inlefs it be for the death of a father. or fome 
their Rajas or Princes. When they mourn 
‘wr other relations, they generally rend their 
garments, 


at 
uy 
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garments, or rather put on an old-torn 
and appear quite negligent of themfelves. 
the buildings of the common people, efp 
— thofe ot the Gentoos, who are -at Jea 
twenty to one Mahometan throughout. the Em 
pire, aré generally low thatched cottages wit 
clay walls, and only one floor; but: the: bazar 
and other public buildings, with the houfes ke 
longing to the Chrifian. and. Mahometan: ‘met 
chants, in fome of the chief cities .are=ve 


‘ pompous, being built with brick, ‘timber a ant 


itone, and fometimes with marble.. ‘he-houfé 
of the more wealthy are two fteries high;:an 
have flat roofs on which they take the mornin 
and evening air, 

The palaces of their Princes or Rajasj are 
moftly built in one torm:.before the gate-is 2 
large piazza_or root fupported by pillars, ope 
to the front, and upon: the right. ane left. ye 
wards the gate are banks of earth about a yé 
high, on which are fpread- fine carpets, 0 
pieces of European {carlet cloth, with cuifhion 
of the fame, on which.the Raja fits to rece 
the complaints of his fubjects, to: enterta Dt 
foreigners, or trantact ftate affairs. | + >> 

‘Lhe power of the Mogul is fo défpotic, the 
he has the fovereign. di{fpofal of the lives ass 
effects of his fubjects, and none, dare-difput 
lis will. At his command the greateit: bora 
aye executed. Few days pafs without his ap 
pearing at fun-rifing; and the: Lords -of -his 
court are obliged to -be in his apartment, 
order to pay him homage. He fhews “himfell 
alio at noon to fee the wild beafts fight; ant 

cere 
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n the evening he appeats at a window, from 
whence he fees the fun fet.. He retires with 
hat luminary amidft the noife of a great num- 
yer of drums ‘and kettle-drums, and the accla- 
nations of the people, wifhing him a long and 
sappy life. None afe permitted to enter the 
lace, but the Rajas or Princes, and the great 
ficers; who accompany all their difeourfe with 
ontinual reverences; they proftrate themfelves 
tfore him at taking leave; they put their 
ands on their eyes, then on their breaft, and 
tly on the earth, to teftify that they are only 
ut and afhes when compared tohim. They 
ih him ali manner of profperity as they re- 

, and go backwards till they are out of 

ht. 

“When he marches at the head of his army, 
goes a hunting, or to one of his country pa- 
ces, he is accompanied by above 10,000 men. 
bout ati hundred elephants covered with hou- 
ngs of fearlet, velvet and brocade, march at 

s head of this little atmy ; each carrying two 

n, one of whom governs the animal by 
uching his forehéad with an iron hook, the 

+ .‘§fher holds a large banner of filk embroidered 
meth gold and filver; the fir{t eighty carry each 
ettle-drum. In the middle of this troop the 
ogul rides on a fine Perfan horfe, with trap- 
Mogs of gold, adorned with diamonds and 
@eatls, gold-bells and fringes, or in a chariot 
isgawn by two white oxen, whofe large fpread- 
ingag horns are adorned with gold; and fome- 
wes he is carried by men in a palanquin. The 
imjas and offices-of his court compote his re- 
iam Vou. RVI, E tinue, 
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tinue, and have 5 or 600 elephants, camels, ( 
chariots,loaded with baggage. When he rit 
on an elephant, he is ieated onhis, back ‘on 
jiately throne, adorned with gold and preciou 
Hones. 2 i. +8 : by 
_ His fons have the title of Sultans; and hi 
daughters of Sultanas, the former are marric 
at thirteen or fourteen years of age, and whe 
they arrive .at years of maturity,: dre-fent 1 
diftant governments, none-but the heir appt 
rent remaining with his father: ‘The:firft {0 
he has by any of his wives, is confidered: 
heir to the Empire, tho’ the longeft {word gene 
rally carries it ;. but - whenever he’ obtains th 
throne, -he inhumanly -deftroys his brather 
and their male iffue. | my 

~The Mogul has feldom more than four wives 
tha” his: concubines generally amount to’abor 


-athoufand. His court, according to Taw 


nier, 1s richer than can be imagined. . The grea 
men buy the fineft diantonds: that can beg! 
for their wives and: daughters, whofe hea 
dreffes and other apparel are-amazingly funy 
tuous. But thofe for the Emperor’s own ui 


are the fineft in the world, , 


Mr. Mandeflo, who wifely lays it down as 
rule to defcribe nothing but what he has {ees 


_- obierves that the palace of 4era,-is four leag 


in circumference, and that it is fortified. on 3 
fides, After having paffed feveral courts at 
ftreets feparated by different gatesygone com 
at lait to the Mogul’s apartment, which is! 
the middle of the building. In the firfi.falod 
is a baluftrade of filver, where.are the office 


,&, a aw 


‘ 
{ 
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f the guard, who allow none to enter but the 
reat. Lords of the court. This leads into the 
hamber of ceremony, where there is ano- 
her.baluftrade of gold, enclofing the throne of 
afly gold, enriched with diamonds, pearls and 
ther precious ftones;. None but the King’s 
ons are allowed toenter within this baluftrade, 
pr to cgol the air and drive away the flies with 
ans. In this palace.is a high tower, the roof 
Mf whichis covered with plates. of gold.. 
_ If we may believe :‘Lateraier, this Prince had 
our thrones adorned with diamonds, rubies, 
meralds. aud the richeft pearls, made-up in fe- 
eral figures, and that one of them, which was. 
rowned with..two. peacocks, that had their 
ails fet with jewels, coft thirteen millions fter- 
ing; and that.inthis palace are two apart- 
ents covered: all over .with..gold,.as are alfo 
e pillars that fupport. the pavillions. . 
There are two folemn feftivals of which the 
ogul is the principal object, , The firft, at the 
ginning of the new-year, lafts about fifteen. 
ays. .A theatre is erected before the palace, 
ourteen feet .high,fifty-fix long, .and forty 
road, covered withrichtapeftry, and furround- 
d-by a baluftrades Near .it is a building of 
ainted: wood, embellifhed with mother of 
earl, in. which fome of the principal Lords of 
court: feat themfelves, tho’ they have at the 
ame time tents, ereéted in the firft court of the 


palace, where they affect to difplay all their 


iches and {fplendor. The Prince, attended by 
ven of his minifters, afcends the theatre, 


there he feats himfelf on velvet cufhions, em- 
| E 2 broidered 
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broidered with gold and pearls, waiting for tly 
prefents that are brought him, which he re 
ceives equally from the people, and the gran. 
dees of the empire, during the eighteen day 
the ceremony ‘atts, and towards the end hs 
difpenfes among them his bounties; theféconfit 
in places and dignities; which he confers o 
thofe who have been moft liberal to him. 7a 
vernier fays, he faw him receive at one of thels 
feafts abovethirty millions of livres in diamonds, 
rubies, emeralds, pearls, gold, filver, fine ftuffs 
ejephants, camels, and hories. 
_ The fecond feltival is the anniverfary of his 
birth. He begins the day with all manner of 
diverfions, which he breaks off to go to th 
palace of the Queen his mother, if the be yet 
alive, and having fhewn his gratitude to her, 
he caufes his grandees to make her magnificent 
prefents. After he has dined, he puts on his 
fineft robes, covers himfelf with gold and jew: 
els, and being rather loaded than adorned, 
into a vaft and fuperb pavilion, where bi 
is waited on-by the principal Lords of hit 
court. He here finds the great feales, ané 
the chaing which fufpend them, both of whic 
are of maffy gold adorned with jewels. Heplaces 
himfelf in one of the fcales, the other being 
filled with gold, filver, jewels, pieces of ft af, , 
fine linen, pepper, cloves, mace, cinnamon, 
corn, pulfe, and herbs, and an exact regi 
is kept of the difference of his weight eve 
year. If it appears that he has made any 
confiderable acquifitien of flefh fince he wa 
weig 


Ri = 


TTT 


= lS =~, oa eg ’ 
— SE ea < 
— = 
: 
} . 


! 
i 


LM 


i TUT 
Hi 


= ol 
" 


-., 


Lr tO eM aAaOr 


or 
; eS 
i+ 
. fe 
ie 
3 
| 
. ~ 
<9 
oa 
be 
| 
_ 
le 
. < 
a) 
| 


Ap 


NTA 


<Thde 


Sn 


A 


the EAST INDIES. 42 
weighed laft, there are great rejoycings 
hroughout the whole kingdom. 

This ceremony is followed by his diftribu- 
ing {mall pieces of money among the poor; 
andin throwing among the grandees, nuts, p!- 
ftachios, almonds, and other fruits, made of 
gold ; but they are fo fmall, and the gold fo 
thin, that it is faid a thoufand of them do not 
weigh above feven or eight piftoles. The feiti- 
al is concluded, with a magnificent fupper gi- 
en to the Lords of the court, with whom he 
pends the night in drinking. 

But tho’ the treafures of this monarch, and 
lis revenues from forty kingdoms, which are 
ithin his empire, are immentfely great, yet 
<Wepecie is hardly any where fearcer than among 
SQphe private perfons in this empire. ~ 
“m@ Jt is however proper to obierve, that this 
-Wompous account was wrote before Nadir 
bab ravaged the Mogul’s dominions: for, in 

A . : . 
Sahe beginning of 1739, that conqueror having 
S@iefeated the Mogul, entered De/ly, fecured his 
tion, and having feized all his jewels and 
reafures, of which he forced him to give a 
t, replaced him on the throne; obliging him 
) promife to pay him an annual trikute of 

250,000l, flerlin g- Among the other plun- 
Wfeized by the Perfaz Monarch, was the 
Bperor’s bed of flate adarned with precious 
- PPres, and the grand imperial throne. In 

ort, the value of the plunder taken from 
' Mogul and his Nobles, is faid to amount 
111 cowrons, or 231,° 50,0001. fterling. It 
it beacknowled ged, that the largenefs of this 
immenf{e 


bial 


IL FT? 


A 


thé 


42 A Nw HISTORY Of 
ifpmenfe {um may render this account-impro 
bable; it is therefore. neceflary to add, thatit 
is taken: from a letter; from Penfiz, publithe 
thefame year in the London. Gazettee. - 


. Having given a general defcription -of th 
Mogul’s dominions, we fhall now proceed t 
defcribe the. feveral provinces fituated on the 
-coaft,; as being the moft remarkable, on ac 
count-of the commerce carried on with then 
by: the tading nations of & ee 
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A Defeription of the moft comardadle Places int 
Provinces along the coaft of Andia. ..Captai 
‘Hamilton attacked by robbers in bis “Way t 
- atta: A Defcription of that City, and of hi 
+ Reception by the-Nabob. Of the Navigatie 
. of the Indus, - Of the Kingdom of Guzerat 
and particularly of the Cities of Diu, Cam 
” bay, and Surat. : 


TH firft port in Sindy, the mott wettert 
province a. India, 3 i$ Larribundar, / fitu 
ted five or fix leagues from the fea, ona brane 
of the river Indus, capable of receiving hij 
of 200 tons burthen. It is a village of abou 
roo mud houfes, with a large ftone fort, th 
has four or five great guns, to defend the me 


chandize, and prevent its being feized . 
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1¢ Ballowches-and other robbers. Yatta, thé 
netropolis of the province, is a large- and 
ch city about three miles long; and one and 

half broad, at about 40 miles diftance from 

e above village. All goods carried from one 
f thefe places to. the other, are tranfported . 
n carriage beafts, as camels; oxen, and horfes. 
he country,::which, issalmoft level, is over- 
rown with fhrubs arid bufhes, fit to cover an 
mbufcade, andis often made ufe of: by the. 
bove robbers, who fuddenly rufh out ona 
afila or caravan, and while the guards and 
arriers are fighting; another party drives 
way the beafts with their packs. 

Captain Hamilton once came to Larribundar, 
ith a cargo from Malabar worth about 
0,000l, where being unable to fell his goods, - 
Mane was obliged to travel:to.7atta in a caftila of 
soo beafts, and as many or more men and 
romen, befides 200 horfe for their guard. 
@laving proceeded about fixteen miles, they 
Mere informed by their feouts that a great 
body of robbers were juit before them. Cap- 
ain Hamilton had thirteen of his beftmark{men 
elon ging to his fhip with him in the front, 
where his beafts were, and being all mounted 
mn Indian horfes, which are_very-{mall, .they 


uami{mounted, and fet their beaits on their flanks 


Mend front, to ferve for a barricado againft the 
ipjgeword and target men, who were the principal 
Mirength of the robbers. They had not been 
mong in that pofture, when the robbers fent a 
terald on horefeback, who brandifhed his fword, 
pod on his coming within call, ee 

: thaft 


7 - 
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that if they did not immediately furrender 4 
difcretion, they fhould have no quarter. Our 
traveller had two feamea who thot sree 
well, and therefore ordered one of 
fire at the herald, whieh he inftantly did, ang 
fhot him ‘through the head. Another: cane 
foon after with the fame thréatenings, and 
met with the fame treatment. The next that 
came the Captain ordered his horfe to be. thot 
in the head, to try if they could take seth 
ders thatthey might know Se ihiongan {tre 
The horfe was killed as foon as te sppeate 
but fome of the guard who were mounted, i ine 
ftead of bringing him, cut him to pieces, The 
horfe-guard, who had continued in the rear, 
feeing what was done in the front, now took 
courage, and getting in amohg the buthes, 
met with fome who had a defign to attack the 
flank, and foon defeated them; which threw 
the reft into’ fuch a panic, that. they betook 
themfelves to flight, and the horfe puriving 
them, put niany to the fword, _ 

They now travelled without moleftation to 
Tatra, where they were received with aecla- 
mations from: the ulacé, and the better 
fort vifited the Bxgli/> and made them prefents 
of fruit and fwegtmeats, afcribing the {fafe. arri- 
val of the caffila to their contage and condudt. — 

The captain and‘his men were lodged in a 
large converlient room that had good ware; 
houfes, The ftairs from the ftreet were each 
of one piece of porphyry ten feet long. afa 
bright yellow, and as fmooth as glafs. They 
were about ten in number, and led up toa 
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snare fifteen yards long, and about ten broad, 
he next day the Nabob fent them his com- 
liments. with an 6x, five fheep, as many goats, 
venty fowls, and fifty pigeons, with fweet- 
eats and -fruit.in abundance, He was then 
acamped about fix miles from the towa, with 
1 army of 8or 10,000 men, te punith thefe 


. ‘ - 


ands of robbers. He envited Captain Hamil. 
n ta drink a dith of coffee with him, and th¢ 
itter fending him word that he defigned to _. 


ifs hjs hand, the next day he fent him twén- 


y fine Perfian . horfes well equipped, -on ten. 


which he ‘and his guard rode, and on the 
ther ten were mounted the moft confiderable 
lerchants in Yatte, who went to aceompany 
im out of refpect, 

When they came to the camp they would 
we alighted; but an officer informed them, 
hat the Nabob defired they thould be brought 
» his tent on horfeback, and riding before 
nem conducted them to the door of the pavi- 
on which the Captain entered, and found the 
abob fitting alone, He defiring to lay a {mall 
refent at his feet, this was readily permitted. 
confifted of a booking glafs of about sl. va- 
le, a gun and a pair of piftols well gilt, a fa- 
e blade, and the-blade of a dagger gilt, a 
afs tohacco-pipe, and an embroidered cafe 
) put jt in. The Nabob fent for all who had 
companied Mr. Hamil/tox into the room, and 


mewing them the prefent, expatiated on the 


alue of every piece of it; and after fome 

hcomiumson Mr./Zami/tor’s valour and gene~ 

ity, told hinx, that he was a free see 
O 


4 A Nw HISTORY of 
ef Zatta, and fhould.be exempted from d 
cuftom on the:goods he had brought or fhoult 
export, and that he fhould have the power ¢ 
imprifoning any perfon who bought .any pat 
of his cargo and. did not. pay according t 
agreement ; and if that was not fufficient ‘to in 
duce: them to give him fatisfaction, he, might 
re their wives and enitiege to difeharge | thy 
debts i: eo. 
Within about four miles ‘of Tatta are forty 
two fine.large tombs, in the burying -plage 4 
the Kittgs of Siedy, when. that country wa 
governed by its owf: monarchs. Mr. Hamile 
went into the largeft ; this was built in the forn 
of a cupola, and in the middle of it. ftood 
coffin about three feet high and feven feet lon; 
with forme others of a {maller fizes The cu. 
pola was of yellow, green, and red. porphy 
finely polifhed, and being fet: chequer-wite 
hada very pleafing effect, . This. tomb. ts abou 
thirty feet high, and twenty-one in. diameter, 
and is faid to have been the burying placed , 
the laff King-of that country. : 
The city of Tatza ftands in-a fpacious pli 
about two miles from ‘the river /adus, 1 
which. canals are cut to bring water to th 
city and the gardens, Threfe whiclr former) 
belonged: to the King were.at. that: time wel 
ftored with: encallout frat and flowers, 
The river:Jvdus.is navigable for their vetted 
ashigh:as Qa/mire in 32%. north latitudes Ont 


branch runs: to Cadul to the .wefward, andi: 


others. through feveral large provinces. firuate 
to the eaft. Thefe veflels are called i 
t 
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ey have one maft, carrying a fquare fail, and 
re flat-bottomed. Some of them are 200 
ys burthen. The cabins are built from 
em to flern;: and in each is.a kitchen anda ne- 
lary which opens into the water. Thete 
abins are let to’paffengers, and the hold be- 
g divided into feparate apartments thofe are 
tout: to freighters, fo that every one having a 
ock on his own cabin, and apartment in the 
old, has his goods always ready to difpofe of 
herever he finds a market. 

This’ country never knows the mifery of 
amine, for the J/nxdzs overflows ‘all the low 
rounds in the months of 4fri/, May, and Fuze, 

d when the floods go off. they leave a fat 
ime. Before the earth dries, itis fown and 
arrowed,. arid never fails of brin ging forth a 
Hen tiful: crop. 

“Lhe people here scnwalidars filks, calicoes, 
otton-cloths of feveral kinds, and alfo chints 
nd very beautiful: coverlets for beds. They 
pake very fine cabinets, both lacquered and 
nlaid: with ivory, and the beft bows ‘and: ar- 
ows, in the world of: buftalos:-horns. 

The religion eftablifhed by law is the Mabho- 
metan, but there are ten Gentoos to one Mz/- 
iain; 

The next bsavitione country to Sindy’ is Sew. 
at, an ifland formed by a branch of the Jzdzs, 
hat runs into the fea at the city of Cambaya. 
he natives are vaffals to the Mogul, tho’ they 
we {till Pagans. The firft town on the fouth 
ide of the Indus 1s Cutchaazgeae It has fome 


rade and praduces acing cloths, cetton and 
ug chonks, 
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chonks, ‘a fhell-fith.in. the fhape of a pen 
winkle,. but as large as a‘man’s arm above t 
elbow. . In Beaga/ thefe thells are tarmed in 
rings for the ornament of womens arms ; ¢ 
they:are: worn'in. many parts of /udia. Th 
country ts famots for pirates.: It has fever 
other ports, the moft. remarkable of:which 
Dix, a {mall ifland on the fouth of Gasser 
three. miles long and.two. broad,. belonging t 
the crown of Portega/. The cityis pretty: larg 
and fortified by a high {tone wall with baftior 
at convenient. diftances,; well furnifhed wit 
cannon. The harbour is fecured by:two cattle 
that can bring above one hundred large cannc 
to defend its entrance, and-by fea it ie fo 
tified by nature with dangerous rocks ¢ 
high cliffs, ,. This ts-one:of the-beft built ar 
itrongeft cities.in Jedia, and its ftately: edifice 
of freeittone and marble, are fufficient witnefle 
of its ancient grandeur and-opulence; but 
prefent not above a fourth: part of the city! 
inhabited. It contains five or fix fine church 
which fanding on’a rifing: ground of ah ea 
afcent from the great caftle; and the churche 
rifling. gradually higher than each other, fh 
all. their beautiful fronts to the fea, where they 
appear to great advantage ;. and within th 
are well decorated: with images and paintings 
At prefent there are-not.-above 200 Portugust 
in the caftle and city: the reft ofthe inhabitant 
being. Banyans,.of» whom’ there may. be about 


40.000, but few of them are rich, becaufe thepple 


infolence of the Portuguefe. renders it unfa 
for moneyed ftrangere:to -dwell among a 
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e King ot Portugal has about 12,000!. 
r annum in poll money. paid from hetice into 
s treafury, and the euitoms and land-tax may 
nountto about fix thoufand pounds more, hut 
the ifland were in the hands of fome induftri- 
13 European nation, it would be the bett 
art-town on the coaft of Jndia; for carrying 
aa trade up the Jndus. ine sees 
Goga is a ptetty large town, that has mud 
all fortifications. It has:fome trade, and 
angers are admitted to:a’ free commerce 
fuch merchandize-as is fit to:be miported or 
(ported to or from Guzerat. The town is go- 
rned by an officer of the Mogul, whofe forces 
the defence of the place amount to about 
A pehinfula which lies at. the bottom of the 
ouths Of the Jdus, contains the greateft part 
‘the Kingdom of Gazrrat. There is not a 
re fertile provincein all the Jadies, it produ- 
s fruitand provifions in fuch abundance, that 
fupplies the neighbouring provinces. Cambay, 
‘the bottom of the Gulph of the fame name, 
idonly twelve leagues from Goga, is. a’ fine, 
ge, and agreeable city ; its ftreets ate fpaci- 
mms; handfome and ftrait. ‘Tho’: it 1s at leat — 
0 leagues in circumference, it-is entirely built - - 
ng hewn ftone. Without its walls ate verylarge — 
wurbs, and fifteem or-fixteen public gardens. 
anti :fill-a place. of pretty good trade, tho’ it is 
now halfinbabited. The natives are itrnct. 


-theppfervers af the dostrine of the Metempfychofis, 


Mt. Da Bois fays they maintain three hofpitals,, 
efor. birds, another for goats, anda third for 


Themeckcattle. The Zealots who eat nothing 
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that had life, lay food for animals on the hig! 
ways and in the fields. The Bazyaus carry ij 
their girdles an inftrument to. brufh the place 
where they: fit down, or where they walk, lef 
they fhould crufh the ants, and other reptil 
that may be found there. Some of them car 
ry their {cruples and weaknefs fo far as to e 
nothing that is red, for fear there fhould 
blood in-it.. By the force of money they har 
obtained from the great Mogul the fingul 
privilege, that no calf, bull, or cow, -fhallt 
killed in their city ; and if a Chriffian, or Ma 
hometan, thould be found tranf{grefling the pr 
hibition, his. hfe would be in danger. - Thef 
Pagans have.in this city one of the moft ma 
nificent temples in the kingdom, full ofide 
of all: fizes, and,.for the moi. part, of. mom 
ftrous figures. It contributes to the wealth 
and grandeur of Sarat, to which it is fubor 
dinate, and its vicinity. to Amanadat, . from 
which. it is only about 150 miles diftant, naake 
it fhare the advantages of-that great city 
which in magnitude and wealth is . but litte 
inferior to the beft towns of Europe. In this 
laft city the Exg/:/b have a factory tor commerce 
The country abounds:in grain,~ cattle, cot- 
ton and filk. Cornelian and agat are found 
in. its rivers ;- of the former they make mg 
and feals, and of the latter cabinets, fome 
which are of. one entire ftone, except the lids 
Mr. Hamilton fays, he has feen fome. of them 
fourteen or fifteen inches long, .and eight of 
nine deep, the value of each being .30 or 40h 
fterling. 
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eiling. The natives are the beft embroiderers 
India, or pethaps in the whole world. 
Surat, fituated to the fouth on the pe- 
infula of Jxdia, on the banks of the river 
apta or Taper, is the next fea-port town of 
omfequence, The inhabitants are computed 
t 200,000 fouls, ‘among whom are many 
fahometans and. Gentoos, who are ‘immenfely 
ch, There are here as many different. reli- 
ions asin Amferdam; that by law eftablifh« 
dis Mahometi/m, of the fect of Ali. ‘There 
refome called Mu/fey, who obferve the law of 
ofes, as well as the Koran, but the Geztoos 
re the moft numerous, and are either’ mer- 
ants,‘ bankers, brokers, accomptants, col- 
ors, or furveyors; but few of them are 
any handicraft trade, except taylors and 
arbers. , | 
Suratis otie of the bet, the fineft, the richeft 
nd greateft marts; not only of the Mogul’s 
uuntry,: but of-all the Jndies. It was one of 
e firft objects of European ambition. The. 
ortuguefe effablithedthemfelves. there by force 
farms in the year 15303 the Exgli/h followed 
em in r609; the Dutch in’ 1616. ‘and the 
rench in 1666. All of them have contributed 
embellith a city; which was already efteemed - 
emoft fplendid in’ all the ‘country. Part of 
e ftreets are paved with porcelain. andfome 
oufes are fronted ‘with it. The houfes are 
aton the’top. The fich vie with each other 
their dé“orafions. The furniture ‘of their: 
partments is-fuperb, and their magtrificence: 
een even in the penthoufés of their windows. 
F 2 Thefe 
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. Thefe confift of feveral rows of {mall plas 
joined tagether obliquely over the window 
and inlaid with mother o pearly and. thedhel 
of tortoifes, crocodiles; .&5<. Thus-they keg 
off the heat of the fua, which is:extreme; a 
by weakening the light they -render.it mo 
agreeable . by. that.mixture of colours, ,whid 
is reflected by its rays. yb oe 
The fields about. S§zrat are very fertile, e 
cept thofe towards the fea, whichare fandy a 
barren. They have excellent beef, mutte 
and fowl daily expofed to fale in the ciy 
Beef is about three farthings a pound, whe 
the bones are bought with the flefh, and abo 
4 penny with the bones taken out, Mutton} 


three half-pence a pound, Jarge fowls are fe 
for feven-pence half-penny a piece, and li 
hares at four-pence each. ‘They have gre: 


plenty of wjld-fowl; but thofe who woul 
have them mutt fhoot them. Their flamingos 
are large and good: the pady-bird is alfo ga 
in its feafon, and the corn-bird ig excellen 
They have good partridges ; but the pheafant 
are bad. wild-geefe, ducks and teal, 4 
plenty and good, and feveral forts of turt 

doves are both beautiful and well tafted, 1 

have likewife plenty of wheat as good as at 


aa; 


ie 


Ls 


wh 


ia Kurope, with fome peafe and Freach beanmie” 


but. meither oats nor: barley. 

There are few or no fine buildings in t 
eity. The freach have a little church ae 
the old Exglifh fa&ory ; but though there 
aboye an hundred different fects here, te 
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ave nO religious difputes, each being willing 
s neighbour thould wortkip Godoin that. way 
ie  beleeves will pleafe him beft, 2. 
The Mahbomeiay women go always veiled 
shen they. appear abroad.- ‘Their garments 
iiffer but iitthe from thofe of the men.: “Their 
roats, Which alfo ferve both (exes far fhirts, are 
lofe-bodied : the men’s are gathered’ in plaits 
below the navel, to make them appear“long- 
waifted, and the women’s are gathered a pretty 
vay above; to make their waits feem fhert, 
rey both wear breeches-which ‘reach to the 
ankles. ‘Fhe men have only filvet:riags on 
their fingers, and generally put ove for a:fignet, 
he women wear: gold tings on their fingers, 
nd:fometimes one ow the thumb,: in-which is 
et a mall looking- glafs; they likewife often 
year gold rings in. their nofes and ‘ears. .On 
the other hand, the Genteos. permit their wo- 
men to appear ‘bane-faced, and. their legs are 
naked to the knees . They wear gold or filver 
ings, according to their ability, one: in the 
nofe, and feveral fmall-ones in holes bored 
ound the sim of the eays, with a large and 
heavy one-in’ the-tip... -They~ hkewile: wear 
ings on their, toés, and fhackles on their. legs, 
of thofe metals made ‘hollow ; ; thefe contain 
lafs beads,in order ‘to-rattle when they walk. 
rhe men wear gold rings in their ears, and 
ten tnree-or four in a clufter hanging at the 
Ip; fome-have them alfo fet with pearls. 
From Surat to Daman, atown belonging to 
the crown of Portugal, at twenty-two leagues 


litance, are zeveral rivers and viliages under 
F's the 
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the fuperintendancy. of Sarat. ,. Dames, wi 
once a place of good trade; but.is.at:prelent 
reduced to poverty. It is fituated on the fea 
fhore at the mouth of a river, .and is naturally 
very ftrong from its being. furrounded bya 
_ deep marth ;. itis ; al{o,.encompatied by .a good 
ftone wall... The. town; is about, half.a mile, 
long, and near as broad: the buildings of the 
city are of dtone, and it has. a large, cathedral, 
that may be feen.at fea a confiderable diftance, 
There are. two.or three other churches, a coa- 
vent, amonaftery, a nunnery, and.an hofpital, 
On the oppofite fide of the river is a caftl 
diftinguifhed by the name of St. Salvadore. ) 
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the Peninfula of India on this fide the Ganges. 
Of Baffaim, Salfett, Bombay; Chaul, Goa. 
the Kingdom and City of Biinagar, and. the 
Port of Catwar, near which Mr.'WHamilton 
is frighted by a Tyger, The Manner of Hunt- 
ing them. Of the Province of Catiara, and. 
the Port of Onoat. Widows burnt ‘on the 
funeral Pile of their Hufoands. The Englifh 
Factory at Batacola m :ffacred. Of the Fac- 
tortes of Barceloar, Mat.gulore, Cannanor, 
Tellicherry, azd Calicut. Singular Cuftoms 
of the Malabars with refpedt to Marriage. 
Of the Kingdom and City of Cochin. Of 
Aujengo, in the Kingdom of Attingo. Od- 
Jervation on the different Climates on the Coaft 
of Malabar azd Coromandel. A Defcription 
of Trangobar, Fort St. David, Pondicher- 
ty, Fort St. Thomas, Fort St. George, 
Mafulipatam, the City of Golconda, and of 
the River Ganges, Fort William, Calcutta, 
with the Kingdom and City of Bengal. 


A T Daman begins the Peninfula within the 
. Ganges, a vaft country which nearly re- 
mbles the figure of a cone reverfed. It is 
alhed towards the eaft, fouth, and weft, by 
ewaters of the ocean ; and the country of 
be Great Mogul bounds it tothe north. ‘It 
ts in the torrid zone between 7°. 30. and | 
me Bae 
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2r®, north latitude, extending ‘from north 
fouth:-270 leagues, and from-eaft to weft ati 
greatéft ‘breadth 270 leagues, and its utmof 
point is called Cape Comorin.-Thieexcellive heat 
which reign in this country render the ‘¢o 
tour of the inkabitants much darker than tho 
who live in°Ladofens but with refpok C0 
tility and riches, both countries are-nearly th 
fame. This country is, however, more cek 
brated for its numerous harbours, and the im- 
meafe commerce of the ‘Exuropegn nations. — 
* The wettern coat which extends ' frota Di 
man to Cape Coimet in, is called the’ coat’ 
Malaher, and: thie-cafterii fide ‘which begins a | 
that Cape, and ends at the kingdom of Orit 
is me coatt’ of Coromandel and Gilcdidas 
proceed ‘along the weilern “coatt to thir 
cop pen ther doubling it, proceed tp’ a th 
ern fide tothe river Ganges: ~ 
' From’ Danas-to Bafaim is about eighted 
leagues along the fhore. The latter %s‘a for 
tified <ity: belonging to the'crown of Port 
gal, ftanding ona little’ land feparated from 
the continent bya {mall heaan Its wal 
are pretty high, and about two miles 7 
cumferesice. In the middle of the ‘city 
* citadel: it has alfo three or four chiurclit 
with fome convents and monafteries, a college, 
and an hofpital. This is a place: of ‘{mal 
trade; for moft of its riches lie dead in ti 
churches of the Portugue/e, or in the handsd 
indolent, lazy, country gentlemen, who, loiter 
away their days in eafe, pride and buxuty, 
without having the leaft feeling for the p 
verty of the reft of the people. : 
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At about half.a league diftance is the ifland 
of Saifert, which is. sah 20 miles Jong, and 
s fome places ten broad... The ifland is cut al- 
not in two by a narrow river, near the mouth 
of which 1s a {mall town--called .Yer/ya, that 
has 2 little narrow harbour deep engugh to re- 
reive fhips of the greateft burthen, It has a 
pall trade in. dry fifh, which are fold to the 
nland countries and villagesy* -. ~~: - 
Bombay + an land belonging to the crown 
f England is the next place of confequence; 


sear tt isthe Hland of Elepbanta, semarkable 
for a furprifing temple cut out, of a rock. } | 
Farther to the fouth ts Chzxi, ¢ town be- 
mnging to the Portygue/e, fituated on the fide 
va river that affords an harbour for {mall vei: 
tls. The town is. fortified, as-is alfo,an ifland 
m the fouth fide of the harhour.- Khe was 


pnce a place of great trade, partiqylarly for 
embroidered quilts; but is.now miera- 

_ Paffing by feveral inconfiderable towns on 
the coait, you. came to Goa the -metropolis of 
he Portuzuefe dominions in Judia, fituated in 
anifland about twelve miles long, and fixbroad, 
has a fine falt water river, capable of, re- 
teiving fhips. of the largeft fize,.which lie 


* See a farther account of this ifland in Vol. 1X. 


" . p. 88. 


me + See aparticular defcription of Bombay, with 2 
witw of the port, in Vol. ix. p. 80. = 
+ See a defcription of this ifland, and a view of 
the infide of the temple in Mr. Groffe's Voyage to 
the Eaft Indies, Vol. ix. p. 86. ee 
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within a'‘mile of the town. The banks of th 
river are adorned with noble ftriuctures, q 
churches, caftles, and’ gentlemen’s houfes ; by 
the air of the city being reckoned unwholefomg, 
it is not well inhabited. The Viceroy’s pa 
lace is a fine edifice within a piftol fhot of the 
river, over one of the city gates that Opens inti 
a fpacious noble {treet about half’ a mile long, 
terminated by a beautiful church called - Mi 
ricordia, There are indeed fo many churches, 
convents and chapels, that one half of them 
would be fufficient for a much larger and bet. 
ter peopled’ city. moft of thefe {tructures art 
built and adorned on the infide with aftonih. 
ing magnificence. The King of Portugal ha. 
ing affigned reventies to all the chtrrches, and 
penfions to all the communities ‘in ptoportion 
to their fumbers. The Jefuits alone had lately 
five hotfes‘all'very rich. ete 

Of ail the churches in and about Goz, non 
have glafs windows, except one in the city de- 
dicated to St. Alexandrr, the reft‘have panes of 
tranfparent oyfter-fhells, ashave likewife al 
their ftately—trotifes, There is here likewile4 
fine hofpital. Every church has a fet of bells, 
fome of which are continually ringing. ‘The 
market-place, whith ftarids néar ‘the church 
Mifericordia, is about an acre fquare, and int 
are fold moft things produced in that country; 
and in the fhops about it may be had the pro- 
duce of Europe, China, Bengal, and othercouné 
tries of lefs note. The Viceroy’ generally r- 
fides at the powder-houfe, about two erat 
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ow. the city, on account of feme f{prings of 
ater, efteemed the beft in the ifland. 

The eftablifhed religion is that of the church 
f Rome,-and here are its moft zealous bigots. 
They have here the court of inquifition, which 
roceeds with the greateft feverity .againft all 
yhom. the mercilefs inquifitors fufpeét of being 

ulty of herefy ; and yet their Judian converts. 

eindulged in their abftaining from cows-fieth, 
n account of the peculiar veneration paid to 
hat beaft-by.the Gevtoos ; and though. the fe- 
erity of the inquifition awes both the clergy 
nd the. laiety, many Gextoos are iuffered to 
well in the city, where they “are tolerated on 
ccount of their being more induilrious than 
he Portuguese Chrifiais; but the mercantile 
art of them, are very fubject to the infults of 
he Portuguefe ; for it is dangerous:for them ei- 
her to refufe their goods, or to afk for their 
oney when it is due, for. fear of a baltinado, 
nd fometimes worfe confequences: this rens 
4 the circulation of trade se inconfide- 
ble. 

The clergy at Goa.are very t numerous and 
literate, anda great burthen to the ftate. The 
rt-or grand. inquifitor is always a fecular 
rieft, who pretends to have the fole right of 
ing carried ina palanquin, and has much 
bore refpeét paid him than the. Archbifhop or 
he Viceroy.. His authority extends over all 

erions, laymen, and ecclenaitics, except the 

Arc hbithop, his grand Vicar, w ho is always a 
hop, the Viceroy, and the Governors who 
epreient him ; but even thefe he may caufe to 
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be arrefted, and begin their proceffes,. afterlj 
has informedthe court.of Portuga/ot the crime 
laid to their charge. His palace, as well as thd 
of the Viceroy, is very. magnificent :, his hout 


hold confifts of gentlemen, equetries, page 


footmen, and a great number of other come 
tics. Thefecond inquifitor is ‘a Dominican ; a 

the other officers called Deputies of the Haj 
office, are taken from among the Dominicaa, 
Muguftins, and bare-headed Carmelites. Th 


 houfes of the Portuguefe are large, and the 


out-fides magnificent; but within they at 
poorty farnithed, and they keep very mea 
tables. Capt. Hamilton {ays, that he has ftool 
on alittle hill near the city, and counted ner 
$0 churches, convents, and monafteries ; and 
he was informed that in the city and its de 
ftricts, which ftretched twenty milés along the 
coaft of the continent, and fifteem miles with 
in land, there are no fewer than 30,000 Monks 
and churchmen who live idly and luxurioufly 
on the labour of the miferable laiety ; for her 
the tyranny and oppreffion of the domineering 
clergy are infupportable. 


There grows in the ifland of Goa a very fin- 
gular vegetable, called the forrowful-tree, be- 
caufe it flourifhes only in the night. At fun-le 
no flowers are tobeféen, and half an hour aftet 
it is quite full of them. They yield a fwee 
{mell, but laft no longer than the fun begins 
to fhine on the tree; then fome of them fall 
off, and others clofe up; and this continuts 


the whole year. It is nearly as large as the 


prune-tree, and its leaves refemble thofe of th’ 


oranges 
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ange. It is commonly planted in the courts 
houfes, to have the advantage of their fhade 
dimell. nie 
The country about Goa hag little corn, 
t produces fome excellént fruits, particularly 
he mango is reckonett the largeft and moft de- 
ious of any in the world; their jambo ma- 
cca is very beautiful and pledfant. ‘1 he little 
ade they have is moftly for their arrack, 
hich they diftd from toddy of the cocoa-nut- 
ee, Which grows in great. abundance in the 
ritories of Goa. htt | 
To the fouthward of the kingdom of 7//2- 
DY g in which Go@ is fitnated, is the city of 
larfing, which others call Chandegri or Bi/na- 
ar, This is the capital of the kingdom of 
Bifvagar, built on the fummit of a high moun- 
ain. It is furrounded, with a tripple row of 
alls, the laft of which is more than three 
sagues in circuit. The Primce’s palace is 
ofty, {pacious, magnificent, and environed 
ith large and deep ditches. None age fuffer- 
i toenter the fortrefs without his exprefs per- 
nifion. He allows Europeans, and other ftran- 
ers, to pais fome days in the city in the qua- 
ity of travellers ; but none are permitted to 
ttle there for the fake of trade. However, 


ing of Kings, an i Liban of a thoufand 
"ves ; and has fometinjes made war to main- 
un thefe ridiculous titles, 
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tified places ; but his cannon are not made lik 
ours ; they are formed of thick plates of iroy 
joined together, and fixed with iron hog 
like hogfheads, . Every year he vifits his king 
dom, and reviews his troops, who honour hi 
as a God, He can raife 100,000 infanty 
30,0900 cavalry, and, 700 elephants. | The in 
habitants are Pagans and worfhip the funi 
particular, in honour of whom® they have! 
grand feftival every year.” In the inland par 
of the kingdom are many cities ; -but it will} 
fuficient to mention Ra/conde above Bi/nagar 
where is a mine of the richeit diamonds in% 
the Indies; Gatdecot and Bezeoxr, famous 
the number, fingularity, and magnificence 
their pagods ; and many other places whol 
fields produce pepper, ginger, rhubarb, fuga 
cocoa-nuts, palm-trees, and rice in abundaneg 
The next place of note is. Carwar, whid 
has the advantage of. a good harbour, and 
river capable of receiving fhips of: 300‘ ton 
burthen., The “xgii/f> have a faftory heree 
tified by two baftions, and fome cannon fort 
defence. The valleys abound in corn and pep 
per; and the woods, on the mountains wil 
many forts of wild beafts, as tygers, wolves 
monkeys, wild hogs, deer, elks, and cows. 
a prodigious fize. There are feveral fpecies¢ 
the tyger, the largeft of which is lefs greedy 
human flefh than the others. Mr. Hamiito 
{fays, that he was once:here in the -woods twill 
his fuzee, whena fmall rain happening to fall 
damped his powder, which was only wrapt 1 
in paper; his gun being ufelefs he ftruck be 
, qa 100 
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foot path, which led from the mountains to 
ie factory § but he had not gone far, when he 
pyed a very large tyger in thefame path, with 
sface towards him. ‘The tyger no fooner 

aw him, than he fquatted with his’ belly to. 
iggne ground, and wagging his ‘tail, crawled . 
igpwly to meet him. © Mr. Hamilton, thinking 
in vain to fly, walked leifurely forward, till 
: came within ten yards of him, and then 
ubbing his piece, made what noife he could 
frighten him, on which the beatt ruffed ifito 
thicket, and leaving the road free, Mr. fa- 
iiton efcaped with no other harm, than being 
ry much térrified. ss gt aa haga ; 
The chiefiof the Engl/h faétory is much ef- 
emed in the country,: and when’ he goes a 
menting is generally accompanied by moft of 
lide peopleof diftinétion in that neighbourhood, 
tended by their fervants atid vaffals well 
@emed, and with trumpets, hautboys, and 
ommums. ‘The men with fire-arms place them- 
es at convenient diftances along the fkirts of 
ill or wood, and others are ‘fent with loud 
witimmulic to rouze the game} who fpread themfelves 
e@mr'a mile or two, andon‘a fignal given, ftrike 
's0m™p at Once, and ‘march towardsthe fkirts of 
wood’ or hill: where the mmufketeers are 
ed. The wild imhabitants aftonifhed at 
bunufual noife, fly before the mufic and fall 
mo the ambufcade, when many of them are 
fallled, “Mr. Hamilton was prefent at one of 
it mele huntitigs, when a dozen of deer wéte 
int@™t; befides two wild cows; with their calves, 
foo would not leave their dead parents, tho’ 
G 2 they 
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they had done fucking, and four or five fo 
that had above.a dozen of pigs, were 
killed. | . ie 
Farther tothe fouth is the pravince of C 
nara, which has feveral cuftoms peculjar toi 
felf. Its mo northerly port is Ouear, why 
has a river deep enough for thips of two, 
300 tons, and it has aa ancient caftle on ak 
hill built: by the Portzgue/e, when they we 
Lords of the coaft of India; but the Rajah 
Canara blocked them up in the cattle, t 
hunger. forced them to furrender, The ell 
blifhed religion is the Pagan, and there 1s he 
atemple annually vifited ” great numben 
pilgrims. The image is fometimes carried 
procefion. Thijs idol, which rather .relemb 
a monkey than a man, is put into a vehicle 
the foraa of a skid in wpeh are ey eights 
ten priefts employed in ing is. pratt 
an Bs, wabtele ag Se Bi and ian 
with a thick rope through the. ftreets by 
number of people, attended by a great ma 
This: is faid to be the country in which 
cuftom of burning widows was firft introduc 
and where it is {till pradtifed. Mr. Hamil 
fays, that he faw it. performed feveral way 
They dig a pit about ten feet long andi 
broad, which they fill with logs of wood, Ui 
great piece is fet at the brim, ready to! 
down on pulling achord. When all 1s real 
‘a great quantity: of oil or butter is throwné 


the wood, and the corpfe of the hufband pia 


ed about the middle of the pile, and fire 
ing: fet to it, itis inflantly in a blaze, 44 
| vi 
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jife then taking leave. of all her friends, the 
rums, trumpets, and hautboys ftrike up, 
hen walking two or three times round the 
ile, the leaps in upon the corpie. 

‘In other parts they ufe no pits; but a ‘pile 
: builtsthe corpfe is laid on it ; and the vic- 
m dancing round it forfome time, to the 
nund of loud mufic, leaps in; and, if fhe he- 
tates, the prie{ts pufh her in with long poles, 
aking fuch an hideous noife that the cannot be 
eard'; and all the while fhe is burning, 
ie priefts dance round the fire. I heard'a 
ory, fays Mr. Hamilton, of a lady who had 
ceived ‘addrefles from a gentleman, that af- 
twards deferted her, and fhe was obliged by 
effelations to marry another, who dying foon 
fter thé marriage, fhe.was, according to cuf- 
bm, to be laid on ‘the pile. The fire being 
el kindled, fhe was going to act the tragedy 
n-herfelf, when fhe obferved her former ad- 
uirer, and beckoned him to come to her. 
When he- came, fhé took hun in her arms, as 

fhe had a mind to embrace him, and being | 
ronger than he, rufhed with him into the 

ames, where they were both confumed with 
le corpfe of her hufband. 

A’very ingenious author of great reputati- 

, takes notice * that there are none of the al- 
ot infinite number of travellers who have . 
ifed through Judia, who donot mention the 
ominable: cuftom of the women publickly 
waing themielves at. the death of their hut- 


* Ste a new hiftory of the Baft Indies, ancient 


K modern, Vol. I. page. 445. 
G ‘bands, 
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bands, in fpite of the Mogul Mahometans, wh 
have endeavoured to abolith- this: barbarous 

remony. Mandcflo, a traveller of great lean 
ing and veracity, was prefent at one’ of the 
funeral rites at Cambaya, and {peaks of| 
thus :** A young woman twenty years of a 
‘¢ having been informed that her fpouile h: 
** died at 200 leagues diftance, refolved to 
‘¢ lebrate his obfequies by burning herfelfa 
‘¢ live. In vain was it reprefented to her, th: 
‘¢ the news was uncertain; nothing was ¢ 
‘¢. pable of making her change the refolutx 
‘¢ fhe had taken. We faw her arrive att 
** place of her fuffering with fo extraordinaj 
‘*“ a gaiety and confidence, that 1 was perfua 
** ed fhe had ftupified her fenfes with opium 
** which is commonly ufed in the Indies. A 
** the head of the retinue which accompanit 
‘¢ her, was a band of the country mufic, com 
** pofed of hautboys and kettle-drums. Aft 
‘¢ that came feveral married women and maid 
‘¢ finging and dancing before the widow, wh 
‘¢ was dreffed in her richeft cloaths, andh 
*‘ her neck, fingers, arms and_ legs, load 
** with-rich jewels and bracelets. A troopa 
*¢ men, women and children followed, a 
S¢ ‘clofed the proceffion: She had wathed hens 
‘* before in the river, that fhe might join be 
‘* hufband without any defilement:.or fais 
“¢ The funeral pile: was made of apricot woo 
‘¢ with which they had mixed branches of fan 
‘¢ dal and cinnamon. She beheld it from 

‘¢ far with an eye of contempt, and approach 
*¢ ed it without being difturbed ; fhe took lea 
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of her friends and relations, and diftribut- 
ed her ornaments amongft them. I kept 
myfelf near her on horfeback, along with 
‘two Exglifh merchants. Judging, perhaps, 
by my countenance that I was forry for her, 
to comfort me, fhe threw me one of her 
bracelets, which | hrekily catched hold of. 
When fhe was feated on the top of the pile, 
they fet fire to it, amd fhe poured on her 
head a veffel of {weet-fmelling oil, which 
the flame immediately feized on: thus 
fhe was ftifted in a moment, without be- 
ing obferved to alter her countenance. 
Some of the affiftants threw in feveral crui- 
fes of oil to increafe the fire, and filled the 
air with frightful cries. When fhe was en- 
tirely confumed, her. afhes were thrown in- 
to the river.” ore 
‘It is generally faid, that this barbarous cuf- 
om was introduced by the Jzdiaxs to put a ftop 
othe cruelty of their wives, who from Jjea- 
uly frequently poifoned their hufbands. Mr. 
rrofe, * however maintains that this opinion is 
n over-refinement of conjecture, as falfe as it 
} injurious to the women ‘of the country, no 
ch practife ‘being either atteited by credible 
tradition, or warranted by the behaviour of the 
ther Jndian ‘women not fubjeé to this cuf- 
om, and who are generally toofoft and tender 
dincur even the fsfpicion of fuch deteftable 
arbarity. “He rather attributes it to the arti- 
ices of the Bramins, and the dreadful power 


" In-his voyage to the Eaft Indies pag. 44. 
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of a religious phrenzy ; and Mr. Mazudeflo oh 
ferves, that they haye always had the precy 
tion to animate their courage by affuring ther 
that thofe who have the noble generofity to! 
crifice ‘themfelves to the manes’of their ‘hit 
Hands, fhall live with them m the other worl 
feven times as long, and with {even times 'th 
pleafure they have done in this. Vo 
There are, however, fome faint-heartéd gi 
who have not the courage to accompany ‘hel 
fpoufes into an unknown world; but rath¢ 
chufe’ to live in this, though under the bad 
of infamy aiid fhame,- as 


- 


° 


.. The country of Caaara is generally governe 
by a Queen, who keeps her court at: a tov 
called Baydour, two days: journey front the tt 
She may marry whont’ the pleafeés ; but he 
hufband never gets the title of. Raab, thou; 
if fle has fons, the eldeft of ihem does ; : bil 
neither the hufband nor thefons have any thing 
to do with the manzgement of the government 
while fhe lives: nor are the Queens obliged 
to burn themfelves with their deceafed hub 
_ The people here obferye the laws fo well; 
that robbery or murder-are hardly ever heard 
of among them, and a ftranger may pafs with 
the utmoft fafety through the cquntry, No maa 
is permitted to ride on a horfe or mule, or af 
elephant, except officers of ftate, and foldb 
ers; but others are allowed to ride on but 
faloes and oxen: and none are permitted 
have umbrellas carried over them by fervants; 
but ifthe fun or rain offends them, they mull 
carly 
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ary them themfelves. But in all. other 
hings they enjoy liberty. 

The next fea-port to the fouthward of Oxzear, 
sBatacola,which has theremains of avery large 
ity, that flands on a {mall river, ahout four 
niles fram the fea: but there isnothing worth 
notice, except ten orelevenimall pagods or tem- 
ples covered with copper or ftone ‘lhe country 
nroduces good quantities of pepper, and the 
Exglifo. company hada factory there: but, a- 
bout the year 1670, an Exughjb fhip coming 
here to trade, had a fine Kagii/h bull-dog, 
which the chief of the factory begged of the 
Captain. After the fhip was gone, «he facto- 
, which confifted of eighteen perfons, goin 
phunting, took the bull-dog with them ; an 
~”fing through the town, thedog feized a cow 
levoted to a pagod, and killed her. The 
riefts enraged at this profanation, raifed a 
ob to revenge the facred animal, who mur- 
iered the whole factory: but fome natives,, 
who were friends to the Eugii/b, made a large 
prave, and buried, them all init. The chief 
ot the Englifh factory of Carwar, afterwards 
nt a ftone 'to be put over the grave, with an 
alcription, that Tis 2s the burial place of John 
belt, with feventeen other Englifhmen, who wer¢ 
acrificed to. the fury of a mad prigfthood, and en- 
aged mob, The Eugli/b never fettled there a- — 

tin; but often call there to buy pepper. ~ 
The next town to the fouthward of Bata- 
da, is Barceloar, which ftands on the banks 
of a broad-river about four miles from the fea. 
he Dutch have a factory here only to buy up 
rice 
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rice for the Malabar coaft, about five milk 
from the river’s mouth. The Portuguéfe ali 
get fupplies of rice here for Gea, and_ bring 
back in return, horfes, dates, pearls, and othe 
merchandize of the produce of Arabia. TF 
the fouthward of Mangulore, is a road leading 
to that town eight or ten miles long, planted 
with four’ rows of large trees, which “all th 
way afford. the traveller an agreeable “fhadg 
and in feveral places are huts where fome ol 
people ftay in the day time, with jars of fit 
clear water, for the paflengers to drink grati 
at the charge of the ftate.. 

Mangulore is the greateft mart for trade in’ 
the Cazara dominions. The Portu2uefe haved 
factory for rice here, anda pretty large church 
but both the priefts and the laiety are very de 
bauched. The town is poofly built, andi 
only defended by two {mall forts. The field 
annually bear two crops of corn in the plains; 
and the higher grounds produce Pepper, betl 
nut, and fandal-wood. 

Malabar isa pretty large country, divided 
into many principalities. It produces little 
corn ; but hasa great number of cocoa-nut ané 
areca trees, of the fruit of which the inhab 
tants make great advantage, The woods pre 
duce feveral forts of timber, and a variety o 
drugs; they-are alfo well ftored with game. 

Cananor, a town in this country, formerly 
belonged to the crown of Portugal; but in 
1660, the Dutch took the fort, and. having 
added a large curtain with two royal baftions, 
demolifhed the town, and ftill continuing 

matters 


ee oe 
om ve . no ov an *. os 


eqenevd- apentiataamntaaimetemmatitam images: alien attged 
- ee . ge 


elle 
beaten were 


Si Se ea cei ie 


a. 


min acspers 
v * _« 


— 
— 


a 
em 3 tn a ann — 
. " ee a ee ee a 
ie = er te oe 
- vate ee ee ee ee ee to We a ee satin ¢ 
i * - a Pe e _—mw . ~~ 


tare. 
eee 
- 


eee an ae w0ry _ = eee ee. 
ee : we Da whe pares —— ore” Ne Bl 
: — “* ~- mt te 
= See rere arena we 
° r ome ~ a —— ~w one — ~ 
PFE a eG INS he Eta OS et. 


ties — : 
Cs: 
ce eve meaieeiaieae ame. at fiat Ay 


oe: 
real 
wre 


— 
camel 
- 


viel 
i 


' 


“ ey ee eRe * 


oe 


~~ a ie 
—— 


_—- 


ee | ae 
- eee en eee ee a 
a a eo apie a nen 


a 
2 


0 ARNE = sewer > came - 
PT ee magenmee 


= ete ” 
anne an 


te EAST INDIES. 71 
afters of the fort, they carry on a {mall trade 
ere. : 
Tillicherry is a town fituated farther to the 
mth, where the Ezxgli/h Eaft India company 
ave a factory pretty well fortified with ftone 
alls and cannon. ‘The town iftands at. the 
ack of the fort, and is furrounded with a 
mne wall. The eftablifhed religion of the 
yuntry is Paganifm; but there are a few 
ack Chriffiaus that live under the protedction 
dhe factory, andJfome of them ferve for 
idiers in tag; garrifon, | aa | 
Calicut is the capital of a confiderable king- 
om.on the coaft of Malabar, the Sovereign of 
hich takes the title of Zamorin, which in 
is language fignifies Emperor.* This city 
faid to be three leagues in circuit, though 
is not furrounded with walls; it is fuppoted 
contain 6000 houfes, moit of which are. 
laced by themfelves, and. at a fuilicient 
lance from one another to have a garden. 
A merchant may purchafe a houfefor twenty 
owns, artd thofe for the common people coit 
ttwo. Tis true, they are only built of 
ge pieces of earth cut in fquares, and dricd . 
the fun, and .are no more. than feven or 
ght feet high: but the Prince has a palace 


* See an account.of the difcovery of this country, . 
‘the Portuguefe Admiral De Gama, and of the 
ience granted him by the Zamorin, Vol. VIII. 
ge 19, and of De °.Cabral’s tettling a faéter 

ere, Which was foon after attacked, Vol. VIII. 
of 67, Ye | 


built 
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built of ftone. He is reckoned the moft power 
tul Sovereign on the coaft of Malabar, a 
can bring an hundred thoufand men into th 
field, though his dominions do not exten 
above 22 leagues along the coaft, and at mof 
30 or 40 leagues to the mountains. 

When the Zamorin marries, he mutt no 
cohabit with his bride, till the Nambouryq 
chief Prieft has enjoyed her; for which th 
piper receives 500 crowns, and if he pleat 
he may have her company three nights; b 
caufe the fruits of her nuptials muift be an ho 


‘ 


oblation tothe God fhe worfhips. The Naire 
or nobles who marry a maid are fo compla 
{ant as to pay the clergy for the fame favour, 

But this is not the only fingular cuftom wit 
refpect to marriage. The daughters of tl 


Naires may marry feven, and fome fay tweli 
hufbands ; but they mutt be all of the fam 
caft or tribe, under the pain of degradation 
if fhe marries into a lower tribe. When’ 
woman is married to the firft of her hufband, 
fhe has an houfe built for her convenience, an 
that hufband cohabits with her till fhe take 
a fecond, or fo many as fhe is prefcribed f 
law. The hufbands agree very well; 
they cohabit with her in turn, according 
their priority of marriage, each eight or tel 
days, or as they can fix the term among them 
felves : and he who lives with her, during tht 
time, provides for her fupport. When th 
man whocohabits with her goes into her hou 
he leaves his arms at the door, and none dat 
remove them, or enter the houfe on er 
eats 
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ath; but if there are no arms to guard the 
por, any acquaintance may freely vifit her. 


ithe time of cohabitation, fhe ferves her 


ufband as purveyor and cook; fhe alfo takes 
are to’ keep his cloaths and-arms clean. When 
e proves with child, fhe nominates its father, 
o takes care of. its education, . after fhe has 
kled it, and taught it to walk and {peak : 
t from the impoffibility of affigning the true 
ir, the eftates of the hufbands defcend to 
neir fifters children; and.if there are none, to 
e neareft in blood to the grandmother. 
This account, however improbable it may 
pear, is mentioned by feveral good Authors : 
écelebrated Baron de Montefquieu treating of 
is cuftom, accounts for its origin thus*: 
The Naires are the tribe of Nobles, who are 
the foldiers.of all thofe nations. In Ezrope, 
foldiers are forbid to marry: in Malabar, 
where the climate requtres greater indul- 
gence, they are fatisfied with rendering 
marriage as liftle’ burthenfome as poilible ; 
they give a wife amongft many men, which 
confequently diminifhes‘the. attachment to a 
family, and the cares of houfekeeping, and 
‘leaves them in the free pofleffion of a mili- 
tary fpirit.”’ 
Calicut is a plain level country, well watered, 
nd abounding’ in pepper:and ginger. The 
iglifbcompany were formerly fo well refpected 
tre,that if any debtor went into their fac- 
Tal. 2 eee : 


“# The Spirit of Laws, Vol. I. page 362. 
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tory for protection, none durft prefume tos 
there to difturb them. This factory is now 
moved to Tillicherry. 

Still farther to the fouth ts the kingdom 0 
Cochin®, where the Dutch have a {mall forte 
Cranganore on tie bank of a large river, 
about a league diftance from the fea. The 
Europeans that fettled in Cochin were the Pu 
tuguefe, who built a fine city on the fide of 
river, which ftands fo pleafantly, that th 
had a common faying, * That China was! 
** place to get money in, and Cochin to {pent 
“< 3t:” for the great number of canals mat 
by the rivers and iflands afford the diverfiono 
fifhing and fowling; and the mountains a 
well ftored with game. ‘This city was take 
by the Dutchin 1660, who ftill continue matter 
of the place, and have fuch authority, that th 
King of Cochin may be confidered as theif 
vaffal. 

There is here a place on the fide of a river 
called Hell’s Mouth. This isa cave about fou 
yards broad and three high, hewn out 0 
a {pungy iron-coloured rock. Captain Hamil. 
ton went into it with a lanthorn, and pafled 
{trait forward near two hundred ‘yards ; but 
{aw noend to it. It is inhabited by fnakes 
and bats, who were frighted by the light ; and 
the Captain, as well as thofe who attended 
him, being tired of their company, they te 


* See an account of this country in De Cabral’ 
Voyage, Vol. VIIL. page 81. and Commodore Ry- 
gewein's Voyage, Vol. IX. page 195. 
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rned back. There-is no tradition of the de- 
on for which 1t was made. 

Coilcotloan and Coiloan, are two {mall Prin- 
palities, in each of which the Dutch have a 
prt. 

At Erwa, two leagues to the fouthward of 
viloan, the Danes have a {mall factory on 
e fea fide; but it has a very inconfiderable 
ade. 

Two leagues farther to the fouth is duengo, 
fort built by the Exgli/b, on a fandy founda- 
on. and naturally fortified by the fea on one 
de, and a little river on the other; but there 
not a drop of water fit for drinking to be 
ad within a league of it. It is in the domini- 
nsof the Queen of Attingo, who is an here- 
itary Sovereign. By the conftitution of the 
ountry, it is to be always governed by a 
Jueen, who is not to marry; but that heirefles 
! her blood may not be wanting, fhe may 
hufe whom, and as many as fhe pleafes to ad- 
itto the honour of her bed. The handiomett 
oung men about the court generally compofe 
erferaglio. ‘The fons are in the rank of no- 
lity, and the daughters alone can pretend to 
he fucceffion. 

From fuch ftrange cuftoms, fays an ingenious 
uthor, it might naturally be concluded that the 
nhabitants of Malabar are as ignorant as the 
avages of America. Yet this is far from being 
he cafe. The Malabars have, in general, a 
plitenefs of behaviour, and a fhrewdnefs in 
licerning their own intereft, which thofe who 
ical or treat with them are fure to experience. 

H 2 | Like 
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Like moft of the Orientals, they are grave, kno 
perfectly how to keep up their dignity, a 
diftruft all verbofenefs in their public affairs, 
King of Zravancore, on two Ambaffadors } 
ing fent him by the Natick of Madura, 
neighbouring Prince, and ane of them havin 
made a prolix{peech, and the other beginnin 
to proceed where the other had left off, a 
fterely admonifhed him in thefe words, ‘ I 
** not be long; life is fhort.. 

Mott of the Malabars, of both fexes, a 
particularly fond of having their ears ha 
almoft as low as their fhoulders, which is dot 
while they are young, by boring the lobes, a 
introducing into them a flip of a brab-tr 
leaf rolled up, and renewed in proportion 
the hole grows wider. When greatly ftretd 
ed, they adorn them with heavy pendants, a 
in the upper part ftick jewels of value, accor 
ing to their circumftances. 

Twelve leagues farther to the fouth is % 
napatem, where the Dutch have another facto 
This country extends to Cape Comorin, ani 
bounded on the eaft by the mountains of Ga 
which run about 30 leagues from the fea, thi 
the whole extent of Malabar, and in a mannt 
feem to divide the peninfula into two fepara 
worlds; for all our travellers agree in-relatit 
a circumftance of thefe mountains, whiche 
perience alone cotld have informed them 0 
they feparate two feafons entirely different | 
the fame time. Winter begins on the coait( 
Malabar about the end of Fuze, with a foul! 

G4 
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aft wind which blows from the fea, and rages 
our months along the coaft, from Diz to Cape 
omorin. The feais‘then nolon g@r navigable, 
nd there are few harbours where the fhips can 
ide infafety from the ftorms, attended with 
errible thunder and lightning, which prevail 
it that feafon. Yet at the fame time on the 
oat of Coromandel, which bounds the penin- 
ula to the eaft, there is an agreeable {pring, 
nd the fineft feafon of the year. Thus when 
hey enjoy the fereneft weather at Wa/ulipatam, 
it Goa and its neighbourhood they feel all the 
igours of the winter except froft. The fame 
appens at Mengalor and Meliapour, Cananor 
ind Pondicherry, and even at Coulan and Tz- 
tucurin, Which are only thirty leagues diftant. 
hofe who travel by land from onecoaft to the 
ther difcover from the top of the hills of 
ate, on the one fide a ferene and temperate 

air, and on the other a country covered with 
Metcmpefts and drowned with rains. 

About the end of Odfober, the winter ceafes 
mn the coaft of Malabar, and almoft generally 
hroughout the Jzdies, even in the kingdoms 
Mol Orixa and Bengal, and begins on the coaft 
of Coromandal, where it lafts fourwhele months, 
while in the reft of the country the heavens 
are ferene, and the earth pours forth its beau- 
ties and riches in the greateft plenty. © 
B othe fouth of Cape Comoriz isa ftreight 

between it and the ifland of Ceylon*, famous 


im * See a particular account of this ifland, which is 
lubje€t to the Duted, in Vol. IX. page 176---180. 
H 3 | for 
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for the fifhery, where are caught the find 
pearls in the Judies. We fhall pais by fever 
{mall factories on the Cape belonging to th 
Dutch; and fhall only obferve, that about th 
middle of the ftreight is a {mall ifland nam 
Manaar, which the Dutch Company have fort 
fied, and made ufe of as a prifon for the Ludi 
Princes who have the misfortune to difplea 
them. 

The firft place that prefents itfelf on leaving 
the ftreight, 1s Negapatan, When the Ports 
guefe firit fettled in the Judies, it was only 
{mall village, of which they made a very conti 
derable city, and furrounded it with walls an 
aditch. It had many fine churches, and 
college for the Jefuits; but after having kep 
it about fixty years, the Dutch took it from 
them in 1658, by the ailiftance of the Kings 
Tangeor. The country about it is full of pa 
gods, fome richly adorned, but without tafte 
and others filthy and ill built: all of them ar 
full of horrible figures, which the poor mittake 
natives worfhip as gods. 

From hence fteering farther to the north, yot 
come to Trazgobar, a large city belonging toth 
Denes, fortified by a caftle and citadel. It kv 
one Catholic, and three Prose ent churches, 
mofque, and five large pagods. The King‘ 
Denmark maintains Protec fant Miffionaries het 

The next place of confequence is Fort 
David, a colony and fortrefs belonging to tl 
Englifo. The fort is pretty ftrong, and its ter 
rituries extend eight miles along the fhore, all 
four miles within the land. ‘The country 

| pleasan 
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leafant, fertile, and watered by feveral {mall 
vers. ‘The company have a good garden, 
nd fummer-houfe, where the Governor gene- 
ally refides, and the town has gardens to moft 
f the houfes. The place is fubordinate to Fort 

t, George. 
Pondicherry, the next piace of note on this 
oaft, is about five leagues to the northward of 
ort St. David. It was taken by the Dutch in 
693, but reftored to the French at the peace of 
y/wick. According to the lateft computation, 
here were reckoned in Pondicherry, before the 
ait war, 120,000 inhabitants, Corifiians, Ma- 
ietans and Gentoos. The city has feveral great 
agazines, lix gates, a citadel, eleven forts or 
ations, 405. pieces of cannon mounted upon 
e walls, befides bombs, mortars, and other 
ieces of artillery in the arfenal. ‘The ftreets 
re ftraight, and the houfes of .tthe Europeans 
ult of brick in the Roman fafhion; but only 
ne ftory high. Thofe of the Indians, are only 
f earth mixed with lime, made of calcined 
viter-fhells, and form ftraight ftreets not void 
tbeauty. They have fine avenues of trees 
the fhade of which the weavers work 
eir cotton ftuffs. The Governor’s is the 
rincipal houfe. Towards the weft are the 
many’ s gardens, in which are viftos of a 
eat length, with a large building richly fur- 
hed, where Ambafladors from Indian Princes 
Te lodged. The Jefuits have a fine college, 
which youth are taught reading, writing, 
nd the mathematics, but no latin. There are 
lofome convents, and two pagods, for the 
ule 
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ufe of the Gentoos, who are poor and _ indefaj 
gably laborious, though, in reality, they q 
the only fource of the riches of the city a 
country. The Governor General of the com 
pany has twelve horfe guards cloathed in feq 
let, with black facings and a border of gold 
their Captain is cloathed in the fame mann 
but with lace on the border and feams, ff 
has alfo 300 foot guards called pions. Thi 
retinue attends the Governor when he receive 
a King, a Prinee, or an Ambaffador Extraord 
dinary, on which occafion he is carried by fi 
men on a palanquin, the couch and canopy @ 
which are adorned with embroidery and tafl 
of gold. The company maintain alfo acon 
mandant of the infantry, a major, three com 
panies of Frexch infantry, and between two an 
three hundred topafes, who are people of th 
country, cloathed and difciplinedin the Frend 
manner; and who have been inftructed in th 
Catholic religion. The company, as Sovt 
reigns‘of Pondicherry, and its dependancies 
have the privilege of coining money. The citj 
lies about forty or fifty fathoms from the {eq 
which is here only a road, and fhips being un 
able to approach nearer to the fhore than th 
diftance of a league, goods are brought from 
them in boats, which is a very great defect il 
a city that enjoys many advantages. Livia 
cofts almoft nothing; for butcher’s meat, wil 
fowl, and fifa are exceedingly good, and ¢ 
tremely cheap. 

The next place of confequence is Fort St. 7 
mas, fubje&t to Portugal. The city had / 
, mer) 
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erly the beft trade of any place on the coatt 
f Coromandel ;- but the Engli/h fettling at fort 
+, George, were tlie caufe of its ruin. 

Of Fort St. George, or Madra/s, we have al- 
eady given an account in a former volume™*. 
he Eaft-India Company now enjoys extraor- 
inary advantages here from the favour of the 
abob and the conqueft of all the Freach fet- 
lements except Pondicherry, obtained by the 
weroic bravery of General Clive, and the va- 
our of the Briti/h navy. 

From thence the Dutch are mafters of the 
pper coaft, as fat as Ma/ulipatan. ‘They have 
faétory at Paliacate, to which they have given 
hename of Gueldres, and have a confider- 
ible trade there as well as at Pottapouli. 

Mafulipatan is fituated at the mouth of the 
iver C'r7fna, and has drawn merchants from all 
bartsof Hurape to get the painted callicoes ma- 

nufactered there, which are more efteemed than 
any Others of the Jvdies. But notwithftanding 
Its great trade, the city is il! built; though 
ery populous. What is related of the heats 
lelt there is almoft incredible. Annually in the 
month of May, the weft wind blows during fe- 
en or eight hours a day, the heat of which ex- 
ceeds that of the fcorching rays of the fun, and 
telembles that felt when one approaches neat 
an houfe in flames. ‘Tho’ their-chambers are 
clofely fhut up, the wood of the chairs, tables 


* See Vol. IX. p. 93, 94, 95, in which there is al- 
loa neat and diftinét view of Fort St. George from the 
dy | 
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ard wainfcotting are fo heated, that they a 
obliged to throw water upon them continually 
but the rains which fall plentifully at the en 
of fummer, lay the whole country under water 
and the inhabitants receive the fame benef 
that the Egyptians do from the inundations ¢ 
the Nile; for they fow their lands, thus pre 
pared, with rice and other grain, withot 
expecting any more rain for eight months. hh 
all that time the trees are green, and alternate. 
ly loaded with ripe fruits. They have two ha 
vefts of rice; and there are lands-which ar 
reaped three times a year. This plenty, to. 
gether with the fuperftition of the inhabitants, 
motit of whom eat nothing that has life, renden 
every thing cheap. Eight fowls are fold a 
fourteen fols, a fheep at eleven, and evey 
thing elfe in proportion. All thefe things ar 
full cheaper without the city. 

The kingdom of Golconda, whofe principal 
harbour is Ma/ulipatan, extendsfrom the gulph 
of Bengal to the kingdom of ¥/apour, and from 
north to fouth contained almoft all the penim 
fula from the northern extremity of Orzxa, tt 
Cape Comorin; but is now fubject to the Mo 
gul, and is governed by Princes tributary t0 
that Emperor. 

The city of Golconda, which gives name t0 
the kingdom, is now two leagues in circult 
Its walls are built of hewn ftone three fee 
{quare, and furrounded with deep ditches, dr 
vided into feveral bafons or ponds, where the 
water is daily renewed. It has feveral fuperb 
mofques, in which arethe tombs of the Kon 

an 
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nd their families. ‘The Nabob or Prince is of 
1¢ Mabometaz religion, as are alfo a great part 
his fubjects, whence the Pagan temples in 
ie. country are not filled with {uch monftrous 
pures, as in Other parts of the peninfula. The 
ines of gold, diamonds, faphires and other 
ecious {tones in this kingdom, have filled the 
lace with immenfe riches. But if any dia- 
ond is found above a certain bignefs, the Na- 
bb is obliged to have it cut fecretly, left it 
ould be demanded by the Great Mogul. 
There are feveral towns of {mall confequence 
tween Ma/ulipatan and the Ganges. ‘This ri- 
r, which was the utmoft bounds of the con- 
e{ts of Alexaxder the Great, is much revered 
| the Indians, from the opinion that its waters 
ace all the fpots of fin; whence they go in 
owds from the remoteft parts of the country 
wafh in its ftream. Nothing is more childifh 
an the fables related by the Brachmans of its 
urce;which they reprefent as in heaven, and 
etend that it falls feom thence tothe earth : 
e Mogul himielf drinks no other water ; but 
reigners pretend that it is very unwholefome, 
id that it cannot be drank unlefs it be firft 
led. On its banks are a great number of 
perb papods, fome of which are immenfely 
h: but what renders this river really valu- 
le, is that it wafhes down gold in its fand; 
at it is placed in the firit rank of thofe ri- 
is that produce precious ftones, and that 
¢gulph of Bengal, into which it difcharges 
elf, abounds in pearls and jewels of great 
Ue. 
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Up the river Haghly, which is a branch gf 
the Ganges, is Fort William, a,place of con 
derable trade, belonging to the Ezglifh. Iti 
fituated on the moft unhealthy fpot in th 
whole river : and is built without order, eve 
one originally taking in what ground bef 
pleafed him for gardening, fo that in man 
places you mutt pafs through a garden intoth 
houfe; thofe of the Engili/h are built near th 
river fide, and thofe of the natives within th 
land. . Fort William is an irregular tetragond 
a compofition.called puckah, which is a mixtur 
of brick duft, lime, molaffes, and cut hem 
well mixed together, which on its drying, be 
comes as hard as brick, or even ftone. About 
fifty yards from thts fort ftands the church, 
built by the merchants refiding there, and tht 
contributions of the fea officers. ‘The Gover 
nor’s houfe is, according to Mr. Hamilton, tht 
beft and moft regular piece of architecture it 
everfawinJzdia. Within the fortarealfoman 
convenient lodgings for factors and writers, 
ftore-houfes for the company’s goods, and ma 
gazines for their ammunition. 

The town has likewife an hofpital, and nea 
it is a garden that furnifhes the Governor's t« 
ble with fruit and herbage; and within.it at 
good fifh ponds. 

Mott of the inhabitants that make any to 
lerable figure, have the fame advantages. Al 
forts of provifions, as well as cloathing, at 
plentiful, good and cheap. On the other fidé 


of the river are docks for repairing the re 
| ot 
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bottoms anda pretty good garden belonging 
o the Armenians. | 

The kingdom of Bengal, in which Fort Wil- 
liam is fituated, ts well known by its giving its 
name to the greateft gulph of 4fa, which fe- 
varates the two peninfulas of the Jxzdies, This 
kingdom is near 255 leagues from eaft to weft, 
and is confidered as the moft fertile in all the 

ndies in fugar, filk, fruits, faltpetre, gum-lac, 

wax, civet, Opium, pepper and rice, with all 
vhich commodities it furnifhes the moft dif- 
tant provinces, ‘Thecountry is cut thro’ with 
numerous canals, which-ferve both to water it, 
and facilitate the tranfporting of merchandize, 
On their banks are many towns and villages 
extremely well peopled, and great fields ofrice, 
fugar and wheat, which laft is much larger 
than that of Ewroge; three or four kinds of 
ulfe, alfo citrons, oranges, anda great quan- 
tity of fmall mulberry-trees for the nourifh- 
ment of filk-worms, It 1s chiefly in this coun- 
try that the rhinoceros and mufk are to be 
found, and the fineft canes brought into Ex- 
rope come from this kingdom. 

Ougly, upon the weftern bank of the Gazges, 
and about 20 leagues from the fea, has become 
very famous fince the Dutch hav eeftablifhed 
themfelves there. This is next to Batavia, their 
moft confiderable factory, and where they have 
the sreateft trade. The French company have 
hkewile a factory there. They bring from 
thence feveral forts of muflins; and pieces for 
handkerchiefs of filk and cotton. From Daca, 


onthe moft weftern mouth of the fame river, 
Vor. XVI. i come 
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come the beft and fineft /xdian embroideries jg 
gold, filver or filk; embroidered neck-cloth 
and fine muflins. Chauadernagor and Chincorg 
in the neighhourhood of Ozg/y, are ftill famoy 
for their commerce, and mott of the Exropea 
nations have factories eftablifhed there. Sauml 
pour to the north of Bexgai, is not lefs impor. 
tant on account of its diamonds, which ar 
found, not as in other places, in the bowelsof 
the earth ; but in the fands of the river Gaul 
which they fearch carefully after the monthd 
February, when the waters arelow. They be. 
gin their fearch at the town of Sazmelpour, ant 
carry it up to the mountains, whence the Goud 
has its fource: a {pace of about 5o leagues, 
In this work 8 or 10,000 perfons are employed, 
From thence come thofe fine {mall diamonds 
called genuine {parks : but itones above a cet- 
tain fize are feldom found. 7 
The capital of the province of Bengal bears 


thefame name, and isacity built upon amoun: 


tain, whence they carry on a trade in diamonds 
and other jewels. There is a church there de- 
dicated to St. Thomas, and a fine palace. Its 


' principal cities are’ Mantipour on the Gange, 


and fagaruat on the fea fide. In the latter1s 
a famous Geztoo temple, in which there are 
tdols reprefenting the god Re/ora, with hs 
wife, his brother and his fitter. ‘The ftatue of 
Refora is entirely of gold and jewels, that of 
his wife of gold without ornaments, and the 
Other two of fandal wood. ‘his temple has 
revenues for the maintenance of 20,000 mei 
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CH A-P. - IV; 


Df the Peninfula beyond the Ganges, particularly 
a concife Defcription of the Kingdom of Azem. 
A Hiftory of Pegu, with the Manner in which 
it became fubject to the King of Barma. The 
so Pride of the King, and the Manners and Cuf= 
ie toms of the Inhabitants, | 


h of 
‘De. HE country between theriver Gaagesand 
" China, is called the peninfula beyond 
Oue 


he Ganges ; bécaufe it ftretches fouthward into 
hefea. Modern Geographers giveit 530leagues 


jCulifrom north to fouth, and 360 fromeaft to weit. 
nds MRT he north, in whichare the kingdoms of Azem, 
Cel 


fva, Pegu, Laos, and fome others little know : 
he fouth which contains that of Siam; and 


he eaft which comprehends thofe of Tonguin, 
UN BC ochin-China, and Camboia. 

nei The kingdom of Azem lies to the eaft of the 
de- MEIC reat Mogul’s dominions, and to the weft of 


he lake Chiamay, It produces every thing ne- 
eflary for the fubfiftance of man. Mines of 
cold, filver, ironand lead arefound here, which 
he King has referved to himfelf, inftead of 
levying fubfidies from his people, and that he 


, ay not opprefs them, he employs none but 
i. flaves, whom he purchafes of his. neighbours. 


Thus all the peafants of 4zem are at theireafe, 
while the reft of the Jndians are involved .in 
lavery and mifery, in the midft of a country 

I2 ” where 
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where they ought to live in riches and plenty, 
It is prohibited by the laws to carry gold outd 
the kingdom, or to coin it into money: th 
pedple, however, ufe it in great and {mall in 
‘gots in trade, tho’ it is not permitted to k 
tfed with ftrangers. Yet the King cau 
pieces of filver of the bignefs and weight ¢ 
roupies, and of an octagon figure, to & 
comed, which may be traniported any where 
The Princes refide in the city of Kemmerof, 
about 25 or 30 days journey from the aricient 
capital which bore the fame name; _ but ther 
own tombs, and thofe of all the royal family, 
are in the city of 4z00, on the banks of the 
river Laguia, where every Prince builds a kind 
of chapélin the great pagod to ferve for his 
place of burial, Being perfiiaded, that after 
their death they go info ariother world, and 
that thofe who die fullied by any crime, foffer 
a great deal, chiefly by hunger and thirft, they 
place food by the head of the corpfe, that i 
may feed upon it if neceffary: The King is 
interred with thofe idols of gold and filver, which 
he wofthiped in his life time, a live elephant, 
twelve camels, fix hotfes, and a great number 
of hounds, from the belief that they all may 
be of ufe to him in another world. In thet 
funeral folemnities barbarity is joined to fuper 
ftitiori, the woman whom hé has loved bef, mm 
and the principal officer's of his houfhold poifoa 
themfelves that they may have thé glory fm, 
being interred with him, and of ferving him 
in the other world. Ifa private perfon dies) 
all his friends and relations muftaffift at his r. 
nerars 
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ral; aid every one mutt throw into the grave 
e bracelets and other orhaments they wear. 
The accounts of thofe who have travelled 
ro’ the Eaft, give us little information about 
e kirigdom of Ava, which is faid to be twice 
large as that of France. ‘They only tell us, 
nat the immenfe riches of the King are vifible 
y the fplendor of his palace, which, tho’ of 
vaft extent, is faid to be for the mift part 
Ided. 
Every thing related by hiftorians of the king- 
om of Pegu is drawn from Ga/per Balbi, a 
ch Venetian merchant, who traded thither in 
576; we fhall therefore take our account of 
hat country from Mr. Hamilton, who vifited 
eports of that kingdom, and became inftruc- 
din the manners of the people, partly by 
mnverfing with them, and partly from the in- 
mations he obtained from fome of the Ezg- 
Company at Fort St. George, who carried 
n a confiderable trade thither. ~ 
The kingdom of Pegz lies to the fouth-eaft 
f Azem, and the city of the fame name ftands 
bout forty miles-to the eaitward ofthe port Sy- 
‘an Or Syriam, on the fide of the gulph of Bez- 
al. It was the feat of many great and puif- 
ant Monarchs, but now its glory is laid in the 
ut, for not a twentieth part of it is inhabited ; 
ut the ditches with which it was furrounded, 
ho’now dry, and bearing good corn, fhew 
tat few cities exceeded Pegu in magnitudey. — 
The caufe of the ruin of the kingdomé of 
Ph "tie with Martavan, and fome others under 
aj; Cominion, was told to Mr. Hamilton by fome 
I 3 Peguans, 
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Peguans, in feveral difcourfes he had'with the 
on that fubject. ) 
A great friendfhip for a long time fubjif 
between the Kings and fubjects of Pegua 
Sam, who being next neighbours, carried< 
great trade with each other, till the 15th ces 
tury: but a Pegu veffel being at Odia, t 
chief city of Siam, when ready to depart,| 
anchored one evening near a {mall temple 
few miles below the city, when the matter a 
fome of the crew going there to worfhip, f 
a little well carved image of the god Sam/q 
and finding the Priefts negligent, ftole that id 
and carried it to Pegu. The Priefts mifiingti 
little idol, lamented their lofs to all the neigh 
bouring Priefts, and by their advice carrt 
their complaints to the King of Szam; a 
there happening to be a fearcity of corn th 
year, the calamity was imputed by the Priel 
to the lofs of the god Sam/fay. The King' 
Stam now fent an Embaffy to his brother 
Pegu, defiring the reftitution of the imag 
whofe abfence had been attended with fu 
fatal confequences: but the King of Pega 
fufing to comply with his requeft, a ¥ 
__ bloody war enfued between the two kingdom 
In which the King of Siam ravaged the coun 
try, and annexed the inland countries of P4 
to his dominions. The King of Pegwz inti 
diftrefs invited the Portuguefe to his. affiftan 
whofe name began to be dreaded in Juc‘a, a 
by the great encouragement he gave them, 
about 1000 voluntiers into his fervice; 4 


ufé of fire-arms being. then unknown in thot 
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jountries, they fpread terror wherever they 
ames and drove the Stame/e out of the coun- 


ry. The King of Pegz then madeone Thoma 
Pereyra, a Portuguefe, General in chief of all 
is forces, and fettled his court at Martavan, 
ear the borders of Siam, to be ready on all 
ccafions to repel the Siamefe forces, Though 
he Portugue/e, by their infolence, now ren- 
fered themfelves hated by the people of all 
anks, Yhoma Pereyra was the favourire at 
ourt,, he had elephants of ftate, anda guard of 
is own countrymen to attend him. Une day 
ishe was coming with great {tate from the 
dalace, tiding on a large elephant, he chanced 
0 hear mufic in a burgher’s houfe, whofe 
laughter, avery beautiful virgin, had been 
married to a young.man of the neighbour- 
nod. The. General went to the houfe, wifhed 
hem joy, and defired to fee the bride. The pa- 
ents took the General’s vifit for a great ho- 
our, and brought their daughter to the ele- 
pant s fide, when being ftruck with her beau- 
he had the villany to order his guards to 
size her, andcarry her to his houfe. His orders 
vere but too readily obeyed, and the bridegroom 
lot being able to endure his lofs, cut his own 
hroat ; the difconfolate parents of their injur- 
(children rent their cloaths, and ran towards 

he King’s palace uttering their lamentations, 
nd imploring their gods and countrymen to 
evenge them on the infolent Portugze/c, the 
pprefiors of their country. The fireets were 
bon unable to contain the crawds with ape 
they 
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they were filled, and the noife they madé 
reached the King’s ears, who fent to know thé 
‘aufe of the tumult, and being informed, he le 
them know that he would punifh the crimina: 
He accordingly fent for his General; but 
being taken up with the enjoyment of his new 
miftrefs, extuted himfelf; by faying, that he 
was fo much out of order that he could no 
wait on his Majefty. The King provoked st 
this anfiver, in the firft tranfport of his rage or 
dered the whole city to fake arms, and makea 
general maflacre of the Portugue/e, whereever 
they could be fourid. And this order was 
fpeedily put in execution, that in a few hours 
all the Portuyuefe was flaughtered, excépt the 

ilty criminal, who being taken alive, wa 
made faft by the heels to an elepharit’s foot, 
who dragged him tlirough the ftreets, till the 
flefh was torn from his bones. ‘There wet 
Only three Portuguefe faved, who were acc 
dentally im the fuburbs near the river; thet 
hiding themfelves till night, made their efcape 
in a {mall boat, and coafting along the fhore 
fed. on what they found in the woods anda 


mong the rocks, and at length arrived at Ma 
lacca. 


By thefe wars both kingdoms were mut 
Rll: Bessy they therefore fufpended all acts a 
hoftility, till about the middle of the feven 
teenth century, when the King of Szam agail 
invaded Pegu, and conquered feveral provinces 
tributary to that kingdom, The King of Pt 
now finding that his forces were unable to pr 
tect his more immediate dominions, called , 
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e afiftance of the King of Barma, a potent 
ince, whofe dominions lay about sco miles 
pthe river from Pegv.s Thefe auxiliaries 
rove thé Siamefe from their new conquetts, 
id afterwards perceiving the ill difcipline ob- 
ved by the Péguan forces, killed the King, 
roke the Peguan army, and feized the king- 
oms of Pegx and Marravan for their mafter, 
1 whofe power it Continued in the year 1709. 
The dominions of Barma are at prefent very 
rge, extending about 800 miles fromm north 
)fouth, and 256 from eaft to weft ; But they 
ave nO fea-port except Syriam, where the ri- 
t Of the fame name is capable of receiving 
hip of 606 tons: It carries on a gréat trade 
th the Armenians, Moors, Gentoos, Englifh 
d Poriuguefe. The country produicés ele- 
ants teeth, beés-wax, ftick-ldque, irort; tin, 
biés the beft iti the world, fmall diamonds, 
idfalt-petre. It alfo produces gréat quantities 
icorti, fruit ahd roots, éexcellerit, pulfé of fe- 
ral {pecies, aburidance of wild game, either 
adrupeds of winged. In the month of Sep- 
mber and O¢fober, wild deer are fo plentiful, 
lat Mr, Hamilton fays, he has bought one for 
ree-penice or a groat; they are very flefhy; 
ut lean. Swities flefh and poultry aré both 
entifl arid good. 
The King is defpotic, and all his commands 
¢ laws; but he holds the reighs of govern- 
ent in his own Hiands, and feverely punifhes 
le Governors of towns or provinces who aré 
und guilty of oppreflion.. That he may 
low how affairs pais in the ftate, every pro- 
, Vince 
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vince or city has a deputy refiding at court 
which is generally in the city of Ava the pre 
fent metropolis. Every morning thefe dep 
ties are obliged to attend the court, and whet 
his Majefty has breakfafted, he retires into 
room where he can fee all his attendants with 
out being feen ; mean while a page waits t 
call the perfon from whom the King woul 
have an account of whatever has paffed inhi 

rovince, The deputy approaches the root 
with the moft profound reverence ; and ifh 
omits any matter of confequence, which th 
King happens to hear of by another hand, |} 
is fure of being feverely punifhed. 

If he receives information of.treafon, mut 
der, or other crimes, he orders the affair tod 
tried by judges of his own chufing, and @ 
conviction he affigns the punifhment of th 
offender; who is either to be beheaded, ma 
{port for his elephants, which is the moft cnt 
death, or banifhed for a time to the woods 
where if they efcape being devoured by t 
wild beafts they may return when their b 
nifhment' is expired, and pafs the. remaind 
of their days in ferving a tame elephant. Ft 
{maller crimes they are only condemned 
life to clean the ftables of his elephants. | 

His fubjeéts treat him with the moft fulfor 
adulation. When they fpeak or write to hit 
they call him their Kiack, or God, andin! 
letters to foreign Princes, he affumes the tt 
of King of Kings, to whom all other Kung 
ought to be fubject, as being near kinfm 
and friend to all the Gods in heaven and‘ 
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yeearth ; by whofe friendfhip to him all ani- 
ils are fed and preferved, and the feafons of 
year keep their regular courfe. ‘The fun 
his brother, and the moon and ftars are his 
~r relations. In fhort, he pretends to be 
ord over the ebbing and flowing of the fea ; 
id after all his lofty epithets and hyperboles, 
: calls himfelf King of the white elephant, 

ud of the twenty-four white umbrellas. 
After his Majefty has dined, a trumpet is 
own to,fignify to all his flaves, as he terms 
er Kings, that they may go. to dinner, be- 
fe their Lord has ali ready dined. And when 
y foreten: fhips arrive at Syrzam, the num- 
rof people on board, with their age and 
x, are fent to him to let bim know, that fo 
any of his flaves are arrived to partake of 
e glory and. happinefs of his retgn and fa- 
ur. 
The King’s palace is a very large {tone 
liding with four gates. Ambafladors enter 
it to the eaft, which is called the Golden 
ate, becaute all Ambaffadors appear before 
m with preients. The fouih gate is named 
‘Gate of Juitice, where all people enter’ 
at bring petitions, accufations or complaints. 
ewetl is the Gate of Grace, where all that 
ve received favours, or have been cleared 
M crimes pats out with honour; and the 
rth gate fronting the river, is the Gate of 
ite, through which his Maj efty paffes, when 
th pak fit to honour his people by fhewing 
ie! s 
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Whenan Ambaffador is admitted to an ay 


ence, he is attended by a large troop of guard 


with trumpets founding, and heralds proclaj 
ing the honour the Ambafflador is abput toy 
ceive, in going to fee his majefty’s face, ¢ 
glory of the earth ; and between the gatea 
the head of the ftairs that lead to the chamh 
of audience, the Ambaflador is attended 
the mafter of the ceremonies, who inftri 
him to kneel three times in the way thithe 
and to continue fo with his hands over } 
head till .a proclamation is read *. To wh 
a height is human pride capable of bei 
carried ! the empty vanity of ‘this monar 
in attemping to raife himfelf above all the x 
of his fpecies, in reality finks him beneath then 
and this real meannefs can only be equ 
by that.of his flavifh flatterers. | 

Though the palace is very large, it is 
mean building, and though the city is of gre 
extent and very populous, the houfes are ot 
built of bamboocanes, thatched with {ftraw 
reeds, and the floors are of teak plank, 
{plit bamboos. 

In all the cities. and towns the Governor 
dom fits in council, but appoints his dept 
and twelve Judges, who hear caufes at le 
once in ten days. They meet in a large hi 
the floor of which is 'raifed about three % 


* This relation Mr. Hamilton had from 
Roger Alifon, who had been twice Ambaffador 
the Goveinor of Fort St. George, to this Prot 
court. 
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ym the ground, and furrounded with benches 
rpeople to fitor kneel upon. This hall being 
ilton pillars, is open on all fides, and the 
dges fit on mats in the middle, and as they 
ma circle, there is no place of precedence. 
ery one has the privilege of pleading his 
m caufe, or of giving his defence in writing, 
be publickly read; but if another doubts 
sown abilities, he may get a perfon to plead 
rhim; and there are no fees, the court be- 
ginaintained by the town. Every fuit mutt 
determined at three fittings.. 

The Judges have a peculiar garb ; their hair 
ing pérmitted to grow long, is tied on the 
p of their heads with a cotton mbbon wrapt 
out it, and ftands upright in the form of | 
harp pyramid. Their coat is thin cotton, fo 
at their fkin may be eafily feen through it, 
dabout their loins they wear a large fafh 
dd with a great bunch before, with the ends 
aching to their ancles; but ftockings and 
oes are not ufed in. Pegz. 
The original natives of Barma imprint feve- 
Idevices on their fkins with the point of a 
kin and charcoal duft ; and as the Peguans 
baot difcolour their fkins, the natives of each 
tion are eafily diftinguifhed. The men are 
an olive colour; they are generally pretty 
imp, though not fat, and have a good fhape 
idfeatures. ‘The women are mitch fairer 
an the men, and have ufually pretty plump 
(és; they are of {mall ftature, but are very 
tll haped. ‘Their hands and feet are like- 
le fmall, and their arms and legs well pro- 
VoL. XVI. kK por- 
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portioned. ‘Their head-drefs is their 
black hair tied up behind, and when they ¢ 
abroad, they wear a piece of white cott 
cloth on the top of the head. They hare 
frock of cotton cloth, or filk, that fits clofet 
their bodies and arms, and the lower pa 
reaches half way down the thigh. Underd 
frock they have a fcarf doubled fourfold, ma 
faft about the middle, the ends hanging don 
almoft to the ancles. 

The women are courteous and kind | 
ftrangers,’ and are very fond of marrying £ 
ropeans, ‘They prove obedient and obbligi 
wives, and take the management of affairs wil 
in doorswholly into their own hands. If ay 
is convicted of difhonouring her hufband’s be 
he may caufe her hair to be cut off, and ha 
her fold for a flave. 

The talapoins, or clergy of Pega, are fn 
obfervers of the laws of humanity and chant 
There ate a great number of temples built 
the country ; but thefe are moftly of wood,t 
caufe it is not only plentiful, but moft rr 
takes varnifhing and gilding; for they 4 
gaudily painted both within and withou 
Every one has free liberty to build a temp 
and when it is finifhed it is the general pr 
tice to beftow a few acres to maintain a cert 
number of priefts and novices, who cultivé 
the ground for their own fupport,, and int 
garden they have a convent built, for theca 
veniency of lodging and ftudy. Thefe are th 
fettled benefices: they are of no charge 


the laiety ; for by their induftry in ni 
the 
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ir garden, they have generally enough for 
remielves, and fomething to fpare for the 
or among the laiety: but if their garden is 
yo fmall, or too barren for their fupport, they 
nd fome novices abroad dreffed in a large 
ange-coloured mantle, with a bafket hang- 

ig on their left arm, a little drum in the 
fthand, anda little ftick in the right. When 
ey come to the people’s doors they beat three 

rokes with the ftick on the drum, and if none 
me to anfwer, they beat again, and {fo on to 
ethird time. and then if nobody gives them 
ny thing they proceed to the next houfe with- 
t {peaking a word; but they are feldom fuf- 

red to go without a fupply of rice, pulfe, fruit, 
roots, which are their only food ; and what 

ey receive more than they have prefent occa- 

on for, they diftribute to the poor, who by age, 
itrefs, or other incidents, cannot maintain 
emfelves: but none who are able to work, 

artake of their charity; nor do they ever take 
are for the morrow. If a ftranger has the mil- 
tune to be fhipwrecked on the coaft, he is by 
¢ laws of the country the King’s flave, but 

y the mediation of the priefts, the Governors 
verlook that law. . When any unfortunate 
fangers come to their temples, they are hof- 
itably fupplied with food and raiment ; if they 
e fick or maimed, the priefts, who are alfo 
echief phyficians of Pegu, keep them till 
ey are cured, and then furnifh them with 
tters of recommendation to the prieits of 
hother convent, on the road they defign to 
ravel, They never enquire after the religion 
| K 2 : of 
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ef a ftranger; he has the human forn, a 
that renders him the object of their chaniy 
They hold all religions to be good, that tead 
men to be good, and believe that the Gods; 
pleafed withavariety of worfhip; but with no 
that is hurtful to man; becaufe cruelty m 
be difagreeable to their nature. Hence thy 
have not the leaft idea of perfecution. 

The Pegz clergy are ail meditators in ca 


of difpute and contention between neighbour 


They never leave mediating till they procu 
a reconciliation, and in token of friendfhip, « 
cording to an ancient cuftom, the parties 
champock from oneanother’s hand, which fed 
the friendfhip. This champock is a kind ofte 
of a very difagreeable tafte, it grows like othe 
tea, on bufhes, and on fuch occafions is ufed: 
over Pega. “ 


‘ 


_ They frequently préach to numerous aut 
tories, and have images of the inferior Godsi 
their temples which are placed crofs-legge 
under domes. Their faces are longer than th 
human ; their ears are large, and the lob 
very thick. The congregation bows to thet 
when they come in and go out, and that is: 
the oblation they receive. But they make 
images of the great God... The fubject of thet 
difcourfes is that charity is the moft.fublime 
all virtues, and ought therefore to extend nt 
only to makind but to animals, which the 
therefore neither kill nor eat. 

The country is healthful and fertile, and t! 
air fo good, that when ftrangers go thithe 
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weedy recovery ; but the {mall pox is extreme- 
y dreaded, and in the province of Kirian is 
fteemed fo infeétious, that if any one is feized 
ith it, all the neighbourhood remove to the 
itance of two or three miles, and build new 


oufes, with bamboos and reeds, which they 
ave in gréat plenty. They leave with the 
ck perfon a jar of water, a bafket of rice, and 
ome earthen pots to boil it in; and then bid 
im farewel for twenty days. If. the patient 
as ftrength enough to rife and boil ‘his’ rice, 
emay then recover, if not he muft die with- 
ut attendants; butif he furvives the twenty 
ays they take him away, conduct him to their 
lew built town, and make him a free burgefs. 
tis obferved here that while a perfon is af- 
ited with that diftemper, the tyger, notwith- 
landing his ravenous nature, will not touch 
um. 

The ordeal trial is much praétifed here for 
covering fecret murder, theft, or perjury« 
Dne way is to make the accufer and accufed 
ake fome raw rice in their mouths, when he 
ho is guilty of the crime alledged, or of falfe 
ccufation, he is fuppofed not to be able to fwal- 
Ww it, while the innocent fwallows it eafily. 
Another way is driving a {take into a river, 
nd making the aceufer and the aecufed take 
old of it, and keep their heads under wa- 
et, when he who continues longeft without 
eathing, is the perfon to be credited; and 
hoever is convicted by this trial, either for 
he crime alledged, or for malicious flander, 
tuft lie on his back three days and nights, “ 

. 3 19 
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his neck in the ftocks, without meat or drinl 
and is befides fined. ‘hey have likewife thecal 
tom of dipping the naked hand in boiling of, 
or melted led, to clear them, when accufed¢ 
attrocious crimes; and if the accufer {cald 
himfelf he muft undergo the punifhment de 
to the crime, which makes people very ca 
tious how they calumniate one-another. 

The people here make fky-rockets of an in 
credible fize; and they have various forts d 
mufical inftruments, the moft efteemed « 
which are the tabor and pipe; they have all 
ftringed infiruments; and an inftrument form 
ed in the fhape of a galley, with about twen 
bells of feveral fizes, placed on the upper part 
This inftrument is about three feet long, eight 
or ten inches broad, and fix deep; they ply 
upon thefe bells with a ftick of heavy wood 
and make no bad mufick. 

Martavan, once a principal fea-port, wa 
one of the moft flourifhing towns for trade it 
the eait, it having the benefit of a nobler 
ver that afforded a good harbour for fhips 0 
the greateft burthen; but after the King 0 
Barma had conquered it, he caufed a numbe 
of veffels filled with ftones to be funk init 
mouth, fo that it is now unnavigable, excep 
for {mall veffels. They mbke. earthen-war 
there fill, and glaze them with lead ore; M1 
familton fays he has {een jars made there bi 
enough to contain two hogfheads. They hav 
alfo a {mall trade in fith. 

According to father Marinz, the talapom! 
or priefts of the kingdom of Lac, or Laos, ait 

: ve 
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ery different from thofe of Peguw. They are 
énfidered as the {cum of the people, and as 
nemies to labour. Their convents are fo many 
ollezes of vicious men blinded by pride, and 
othing can be more fenfelefs than the opinions 
hey initil into the minds of the people, who 
vould probably be as vicious as the prietts, 
did not the feverityof the laws put a reftraint 
mn their licentioufnefs. The propenfity of the 
Langians to paflions and bloodfhed, has forced 
their Kings to punifh not only thofe who’ give 
ablow, but even thofe who put themfelves in 
arage. _ Nay, toin{pire the greater terror, the 
innocent are often punifhed with the guilty: 
thus if the chief of a family is convicted of a . 
great crime, all his kindred, of whatever de- 
gree, are degraded, deprived of their offices, 
and reduced to gather grafs for the King’s 
elephants, to carry it to his ftables, and to 
watch them all night. 

There are eight principal pofts in the king- 
dom: that of general Viceroy is the firft. His 
employment confifts in taking charge of the 
public affairs, and affifting the Prince in the 
sovernment. At the King’s death, he aflem- 
bles the States, and acts as Sovereign till the 
fucceffor is chofen. The kingdom being di- 
vided into feven provinces, there are aa 
other Viceroys, each of whom has equal power 
in the government entrufted to him. ‘Thefe 
provinces have their particular militia, who 
lubfift on the revenues affigned them, both in 
peace and war. 


Laos 
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Laos produces great quantities of benjoin,t 
a better kind than what is found any wheh 
€lfe in the eaft, but the felling it to ftrangers; 
prohibited. Lacque is likewife found her 
‘There is no country where more ivory is tok 
had, elephants being fo numerous, that the in 
habitants have thence taken their name; fo 
it is faid, that the word Langians fignifies; 
thoufand elephants: Many kinds of animal 
and particularly cows and buffaloes; are very 
common ; the rivers abound with fith of anen: 
ormous bulk; va{t quantities of rice, garde 
fruits, and falt formed of a kind of foam which 
the great rains leave upon the earth; andi 
. hardened by the fun, are the other advantages 
of this kingdom. 


Be ah th ah a th ahs ate a hh ae ahs a a 
oan CHAP. V. 

A Defcription of the Kingdoms of Siam, Cam: 
bodia, Cochin China; avd Tonquin; tk 


Grandeur of the Kings, and the Manners of the 
People: 3 | 


\O the fouth of thefe couritries lies Siam, 
_ the moft famous kingdom of all the J: 
dies: but the accounts of the Miffionaries and 
Ambaffadorsfent thither by the Frexch about the 
endofthelaftcentury, frequently contradicteach 
other, and fometimes themfelves, Some feem 


at a lofs for words to defcribe the opulence . 
the 
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he country, while others talk of nothing but 
he mifery and indigence of the inhabitants. 

Europeans have given the name of Siam to 
he capital of the kingdom, called by the natives 
rung ft ayn thaya, that is, the excellent city. 
t is built on the river Mezan, which fignifies 
he fea of waters, and is contained in an ifland 
wo leagues in circuit. It is f{urrounded by a 
rong wall, and is capable of fupporting a 
iege. of feveral months: againft an army of 
50,000 men : one great addition to its ftrength 
s the overflowing of the river every fix months, 
vhich muit oblige an army to retire. The city 
as the advantage of canals running through 
all the ftreets, by which means they tranfport 
their effects quite from the fea, and conveying 
hem in boats, land them at their warehoufes ; 
and this has drawn traders thither from moft 
parts of the world: The Portu:ue/e were firtt 
mafters of the commerce; but were driven from 
thence by the Siamefe and Dutch: they are not 
however, entirely expelled; for they, as well as 
the Englifh, French, Chinefe, and Moors, have 
houfes there. The other nations are faid to re- 
ide in two large rich fuburbs that lie to the 
ealt and weft of the city. \ 

The richés of the country are chiefly dif- 
played in the pagods, and the Prince’s palace, 
by the quantity of the workmanhhip in gold, 
with which they are adorned; by their prodi- 
gious bulk, their admirable ftructure, and in- 
credible collections of jewels. __ | 

The magnificence of the pagods furpaffesevery 
thing of the kind to be feen in the Indies. ee 
mo 


1060ClC A NwHISTORY of 


jewels. : | 
At an hundred paces from the palace is ano- 


ther temple, which though not fo rich, 184 
regular and beautiful ftructure, adorned with 
five cupolas, of which that in the middle1 


moft celebrated of thefe is that in the King\ im ound 
palace. While the {pectator is ftarted at feeing Po thr 
on one fide of the portal an horrible montter ircul 
and on the other a cow, his eyes and imag. along 

nation all at once lofe fight of thofe objets, Mms!t- 
and are dazzled with the fplendor of the wall, The 
the cieling and pillars, and of an infinite num." 4 
ber of figures fo properly gilt, that they feem cipal 
covered with plates of gold. Having advancet hich 
fome fteps, a {mall elevation appears in the the ci 
form of an altar, on which are four figures Prieft: 
faid to be of maffy gold, nearly as big as the mmme4'¢) 
Hife, fitting croffed-legged; beyond it is a kind is int 
of choir, where there is _ the richeft pagod Or is furt 
idol in the kingdom; for they give that name gmele! 
indifcriminately to the idol, and‘to the tem Aci 
ple in which it is contained. This ftatue is palace 
about +5 feet in height, and being in a ftand- plenc 
ing pofture, touches with its head the vault a {ma 
of the choir, But what is moft aftonifhing, tt of th 
is faidtobeof folid gold, and accordingto acur:m°™P 
fory eftimate ought to be above I 2,500 pounds and ¢ 
weight. ’Tis alfo pretended that this rich gent 
coloffus was caft in the place where it ftands, eival 
and that afterwards they built the templeqy” all 
about it. On its fides are others of lefs value, meet 1 
which alfo appear of gold, and enriched with a 
: uC 


1 ach 
1085, 
daffy 

of the 


his « 


larger than all the reft; the roof is covered 
with gilt pewter, Forty-four pyramids fur- 
| | round 
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round and adorn the temple; thefe are placed 


ircuit, which enclofes thefe buildings, all 
along the galleries, are above 400 clay ftatues 
oilt. , : 
The principal pagod in the city contains 
near 4000 idols all gilt, befides the three prin- 
cipal ones faid to be of mafly gold. That 
hich paffes for the fecond is fix leagues from 
the city, andis only open for the King and the 
Priefts ; the people remain proltrate before the 
sate, with their facesto the earth. The third 
is in the Dutch ifland, where the principal idol 
isf{urrounded by above 300 others of different 
dimenfions, and all manner of poftures. 
According’to,the fame authors, the King’s 
palace both within and without, 1s even more 
plendid than the temples. It is fituated on 
afmall eminence, and extends to the banks 
of the river. Though in extent it may be 
Beompared toacity, all its towers, pyramids 
Wend elevated buildings are gilt. ‘The apart- 
ments of the King and Queen contain incon- 
elivable riches, gold and precious {tones fhine 
mn all fides; and there is nothing in all the 
aft fo magnificent, except at ludoffan and 
Bebina. 
@ Such were the notions propagated by Father 
lachard, and the Abbe de Choi/y, who, in 
1085, accompanied M,. de Chaumont'in his em- 
ally to Siam, but the Count de Forbin, one 


his occafion obferves, that the Szamefe mini- 
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thofe 


n three rows, and in different ftories. In the 


Mt the commanders of the fquadron fent on 


er omitted nothing that could impofe upon 


108 A New His TOR YY i#a 
thofe gentlemen. He fhewed them .all ¢ 
riches of the royal treafury, which are ind 
worthy of a great King; but he forbore 1 
tell -them, that the quantity of gold, filver 
and jewels, was collected by a long fuccefhig 
of Kings; it being cuftomary at Siam; andi 
other of the eaftern nations, to value thei 
Kings only in proportion as they have enrich 
ed the treafury, while at the fame time, (how 
ever great be their neceflity) they are not per 
mitted to touch it. He took them to fee the 
fineft pagods of the city and country : whet 
they beheld the enormous ftatues, which th 
were told were of maffy gold: this they b 
lieved ; for they are finely gilt, and they coul 
not touch them, moft of them being place 
very high, and the reft fhut up within wot 
erates that are never opened, and are not t 
be approached within a certain diftance. 

In the long ftay the Count de Forbin mate 
at Siamand Louvo, he-had time to be acquaint 
ed with the truth, and did not overlook th 
real mifery that prevails in the country. Of 
this we may form a judgement by the p 
verty of the Mandarins, who are the chief d 
the Siame/e nation. He was extremely fur 
prized at the fituation in which he found thot 
of the court of Louwo: they are feated in: 
circle on mats of flender‘ofier, with only ont 
lamp before them; and when one of them 
wanted to read or write, he took the end of: 
yellow candle out of his pocket, lighted it 
and put it on a piece of wood, which i 
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om fide to fide on a pivot, ferved them for a 
andleitick. | | 
De Forbin had the honour to be made Lord 
ligh Admiral and General of the forces of 
is Siamefe Majefty ; but his fortune ill fuited 
e pompous titles beftowed on him. They 
ave him a houfe as plain as it was little, 
hither they fent 36 flaves to ferve him, and 
xelephants. The maintaining of his houfe- 
ld coft him only five fols a day, fo temperate 
e the men, and fo cheap the provifions. He 
mfelf had his. table at the minifter’s; his 
oufe was furnifhed with a few very inconfi- 
erable moveables; to which were added 
velve filver plates and two filver cups, all very 
in; four dozen of cotton napkins, and two 
low wax candles a day. 
In fhort, there is none rich but the King, 
dnothing elfe in Sav appears with the leatt 
lendor but the royal palaces and temples. 
l. Ceberet obferves, that the whole kingdom, 
hich is very large, is nothing but a vaft de- 
tt, and that in proportion as one advances 
tothe country, nothing is to be. feen but 
nefts and wild beafts. ‘The people dwell on 
e banks of the rivers, and prefer that fitua- 
m to any other, becaufe the lands which are 
erflowed fix months in the year, produce 
feat quantities of rice almoft without culture. | 
\this rice confifts all the riches of the country. 
sto the king, haughtinefs, defpotifm, and 
abfolute government, are the only marks by 
hich he chufes to be diftinguifhed from all 
her fovereigns. The refpect he requires 
VoL. XVI. L from 
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from his people extends almoft to adoraticg 
Even in the council, which fometimes le 
four hours, the Minifters of {tate and th 
Mandarins are continually proftrate befo 
him. They never {peak to him but on the 
knees, with their hands raifed to their head 
making every moment profound reverence 
and accompanying their difcourfe with pon 
pous titles, celebrating his power or his good 
nefs. ‘They receive his words as oracles, a 
his orders are inftantly executed without th 
leaft oppofition. “When he goes abroad, 3 
are obliged to keep within doors ; and that | 
was thought fo important, thateven the Fren 
Ambaffadors were obliged to fubmit to 
His fubjeéts are flaves, who poffefs nothir 
but what belongs to him. Even nobility 
not hereditary, it confitting only in honou 
and employments which the Prince beftow 
and may withdraw whenever he pleafes. 
The natives of both fexes go bare-headet 

their hair is cut within two inches of the ki 
gummed, and combed upwards, which ma 
their heads feem very large, and all in brite 
like a boar’s back. The men are of an ol 
complexion, and have but little hair on t 
chin; but the complexion of the womens 
{ftraw colour. They are well fhaped, and ha 
a large forehead, a {mall nofe, and a handfo1 
mouth, with plump lips. Their talapoins 
priefts are diftinguifhed from the laiety | 
wearing acinnamon or orange-coloured clou 
and by having their heads, beards, and ¢ 

brows kept clofe fhaved. ‘They are forbid 
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marry, or to meddle with money, and if 
ny of the priefthood is convicted of incon- 
inence he is burnt alive. ‘The children are 
arefully educated by Priefts fet apart for that 
urpofe, fo that there are few Siamefe who 
not write: afterwards the children are put 
»fuch bufineffés as fuit beft with their genius 
nd quality ; and there is generally a recipro- 
ai harmony between theparents and children, 

marriages, they pay no regardto confangui- 
ity, except between father and daughter, 
nother and fon, brother and fifter; for all 
ther degrees are lawful. 

The punifhments inflicted on criminals are 
ety fevere: for robbery and theft, they are 
mmonily beheaded. For rebellion and mu- 
iny, they are ripped up alive, their entrails 
aken out, and their bodies faftened in a kind 
[wicker bafket, and expofed to the birds and 
afts of prey ; and for murder, the condemn- 
d perfon is made faft to a ftake driven into the 
ound; an elephant is then bronght, which 


vines his trunk round the perfon and ftake, 


nd pulling them with great violence, toffes 
hem both into the air, and in coming down 
ceives the man oni his teeth ; then fhaking 
im off, he puts one of his fore feet on the 
cafe and fqueezes it flat. 
In the mountains of Siam are mines of iron, 
ny lead, filver and gold ; but they all belong 
)the crown. The plains produce rice and 
ther grain; and as good, if not the bett 
Manges, lemons, and limes, to be found in 
eworld. Inthe woods are abundance of 
.. s wild 
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wild animals, as elephants, rhinocerofegiance 
leopards, and tygers; and the natives hag. 
tame cattle, as cows, buffaloes, and {wine iinds 
plenty about their farms. * Beery i 

The King’s dominions extend fouthward ti (-,, 
the neighbourhood of Ligor, where the kingMiinod 
dom of Malacca begins. It is thus that thaides j 
peninfula or tongue of land is called that li de ¢ 
between the ftreight of that name, and thiefen: 
kingdom of Siam. do 

The inhabitants of Malacca are extreme reck 
favage. The heat of the climate in whidia(, 
they dwell, which is: almoft under the lingua; 
renders their colour very {warthy: and theiende 
are fo fond of the Ezropeans on account (mii) 
their whitenefs, that as foon as they arrive OBliag, 
their coafts, they offer them their wives aniRred 
daughters, that they may have children li@™bld 
them. But notwithftanding the barbarity OM The 
their manners, their language is reckoned th@exio, 
fineft in all the Judies, where it is at leaft air a, 
common asthe French in Europe. But of thine, 
country we have already given’an account *. MBttico 

To the eaftward of the peninfula beyon@ke: 
the Ganges is the kingdom of Camboia, fhe m 
Cambodia, which is bounded on the nerth bjt no 
that of Laos, on the eaft by thofe of Coch To 
China, and Campa ;-on the fouth and weft bfltend 
the fea, and the dominions of the King fmt! 
Stam. Thisscountry, which is entirely watere@iftere 
by the river Mecon, produces in great abun for 
Pees, ery 
* In Commodore Roggewein’s Voyage, Vol. 1dibrce 
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ance all that is neceffary to the life of man, 
s fielh, rice,‘ cocoas, and fruit of all other 
inds; yet it is ill peopled, and its trade 
ery incorifiderable. 

Camboia, the capital, 1s the only city in the 
incdom worthy of notice. The Prince re- 
des in a mean palace, furrounded with a pali- 
jie that refembles a partition-wall; but it is 
efended by a great number of C’4inefe cannon, 

dother pieces of artillery faved from the 
reck of two Dutch veflels thrown upon the 
aft. ‘There is atemple here of a very par- 
cular ftruéture, whofe beauty is much com- 
ended. It is f{upported by wooden pillars 
wniihed with black, and adorned with gilded 
liages and reliefs, and the pavement.is co- 
red with mats. The Priefts who ferve in it 

ld the firft rank in the itate. 

The Cambodians are of a light brown com- 
exion ; they are well fhaped, and have long 
ur and thin beards. Their women are hand- 
me, but not very modeft. Their drefs is a 

tticoat reaching below the ancles, and a 

ket which fits clofe to their bodies and arms. 
he men wear a veftment likeour night-gowns, 
it nothing on their heads and feet. 

To the eaftward is Cechin China, which 

tends along the coaft of the fea 700 miles 
mthe river of Cambedia to that of Quambin, 

ere is no country in the torrid zone wherein 


unde four feafons are better diftin guifhed. Tho’ 


J 


€ rivers are not confiderable, they are the 
ice of its plenty. During the months of 
tember, October, and November, they rife 

L 3 every 
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every fifteen days, overflow all the fields fo 
three days, and render them fo fertile, that the 
natives {ow and reap twice a year : the foil pro 
duces rice, feveral forts of fruit and _herk, 
pepper, cinnamon, benjoin, eagle and calembe 
wood. » Gold, filver, filk, cotton, and _porce 
lain, are likewife to be found here. Among 
the animals are rhinocerofes, and elephants¢ 
an extraordinary fize and furprifing docility 
The fea abounds with excellent fifth. Ther 
are f{ixty good harbours, which induce the i 
habitants to apply themfelves to trade and n 
vigation. That of Faifo, fituated a little abo 
the mouth of a navigable river, is one of th 
moft confiderable, and is defended by a for 
trefs. Itis inhabited by Chinefe and Fapanf 
who carry on a free trade under the protecto 
of the Prince. 


The Abbe Choi/, in his travels has given 
very pompous defcription of this county 


f 


which appears to be entirely fabulous. 
reprefents their gallies as covered oni the ott 
fide with a black varnifh, and within with 
red, that fhines like a mirror. According! 
him, the failors commonly wear nothing bi 
drawers of white filk, and a hair cap; bi 
when they prepare for battle, they put onthe 
heads a {mall gilt head-piece, and on the 
body a fineclofe coat: but what is mofd 
traordinary, this clofe coat leaves the ry 
arm fhoulder and fide entirely naked. 

guards of the King and Prince, fays he, 3 
cloathed in velvet, and have arms of gold4 
filver ; but we are not writing a romance, # 
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hall therefore not attempt todazzle the reader 
ith fuch abfurd defcriptions. 
To the northward of Cochin-China lies the 
ingdom of Youguin, which was once fubject 
o the vaft empire of China; but a famous 
obber named Dzz, put himfelf at the head of 
a body of men of his own profeffion, whom he 
nfpired with the refolution of throwing off the 
binefe yoke ; when being joined by others, he 
fucceeded in his attempt, and thofe who had 
ngaged in the revolt, out of gratitude, placed 
he crown on his head. But the happinefs of 
independency was {oon loil, by the pore be- 
coming involved in a long train of civil wars, 
the laft of which was concluded by a treaty, 
wherein the competitor of the King Le, being 
lefs defirous of the title of Sovereign than of 
teal power, left him all the external {plendor 
of a monarch, qn condition he fhoyld have the 
abfolute command in the armies, with the 
createft part of the revenues of the kingdom, 
and that their defcendants fhould fucceed to 
the fame privileges. By virtue of this agree- 
ment there are two forts of Kings; he who 
receives the title and honours of royalty is 
called Bau, and the other, who has all its 
advantages, is termed the Choua. . The Baz, 
fenfible of the fmallnefs of -his power, 1s fel- 
dom feen out of his palace. He is almoft 
conftantly taken up in giving audience to his 
fubjefts, in hearing their complaints, and de- 
termining their private differences. This is 


the utmoft extent of his authority, for he can 
publifh 
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publi no edict relating to the governmentammheir it 
without the Choua’s confent. The Princes hire we 
fons are attended by officers appointed by thiifures. 
Choua, and never leave the palace above fggphite 
times a year, and that only fix days each ti e ali 
In the firftof thefe days of liberty, they vii Nob 
the temples; in the two following, they takiard c 
the diverfion of hunting ; ; and during the thrediihe law 
laft, they fail on the nver in gallies magnifig@Mural 5 
cently adorned. The Sovereign nominatefiet ap 
which of his fucceffors fhall fucceed himsirefen 
this is no fooner made known than _ thelMerem: 
Choua, followed by his principal officers, andity on 
the council of ftate, do him homage, and takeluettic 
on oath to place him on the throne’ after the—fviol 
Bau’s death. he cli 

The Yonvuinefg are affable, and. naturallyMMents: 
formed to the laws of reafon. Both fexes arefmf the 
cloathed after the fame manner ; their drefs sept 1 


along robe, pretty ftrait, with a clofe neck, 


eople 


and reaching down to the heels ; it 1s fattened 
round the wait by a filk girdle, or one of gold 
or filver tiffue; but the military drefs reaches 
no lower than the knees. It 1s the common 
cuftom of the country to walk barefooted all 
the year. The Tonguinefe ladies are as modet 
and referved, as thote of the common rank are 
libertine in their conduct. They wear a {ort 
of hat, the borders of which are extremely 
large and folid; itis made of the leaves ot 
a tree that grows in the country. Both fexes 
wear their hair as long as it will grow, and 
the women drefs theirs with great care. ‘The 


people 
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heir tature 1s not ‘extraordinary ; ; but they 
re well proportioned, and have agreeable fea~ 
ures. Thofe who live in the cities are rathet 
shite than brown; ’*but the country people 
ealmoft all olive-coloured. 

Nobility, with fuitable revenues, is the re- 
ard of thofe who excel in the knowledge of 
elaws, of mathematics, aftronomy, and na- 
fural philofophy. Several days in the year are 
tt apart for the examination of thofe who 
relent themfelves. The King honours this 
eremony with his prefence ; he confers nobi- 
tyon thofe who have given fatisfaction to the 
ueftions of the Mandarins ; he caufes a robe 
fviolet fattin to be given them, and appoints 
he cities and villages that are to produce the 
ents which he affigns them. During one part 
fthe year, all the tradefmen whatever, ex- 
Simept the citizens of KAeco, the capital, are 
bliged to work three months in the year 
the royal family, and two more for the 
andarins or great Lords; fome of their mott 
borious employments are, lopping the trees, 
d feeding the elephants belonging to the 
ing and the army. 


_ 
_- 


— ~~ fo. Fi. 


EE 
o___ 


MM Their principal riches confift in filk, mufk, 
¢Mind aloes-wood, which they fell to foreigners. 
ti hey value themfelves much on their fairnefs 
trade ; which is the more furprifing, as 


ey are neighbours to theChinef/:, and are not 


uent dealings with thofe cunning people, who 
are 
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nly nearly of the fame religion, but have fre- 


eople are of a ftrong and hardy conftitution 3 
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are verfed in all manner of deceit. The Tou. 
quinefe having no mines of gold or filver, coin 


no money; but make ufe of plates of gold 


and filver as they come from ‘China, which 
they cut in pieces, and weigh according to 
the prices of what they purchafe, 
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CHAP. 1. 


e Compte proceeds by Sea from Siam to Nimpo 
in China. Some entertaining Adventures. 
Nimpo defcribed; particularly the triumphal 
Arches there. He proceeds in an Imperial 
Barge from Nimpo to Pekin, where he is ad- 
mitted to an Audience of the Emperor. 


H E French King having refolved to fend 
A fix Jefuits to China, under the character 
Mt his Majefty’s mathematicians, I was ap- 
ointed one of them, and in the beginning. of 
he year 1685, we all fet fail in a thip which 


E 


* The paflages from Du Halde are enclofed in 
totchets, thus [ ]. 


carried 
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carried Monf. Chaumont, who was fent as A 
baffador Extraordinary to the court of Sia 
We hada very agreeable voyage. The Kin 
of Siam, who pretended to be fkilled in aftr 
logy, was defirous of affifting at our aftrons 
mical ob{fervations, and admiring the exagtne 
with which we foretold an eclipfe of the moot 
endeavoured to perfuade us to ftay at his court 
but at length confented that four of us thou 
depart for China, provided one of us woul 
return with his Ambaffador, to defire Lew 
XIV. tofend him more mathematicians , and thi 
in the mean while I would remain with him, 

The prieft with the Szamefe Ambaffador a 
rived in fafety at Paris; but the four fathe 
who fet.fail for China, fuffered fhipwreck, a 
after undergoing feveral hardfhips returned 
Siam in an Englifp veffel. 

At that time'a rebellion had broke out ! 
Siam, which facilitated my departure : weit 
failin a {mall Chine/e veffel ; bat though the 
King gave exprefs orders for our being treate 
with kindnefs, it is not eafy to conceive a mon 
difagreeable voyage than we were obliged 
endure. _ We had no fhelter againft the wea 

ther, and were fo fteightened for want of room 
that we could not lie at our length. We we 
paces near an idol, black with the’ {moak of 
amp continually burning to its honour, all 
daily worfhipped by the deluded crew. Ti 
fun fhone direétly over our heads, and we ha 
{carce any water to quench the extreme thi 
caufed by the exceffive heat of the climate 


Indeed we had a daily allowance of three media -V 
Hi 


‘.. te 2 Ae. eee 
frice, and the Captain often afked us to eat 
at with him; but, that being always firft of- 
red to the idol, we looked upen it with more 
orror than appetite. ghee ew 
In this manner we fpent above a month, 
Tis true, we fometimes, by the help of an in- 
mpreter, attempted to convince them of the 
blurdity of: that worfhip in which they had 
he unhappinefs to be educated. One day in 
articular, they flocked about us, and the dif- 
te grew fo warm, that.we Were obliged to 
we itup. Seamen are generally untractable; 
tele took great offence at what we had faid of 
heir idol, and foon came towards us armed 
ith lances and. half pikes, with looks that 
med to threaten our deftruction. Wewere 
tantly filled with apprehenfions; but at laft 


ere delivered from this painful fufpence, by 
ding that they. were only preparing fora 
roceflion in honour of their idol; perhaps to 
ppeafe the anger they fuppofed fhe might 
ave conceived at what we had faid to her dif- 
dvantage.. | 


There is {carce a nation under the fun more 
uperftitious than the Cine/e, who worfhip the 
ery compafs by which they fteer, continually 
ering it meat and incenfe. ‘Twice a day they 
egularly thréw into the fea little pieces of gilt 
per in the form of money, as it were to bribe 
t to be favourable. Sometimes they would 
mefent it with little paper boats, that being 
lied in toffing and, ruling them, fhe might 
eglect our fhip. But when that unruly ele- 
nent, in {pight of their courtefy, grew trou- 
Vor. XVI. M  blefome 
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blefomie, from its being agitated as they im 
ined by the Deman who governs it, th 
irnt fome feathers, with which they mg 
fuch a ftink, as was fufficient to drive ay 
any fiend that had the fenfe of fmelling. 
Once paffing near a hill on which one of the 
temples is erected, their ftiperftition was ca 
ried to the utmoft length ; for befides the ufu 
ceremonies confifting of meat offerings, burni 
of candles and perfumes, throwing little ba 
bles of gilt paper into the fea, and an infini 
number of other fopperies, alt hands were et 
ployed for five or fix hours in making aii 
veflel refembling the fhip, of about four f 
in length, with the mafts, tackling, fails, a 
flags: it had likewife its compafs, rudder 
fhalop; its arms, utenfils for dreffing provi 
ons, the provifions themfelves, with the caf; 
and book of accounts: befides they daubed? 
many {mall pieces of paper as We were mien! 
the fhip, which were difpofed of in the fam 
places we were in. This veffel with all its 
purtenances, being placed on two ftaves, wa 
at the noife of a tabor and brazen baio 
raifed up in view of the whole crew. At 
man in the habit of a’bonze. or prieft, was tf 
chief man among them, he playing fevet 
apifh tricks with a quarterftaff, and at interva 
fhouting aloud. At length the myfterious tt 
was committed to the waves, and gazed at! 
far as the fight could reach, accompanied wil 
the acclamations of the bonze, who rosid 
with all his might. , séi 
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Seon after an accident happened, which at 
i gave them lefs pleafure, though in the end 
proved an equal diverfion to us all. The 
mariners imagined they faw through their per- 
ectives a fhip in a part of the fea much in- 
ited by pirates; they diftinguithed the matts, 
he fails, nay fome faw the very tackling, and. 
1perceived by the manner of her failing, 
iat fhe intended to pay us a vifit. The 4:- 
t, who, of all men, love beft to fleep in a 
hole kin, were in great confternation ; and 
he fear we faw painted in their faces while 
ity prepared their {cymeters, pikes and muf- 
mets, filled us with terror; for we imagined 
elves in danger of being immediately ftran- 
f, by villains who gave no quarter to fuch as 
al into their hands, and which we could no 
herwife efcape but by leaping into the fea. 
' remedy which was fomewhat violent, and 
t much better than being ftrangled. . Our 
tipective glaffes were often ufed, and to our 
‘mall furprize, the mighty veffel as it came 
marer leflened, as did our ill-grounded fear : 
*we now doubted whether it was a fhip or 
» At length it grew a floating ifland, then 
horfe, and then I know not what, till at . 

at being full in fight, it proved to be a tree, 
hich a violent wind had torn from the coat. 
earth and pebbles about its root made it - 
mm upright, fo that its trunk, which was 
ty high, refembled a ma{t, fome branches 
mead on each fide, had been taken for a yard, 
m¢ the leffer boughs, for ropes, while the 
ind and fea beating about it formed a track 
M 2 not 
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not unlike that made by a fhip. The dread 
ful enemy being now no more, the Chinefee 
pretied very heroically their vexation and dj 
appointment at lofing fuch an opportunity 
fhewing their courage. 

At length after a navigation of fix and thi 
days, which the continual dangers and hart 
{hips to which we were expofed, had renders 
very tedious, we came within fight of the ci 
of Nimpo in China. The fight in{pired us wid 
joy ;: but though we were fo near, it was no 
ealy for us toenter it. The Captain of ou 
veffel, on our arrival, confined us in the hok 
where the heat, which encreafed as we cam 
nearer the land, and feveral other inconveni 
encies, rendered our condition almoft infy 
portable. We were, however, difcovered! 
an officer of the cuftoms, and foon after brough 
before a Mandarin, whom we found in a larg 
hall attended by his officers with a multitude 
people, who are more curious of feeing an Eu 
ropean, than we fhould be here of viewing 
Chinefe. 

We were no fooner entered, than we wer 
informed that we muft kneel to the Mandari 
and bow our heads nine times to the ground 
His countenance was very fevere, and our dreal 
was increated at the fight of his executioner 
who, like the Roman liétors, attended will 
chains and great fticks, ready to bind and cu 
gel whom he thought fit. Having paid ow 
devoirs, he afked us, who we were, and 
bufinefs there. On which we informed hia 
that hearing in Ewrope that feveral of our 
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hren had laboured with fuccefs in fpreading 
he knowledge of our holy religion in thofe re- 
ote parts, the fame zeal had in{fpired us with 
he defire to procure them the knowledge of the 
tue God, the only thing wanting to complete 
te grandeur of fo flourifhing and renowned 
nation. We did not know that we were in a 
ity where there was not one Chriffian. The 

andarin, however, expreffed his defire to 


rve us ; but added, that we muft confult with 


he Governor ; and in the mean while we mutt 
turn to our fhip. : 
Some days after the General of the militia 
nand about the city, defiring to fee us, enter- 
ined us very kindly, and on our leaving him 
0wait upon the Governor, fent an officer to 
ire him to ufe us kindly. The Governor 
preffed fome refpect for us; but letting us 
now that he could determine nothing till he 


lad firft conferred with the chief officers of the- 


ity, we were forced to return again on board 
ur hated fhip. Eight days being fpent in 
onfultations at the cuftom-houfe, we were 
nt for, together with our goods, which con- 
ted of feveral bales and trunks of books, ima- 
es, and mathematical inftruments ; and hav- 
hy opened three of them, we were told that we 
hight lodge in the fuburbs, tili they had heard 
on the Viceroy, to whom the Governor had 
irote about us. Of this civility we gladly ac- 
epted, and in our new habitation enjoyed that 
t and liberty which is always grateful after 
ong fatigue and confinement. 
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The port of Nimpo is fituated in the mof 
eaftern part of China, and hasa very difficult 
entrance; but from thence a:very confiderable 
trade is carried on to Fapan. ‘This city is one 
of the firft clafs; itis walled round, and very mthe 
populous. It is remarkable for the great nun. 
ber of triumphal arches to be feen there, which 
indeed are very common in the other parts of 
China; but they are here fo numerous as tobe 
inconvenient, though they afford an agreeable 
profpect at a diftance. They confift of three 
great arches together, built of marble, that in 
the middle being much the higheft. The four 
pillars by which they are fupported are fome- 
times round; but oftner fquare, formed ofa 
fingle ftone, generally placed on an irregular us v 
bafe. They have no capitals; the trunk be- Move 
ing faftened into the architrave, if that namegihad 
may be given td fome figures cut over the pil-Hifior 
lars. ‘lhe frieze, which is too high, in pro-@wh 


_ portion to the reft, is adorned with in{criptionsii at c 


and relievos, finely executed, with knot 
wrought loofe, one within another, adorned 
with flowers and birds flying, as it wer 
from the ftone. But while fome of thefe ed- 
fices cannot be fufficiently praifed, others art 
not worth notice. Of one of thefe we have 
given a view in the plate. | 

Some time after, we had intelligence th 
the Viceroy of the province was much offended 
at our being fuffered toland, and was refolved 
to fend us back. He wrote a fliort reprimatt 
to the Governor of Nimpo, and at the fam 
time fent to inform the grandtribunal of Pek 
intruilet 


‘ 
’ 
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intrufted with the care of foreign affairs, that 
we were five Europeans who, for fome private 
ends, defigned.to fettle there, in oppofition to 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom; fo that 
the court decreed that we fhould be banifhed ; 
and according to cuftom he fent an order to 
that effect to the Emperor for his fignature. 
Had this order been confirmed, we fhould have 
been ruined, and probably the Mandarins of 
Nimpo, for treating us fo favourably. . The 
Viceroy who had as great love to our money, 
as he had hatred to our belief, would have 
eized our bales, and have punifhed the Cap- 
tan who brought us, by feizing his merchan- 
dize, and ordering him to be gone, and to take 
us with him; while he would have thrown us 
overboard as the authors of hisruin. But we 
had wrote to father Jutorcetta, an Italian Mil- 
fonary, the general of our order in thofe parts, 
who on receiving our letters wrote to a friend 
a court, to inform his Majefty, who was then 
in Tartary, of our arrival, and by a wilfulmif- 
take caufed his letter to be put into a pacquet, 
which he knew would be delivered into the Em- 
peror’s own hand. Thus the Emperor opened 
and read it, and therefore when the tribunal’s 
decree was delivered to him, he anfwered that 
he would confider of it at Pekins On his ar- 
rival at that city he was informed by one of 
our order, that by our fkill in the mathematics 
we might be of ufe to his Majefty, on which, 
by the advice and confent of his privy council, 
he fent for us up to court; and it happened 
that the very perfon who had endeavoured to 

turn 
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turn us fhamefully out of China, was himfelf 
obliged to introduce us. 

The Viceroy left our journey as far as Ham. ~ 
tcheouw to the Governor’s care, who provided bet 
boats for us, and that we might want for no. J” 
thing, he commanded an inferior Mandarin to J “ 
attend us. We reached that city, and after. ed v 
wards, on our leaving it, the Viceroy who was May. 
afraid left he fhould be informed againtt, pre- wee 


{ented us ten piftoles ; fent fome chairs to carry 


us to an imperial barge he had provided for us, | 
and ordered fome trumpets and hautboys to at- Mo 
tend us, at the fame time he gave us an order Me” 
from court, in purfuance of which all the places “i 
thro’ which we paffed, were, while we went by By. 
water, to find us boats well manned, and fixty lab 
or more porters, in cafe the froft obliged us to the 
go by land ; befides each city was to give us the be: 
value of about halfa piftole; this being al- a. 
lowed to the chief Mandarins, who are {aid to * 
have their charges borne by the Emperor, tho’ fic 
this will not amount to the tenth part of the kes 
expence. * 
The barge provided for us was a fecond rate, F 
containing fitteen feet in breadth, and feventy oi 
inlength. Befides the-cook-room, that of the w 
matter and his family, that for the crew. and ; 
another for our men, there was a pretty large a 


cabin where we dined, and three rooms, in 
which fix perfons might lie at their eafe, ail 
which were painted, gilt and varnifhed. 

As to our manner of proceeding up the 1- 
ver: as foon as the anchor was weighed, the 
trumpets and hautboys founded a march, = 

thea 
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then took their leave by wie akind of cheft 
in which were three iron barrels, that wére dif 


we met a Maridarin’s barge, or came to a town, 
or when either night or a contrary wind oblig- 
ed us to come to an anchor. Every night ten 
or twelve inhabitants of the town neareft to 
the place where we caft anchor, appeared in 
oe row on the fhore, when the mafter coming 
on the deck, made a fpeech on their obligati- 
ons to preferve all who belonged to the Empe- 
ror, and to watch for the fafety of the Manda- 
rns, who took care of the ftate. He then 
enumerated all the accidents to which we were 
liable, as fire, thieves, and ftorms, exhorting 


be anfwerable for all the mifchief that happen- 
1. ct. They anfwered each fentence with a fhout, 
and then retired as to form a guard, leaving 
» monly one fentry, who continually ftruck two 
ficks againft each other, and was hourly re- 
lieved by others who made the fame noife, to 
let us know that they did not fall afleep, which 
we would gladly have allowed them to do, on 
condition we might have done fo ourfelves. 


id On the 3d of Fanuary we arrived at Yamt- 
oe chou, when the froft forcing us to leave the 
in @ecat canal, we had horfes provided for our 


men, and porters for our goods. As for our- 
felves, the cold and fnow to which we were un- 
accuftomed, made us chufe to go in litters. We 
changed our porters at every city or large town, 
and found to our furprize, that we could get 
above 


charged one after another, the mufic founding 
4 fy tween each. This was repeated whenever 


them to be Vigilant, and tellingthem they fhould — 


_ gate, whence we went on foot through eight 
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above a hundred with as much eafe anid {peed 
as in France we could have got five or fix. The 
cold now hourly increafed, and at length be. 
came {fo fharp, that we found the river Hoamly, 
one of the largeft in China, almoft frozen over: 
a whole day was {pent in breaking the ice, and 
we paffed it with much trouble and difficulty, gg built 
On our arrival at Pekin, we found the cout jg™*h 
in mourning for the Emprefs Dowager; the rivul 
courts of juftice were fhut up, and the Emperor of th 
gave no audience: but the 27 days of mourn colo 
ing being over, in which the Sovereign himélf . 1 
is obliged, by the laws, to remain in folitude, #™ t 
he fent one of his officers to fee how we did, i" 
and to afk us fome queftions; fome time after buil 
we were fent for by the Tribunal who had 
paffed the fentence of banifhment upon us; 
where the Prefident, gave us a fmall piece of 
varnifhed board, wrapped up in yellow taffety, 
and on this board was written, among other 
things, that we might ufe our inftruments, and 
fettle in what part of the Empire we pleafed. 
We had not yet had the honour to attend on his 
Majefty ; for thefe formalities were to precede 
our audience; but we had fcarcely thus got our 
difcharge, when two eunuchs entered, to inform 
the Prefident, that he muft attend with his 
brethren in a particular court of the palace; @ 
and we were informed of the ceremonies ufed 
on fuch occafions. a 
We were then carried in chairs to the firt 


courts of a prodigious length, built pee anc 
with 
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with houfes of different kinds of archite€ture; 
but the buildings of none of thefe courts were 
very extraordinary, except the large fquare 
fruétures over the arches through which we 
paffled from one court into another. Thefe in- 
deed made a ftately appearance, they being 
built of white marble, though worn rough 
t (vith age. Through one of thefe courts rana 
¢feiivulet, over which were feveral {mall bridges 
» Mol the fame kind of marble, but of a whiter 
colour and better workmanfhip. 


(aa oe DS 


, The grandeur of this palace does not confift 
», fy the noblenefs and elegance of the architec- 
i, etre but in the prodigious number of its 
Mouldings, courts and gardens, all regularly 
q mcipofed. What chiefly ftruck me, as being 
. Mmot firgular, was the Emperor’s throne, of 
f Wvhich the beft defcription my memory will af- 
, ford me is the following: in the midft of one of 
a Mtncle courts is a fquare bafe or folid building 
do! an extraordinary extent, adorned on the 
4. top with a baluftrade much in the European 


fafhion, this fupports another {maller bafe, alfo 


is 

‘. ncompaffed with a baluftrade, over which are 
wt Meplaced three more of the fame kind, each 
m @eclening in bulk, as it arifes above the other. 


On the uppermoft is a large hall, the roof of 
which is covered with gilt’tiles, and fupported 
. Wy the four walls, and as many rows of var- 

uthed pillars, between which is feated the 
 Metrone. Thefe vaft bafes, with their baluftrades 
nt ec White marble, thus rifing above each other, 
id wrth a palace on the top glittering with gold 
+h Weld varnifh, have a very fine appearance, efpe- 
cially 
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cially as they are thus placed in the midft ofa 
{pacious court, furrounded by four flately rows 
of building: and were its beauty enhanced by 
the ornaments of the Greek and Roman archi. 
tecture, and by that noble fimplicity, fo much 
valued in our buildings, it would be doubtlefs 
as magnificent a throne as ever was raifed by 
art. : 

After a quarter of an hour’s walk, we at 
length came to the Emperor’s apartment, the 
entrance of which was not very {plendid ; but 
the antichamber was adorned with marble, 
{culpture, and gildings, the neatnefs of the 
workmanfhip being more valuable than the 
richneis of the materials. But the fecondyy 
mourning not being over, the prefence cham 
ber was ftill difrobed of all its ornaments, ant 


could boaft of none but the prefence of the—i™' 


Sovereign, who fat on a fopha raifed three feet 
from the ground, covered with a plain white 
carpet, that took up the whole breadth of tha 
room. By him lay fome books, paper and ink 
He was cloathed with a veft of black fattin fur 
red with fable, and on each hand {ftood a row 
of young eunuchs plainly habited, and ung 
armed, with their legs clofe to each other, ant 
their arms extended downwards along thei 
fides, which is efteemed the moft refpettt 
pofture. | 
Being come to the outer door, we haftec 
for fuch is the cuftom, till we came to theen 
of the chamber oppofite to the Emperor. The 
{tood for a moment all abreaft in the poftu 
the eunuchs were in. Next falling on 0 
knees 
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knees, and joining our hands, we lifted them 
up to our heads, in fuch a manner that our 
ams and elbows were of the fame height. 
We bowed thrice to the ground, then rifing 
food as before. The fame proftration was re- 
yeated a fecond and third time, when we were 
ordered to come ‘forward, and kneel before 
his Majefty, who treated us with the greateft 
ood nature, and having afked us fome quef- 
ions relating to the grandeur of France, the 
length of the voyage, and the manner in 
which we had been treated by the Mandarins, 
et us know that he was difpofed to grant us 


Jenrefh favours, and then difmiffed us. He was 


fomew hat above the middle ftature, and though 
pretty corpulent,. was lefs fo than a Chine/e 
ould wifh to be: he was full vifaged, disfi- 
gured with the fmall pox; had a broad fore- 


mancad, little eyes and a {mall nofe. In fhort, 
‘ta though he had not an air of Majefty, he hada 


nee 


look of great good nature. 

From his apartment we went into another, 
where a Mandarin treated us with tea, and, 
refented us from the Emperor, a fum w orth 
about a hundred piftoles ; this prefent might 
eem but inconfiderable from fo great a Prince; 
ut in Chiza it is a very extraordinary one, 
where it is a maxim with the great, to take as 

uch, and give as little as they can. On the 
btwer hand, ‘he loaded us with honour, and or- 


ktred one of his ofhicers to wait on us to his 
lwoufe, 
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CHAP. iL: 


: Of the Cities, Houfes, and chief Buildin 
of China. ee 


E KIN, which fignifies the north court, i 

the chief city of China, and the ufual fe: 
of the Emperors; it being thus rammed to di 
‘tinguifh it from Nankin, or the fouth court 
where the Emperor formerly refided, it bein 
in the fineft and moft commodious fituation 0 
any city in the empire; but the continual in 
curfions of the Yartars obliged the Empero 
to fettle in one of the northern provinces 
where he might be always ready to oppo 
them. /ckin was the place fixed upon for thi 
purpofe, it being fituated in the goth degre 
of north latitude, at .a {mall diftance from t 
famous ‘Chinefe wall. Its neighbourhood t 
the fea on the eaft, and the great canal ont! 
fouth, afford it a communication with fever 
fine provinces, from which it draws part of tt 
fubfittance. | 

The city of Pekin, which is exa@ly {quar 
was formerly four leagues round; but t 
Tartars fettling there, forced the Chine/e to lng 
without the walls, where they foon built 
new town, which, with the old one, compote 
an irregular figure. Thus Pekiz confifts of tw 
cities, one called the Yartar’s, becaufe thé 
permit none elfe to inhabit it ; and the ot 
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CHIN A. 136 
he Chine/e, which is as large, and more po- 
pulous than the firft; both together being fix 
Meeagues in circumference. So that the city of 
MiParis, which is 10,000 paces round, is but. 
hilf as big as the Yartar’s town, and but a 
quarter as large as all Pekin. Indeed their 


‘|/Mboufes are generally no more than one ftory 


igh, and thofe of Paris are, one with another, 
fur. The ftreets of the former city are wi- 
der; the Emperor’s palace, which is of a vaft 
xtent; is not half inhabited; befides, there 

¢in that city magazines of rice for the fup- 
rt of 200,000 men, and large courts filled 
vith houfes, in which thofe who are candidates 
br their dogtors degree are examined ; which 
lone would form a very confiderable city. But 
on the other hand the Chine/e live fo clofe to- 
gether, that twenty or more of them dwell in 
4 little room as ten perfons at Paris. The 
multitude of people in the ftreets is quite 
imazing ; even thofe that are wideft are not 
fee from confufion; and at the fight of fuch 
tumbers of camels, horfes, mules, waggons, 
thairs, paffengers, and rings of one or two 
hundred perfons gathered here and there round 
the fortune-teliers, one would imagine, that 
fme unufual. fhew had drawn all China to Pe- 
kin, For the moft populous cities in Exrope 
appear a wildernefs tothis. Hence fome have 
imagined, that as only the men are here to be 
fen, the number of the inhabitants of both 
fxes muft amount to fix or feven millions of 


fouls, 
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1336 A DESCRIPTION of 
This is, however, a very erronedus compi: 
tation; and the following obfervations will 
fhew the number of ‘the inhabitants muft not 
be gueffed at from the trowds feen in the ftreets, 
As no river comes up to Pekin, the neceffary 
Be ae and commodities brought there by 
and, daily caufe a great refort to that city of 


peafants, camels, horfes, mules, waggons, &c, § 


Almoft all the artificers work at the houfes of 
their cuftomers, and even the {miths carry with 
them their furnace, anvil and tools, and retum 
home at night. AH perfons above the vulgar 
never go abroad but on horfeback, or in chairs, 
with a numerous retinue; the Mandarins are 
conftantly attended by their inferior officers, 
following them with all their formalities ina 
kind of proceffion. In fhort, the Princes of 
the blood, and the Lords of the court, who 
are obliged to go almoft daily to the palace, are 
always atterided with a preat guard of hore. 
Thefe cuftoms, which are peculiar to China, 
greatly encreafe the throng, and make the city 
appear more populous than it really is: how: 
ever, I think I fhall not be very wide of the 
truth, if I allow the inhabitants to amount to 
two millions. | 
Almoft all the ftreets are built in a diret 
line, the largeft being about, 120 feet broad, 
anda league in length, and the fhops where 
they fell filks and China ware, which generally 
take up the whole ftreet, form a very agreeable 
vifta. The Chinefe have acuftom which adds 


to their beauty: each fhopkeeper puts out be 
fore his houfe, on a kind of pedettal, a bent 
about 
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shout 20 feet high, painted, varnithed, and 
often gilt, on which are written in large cha- 
factters the commodities in which he deals. 
Thefe kind of pilafters, thus erected on each 
fide the ftreet, and almoft at an equal diftance 
from each other, have a very pretty effect. This 
iscuftomary in almoft all the cities of Chixa, 


and in fome places I have feet them fo neat, - 


that the whole ftreet has appeared like the de- 
corations of the ftage. However, the houfes 
dre neither well built, nor of a fufficient 
height; and befides, are always peftered with 
mud or duft. There is fo much of the latter, 
that the city is generally covered with a cloud 
of it, which makes its way into the clofeft 
clofets, and notwithftanding their ftriving to 
allay it, by continually {prinkling the ftreets, it 
is not only offenfive, but prejudicial to the 
health. 

It is furprifing to fee the perfect tranquility 
maintained among fuch an almoft infinite num- 
ber of Chinefe and Tartars; for it feldom hap- 


pens in many years that a houfe is broke open 


by thieves, or any murder committed. Indeed 
fuch ftri€t order is obferved, that it is next to 
impoffible fuch crimes fhould be coramitted 


with impunity. All the great ftreets, which are 


drawn by a line from one gate to another, have 
feveral corps de garae. Day and night, foldiers 
with their {words by their fides and whips in 
their hands, are ready to chaftife thofe who 
make the leaft difturbance, and have power to 
take into cuftody whoever raifes any quarrel. 
The little ftreets that come into the greater 

N 3 have 
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1338 A DESCRIPTION of 
have gates made in the form of a lattice, 
which afford a view of 41! who pafs along: 
they are guarded by the corps de garde placed 
over againft them in the great ftreets. The 
lattice-gates are fhut at night by the corps de 
garde, and are feldom opened but to perfons 
known, who carry a lanthorn in their hand, 
and give a good reafon for their going out, 
As foon as the firft ftroke is given by the watch @; 
on a great bell, a foldier or two mutt go from § 
one corps de garde to another; and as they walk 
along they play continually on a fort of rattle. 
Whoever is found walking in the ftreets in the 
night, is examined, and if his bufinefs is not 
of a very extraordinary nature, he is taken into 
cuftody. To this it muft be added, that the 
Governor is obliged to take his rounds when 
leaft expected ; and that the officers who keep 
guard on the walls, and on the pavillions of 
the gates, where the watches are, beat on great 
drums of brafs, fend fubalterns to examine the 
quarters belonging to their refpective gates; 
and that the leaft neglect is punifhed the next 
day, and the officers broke. By this beautiful & 
order, peace, filence, and fafety reigns through: & 
out the city. ] | 
Of all the buildings of which this city con-§% 
fifts, the moft remarkable is the Imperial pa- Mis ; 
lace, of which I have already taken fome no-—% 
tice: but it is proper here to add, that it in- 
cludes not only the Emperor’s houfe and gar- 
dens, but a little town inhabited by the officers 
of the court, and a multitude of artificers em- 
ployed and kept by the Emperor; for none ee : 
; : . the 
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ithe eunuchs lie in the inner palace. The out- 
ward town is defended by a very good wall with- 
out, and divided from the Emperor’s houfe 
| Mby one of lefs ftrength. However, all the houfes 
: Hof the courtiers and artificers are low and ill 
3 Montrived, and even worfe than thofe in the 
» Meartar’s city, . 

The inner palace is formed of nine vaft courts 
built in one line. ‘The arches through which 
ou go from one to another are, as already men- 
joned, of marble, and over each is a large 
quare building, of a kind of Gothic architec- 
ure, where the timbers of the roof projeCting 
eyond the wall, are formed by other pieces of 
ood into a kind of cornice, that at a diftance 
ks very fine. ° The fides of each court are 
oled by leffer apartments; but when you come 
)the Emperor’s lodgings, the porticos fup- 
orted by ftately pillars, the white marble {teps 
cat My which you afcend to the inward halls, the 
the Alt roofs, the carved -work, varnifh, gilding 
$4 Md painting, appear extremely {plendid. [The 


ext Mhole is covered with fhining tiles of fucha - 


iful Beautiful yellow, that at a diftance they ap- 
gh: Mar as bright as if they were gilt. Another 
fas bright as the former, fprings from the 

ills, and ranges all round the buildings, and 
"Ms is f{upported by a foreft of beams, joifts and 
ars, all japaned with gold flowers on a green 
ound: this fecond roof, with the projection 
the firft, make a fort of crown to thefe 
tures, which has a fine effect. The ter- 
és on which the apartments are built con- 
bute to give them an air of grandeur. ‘They 
al¢ 
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140 A DESCRIPTION of 
are 15 feet high, cafed with white marble, andi T! 
adorned with baluftres of pretty good work. 
manfhip, open only at the fteps placed on each 
fide, and in the middle and corners of the front: 
but the afcent in the middle is only a flope off: 
marble, with neither {teps nor landing-place, 
The hall appointed for ceremonies has large ‘ 
mafly veffels of brafs placed on the platfory 
before it, in which perfumes are burnt duringiime 
any ceremony, and alfo candlefticks in the 
fhape of birds, large enough to hold flambeausiie 
This hall is about 130 feet long, and almoj 
{quare: the ceiling is carved, japaned green 
and charged with gilt dragons : the pillars tha 
{upport the roof are about fix or feven feet ij 
circumference at the bottom, incrufted with 
kind of pafte, and japaned with red; the pave 
ment is partly covered with an ordinary {0 
of carpets, in imitation of thofe of Zurfy;b 
the walls are deftitute of all ornament: they a 
very well whited, but have neither tapeftn 
looking-glaffes, fconces nor paintings. ; In th 
middle of this room is a throne under a loft 
alcove , very neat, but neither rich nor magni 
ficent. There are two other leffer halls hid! 
the former, one of them a pretty circular roo 
with windows all round, and fhining with} 
paned work of various colours: the other !s 
an oblong form.] In the view of thefe built 
ings the different pieces of architecture daz 
the eyes of the beholder. But the imperi@im 
notion the CAizé/e have entertained of alla 
is betrayed by the moft unpardoned faullie w: 


pee > ae Was ey. 14f 
Thé ornaments are not only irregular and 
kf puerile, but the apartments are ill contrived, 
chia andwant that connection which forms the beau- 
nts ty and conveniences of the palaces in Ewrofe ; 
 ofmand cannot fail of difgufting all who have the 
e, Mleatt notion of architecture. 
vem ©=The guards placed at the gates and avenues 
Mhave no other arms but their fcymitars. For- 
ing™merly the whole palace was inhabited by eu-. 
uchs whofe power and infolence grew to fuch 
height, that they became infupportable to 
he Princes of the Empire; but the laft Chizefe 
Emperors, efpecially thofe defeended from 7ar- 
ary, have fo humbled them, that the youngeft 
are made to ferve as pages, while the tafk of | 
he others is to {weep the rooms and keep 
hem clean ; and for the leaft fault they are fe- 
erely punifhed by their overfeers. 

The Emperor’s houfe is the only one at Pe- 
in that deferves the name of a palace; the o- 
fiers are extremely mean, and thofe of the 
merandees, like all the reft, but one ftory high; 
however, the great number of rooms for them- 
lves and their fervants, make fome amends 
or their want of beauty and magnificence, The 
Mmobility of China are indeed, like thofe of other 
ations, fond of making a great appearance; 
s Mut they are curbed by the cuftoms of the coun- 

my, and the danger of being taken notice of. 
Vhile I was at Pekin, one of the chief Manda- 
ms built himfelf a houfe fomewhat more lof- 
ll ary and magnificent than thereft. Forthis crime 
faullfe was accufed before the Emperor, when be- 


ing 


por even cleanly. : 


in this manner: ** Nothing in Europe is to be 


, 
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ing afraid of the confequence, he pulled it down i)/|, 
while the affair was under examination. . i 

The halls in which they plead, have little ad. 
vantage above the other houfes. Indeed they have 
{pacious courts and lofty gates fometimes em. 
bellifhed with tolerable ornaments ; but the in, 
ward halls and offices are neither magnificent 


Amon git the moft remarkable buildings is the 
famous Imperial Obfervatory,“o0 much celeiil|| 
brated by travellers, one of whom fpeaks of iti) 


** compared to it, whether for the magnificence 
** of the place, or the fize of thofe vaft brazen 
“* machines, which having been during thele 
$* feven hundred years expofed on the platforms 
** of thofe large towers, are ftill as. fair and en-g] 
‘< tire as if they were but juft caft. The diviggll]) 
$¢ fions of thofe inftruments are moft exact i) 
** the difpofition moft proper for their defignaii)|) 
* and the whole work performed with an nig 
** mitable neatnefs.” Filled with thefe high) 
ideas we vifited this famous place, and firft ensiilill|) 
tered a.court of a moderate extent, where Wali) 
were fhewn the dwelling-houfe of thofe whoggii 
look after the Obfervatory. Then turning tomy)” 
the right, we afcended avery narrow ftair-calggyiii||| 
to the top of a {quare tower, fuch as were fori); 
merly ufed to fortify our city walls: indeed ij) 
is joined on the infide to that of Pekin, and rail] 
ed only ten or twelve feet above the bulwarksgii 
Upon this platform the Chinefe Aftronome 
had placed their inftruments,which tho’ but few 
took up the whole {pace: but Father Verbi¢/; 

| | having 
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ving judged them ufelefs, had prevailed on 
»¢ Emperor to have them pulled down, and to 
ve new ones put up of his contriving: they 
ere therefore in a hall near the tower, buried 
, duft and oblivion. We faw them only thro’ 
window fecured with iron bars; when they 
peared to be very large and well caft; how~ 
er, we had an opportunity of examining more 
arowly a celeftial globe of about three feet 
iameter left in aby court, when we found that 
was of a form inclining to an oval, divided with 
ttle exactnefs, and the whole work very courfe. 
nfhort, this Obfervatory, which was of little 
oth, with refpectboth toits ancient machines, 
dits fituation,is now enriched with feveralbra- 
ninftruments fet up by FatherVerdie/’. Thefe - 
ean Armillary Sphere fix feet in diameter, 
ipported by four dragons heads, whofe bodies 
ter feveral windings are faftened to the ends 
[two brazen beams laid acrofs, that bear the 
hole weight of the fphere. Four lions of the 
ne metal ftand under the ends of thefe beams. 

e circles ate both in their interior and ex-- 
nor furface divided by lines into 360 degrees 
ch, and each degree into60 minutes, and the 
ter into portions of ten feconds each. 

An Equinoxial Sphere fix feet in diameter, 
pported by a dragon who bears it on his back, 
dftands on four brazen beams fupported by 
ur {mall lions. The defign is well executed. 
An Azimuthal Horizon of the fame diame- 
',alfo fupported by dragons. 

A Quadrant whofe radius is fix feet. A dra- 
in folded in feveral rings, and wraped up in 

| clouds, 
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clouds, feizes on all parts the plates of the ig 
ftrument to faiten them together. . | 

A Sextant, whofe radius is about. eight feet’ 
and a fine Celeftial Globe of fix feet diamete 
both likewife decorated with dragons. 

- To render this defcription the more intell@ 
gible, we have given a plate of this ftructure; 
which A, is the fteps leading to the Obiervz 
tory. B, the retiring room for thofe who mak 
obiervations, C, the Armillary Sphere. ID 
the Azimuthal Horizon. E, the Quadran 
F, the Sextant. G, the Celeftial Globe. 

But the Chinefe would never. been perfuade 
to leave their old inftruments, and make ulec 
thefe, which are infinitely fuperior to then 
without the exprefs orders.of their Emperor 
for they are more fond of the moft defetti 
pieces of antiquity, than of the moft neble1 
provements. ’Iis faid that they have watche 
the motion of the ftars above 4000 years; bu 
it isa fhame that in fo long a time they ha 
made no greater improvements. However, the 
ftill continue their obfervations, and five Mathe 
maticians {pend every. night on the tower, on 
gazing towards the Zenith, another to the eal 
a third to the weit, the fourth to the fouti 
and the fifth to the north, that nothing ma 
efcape their obfervation. They take notice< 
the winds, the rain, the air, and all unuft 
phenomena, eclipfes, the conjunction and op 
pofition of planets and of fires and meteors 
Of thefe they keep a ftri€t account, whichthe} 
bring in every morning to the Surveyor of th 
Mathematics, to be regiftered in his 
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Thefe Aflronomers are, however, very unfkil- 
ful, they take little care to-improve the fcience, 
and provided their-falary be paid, give them- 
felvesno great trouble about the changes that 
happen in the fky. -. 

in treating of Pekin it would be doing that 
city great injuitice to pafs over in filence its 
noble gates, and ftately walls. ‘The former are 


| @ embellifhed with ftatues or other ¢ carving, all 
i @ their beauty: confifting i in their prodigious height, 
| BM which at a diffance has a fine appearance. They 


: 
|Wrately but bound: together by two thick and 
\@ lofty walls forming-a a {quare fuficient to con- 
‘tain above soo men in battle. ‘lhe firft build- 
ang which refembles a fortrefs, faces the road. 
‘There is no way thro’ it; but you enter in at the 
fide-wall, where there is a gate proportionable 
‘to the rett; you then turn to the right, and meet 
with the fecond tower which commands the 
city, and has a gate like the former; but the 
gate-way is fo long that it grows dark in the 
middle. There they conttantly keep a guard, 
and a {mall magazine of - flores, Tho? thefe 
gates are’ deftitute of the embeilifliments of ar- 
chitecture, vet-on approaching Pek, thefe 1m- 
menfe buildings have an air of magnificence pre- 
ferable toour ornaments, The arches are built 
with marble, and the reft with very large bricks, 
cemented with excellent mortar. 
The walls are anfwerable to the-gates, fo 
lofty that they hide the whole city, and fo thick 
VoL, XVI. O that 
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| not like the other public buildings in China, 


confit’ of. two large fquare edifices, built fepa-. 
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that fenteries are placed upop them on’ horfe- 
back. Square towers are raifed at the diftance 
of.a bow-fhot from each other. The ditch is 
dry, but very broad and deep, and the city is 
as regularly defended by a ftrong garrifon, as 
if the people were under the continual appre- 
henfion of a fiege. . . 

(Among the mott fumptuous buildings of 
China, we ought not to omit their temples or 
pagods, erected to fabulous deities by the fu- 
peritition of the princes as well as of the peo- 
ple. Ofthefe there are a prodigious number, 
the moft celebrated of which are built in barren 
mountains, to which, however, the indutftry of 
the peopie has given the beauties and advan- 


_ tages denied them by nature: the canals cut 


at a great expence to conduct the water from 
the heights into refervoirs made for that pur- 
pole; with gardens, groves, and grottos made 
in the rocks for fhelter again{t the exceffive 
heat of the climate, render their folitudes de- 
lightful. We have given a view of one of thefe 
ftructures in the province of To-kien. 

Thete temples confiit partly of porticos, 
paved with large fquare polifhed ftones, and 
partly of halls or pavilions that ftand in-the 
corners of courts, and communicate by long 
galleries, adorned with ftatues of ftone, and 
fometimes of brafs. The roofs of thefe build- 
ings fhine with beautiful tiles japaned with 
green and yellow, and at the corners are adorn- 
ed with dragons of the fame colour, projecting 
forward. - Molt of thefe pagods have a great 
tower ftanding by itlelf, and terminating In a 

dome, 
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dome, tc which they afcend by a handfome 
ftair-cafe that winds around tt. A fquare'tem- 
ple commonly occupies the middle of the dome, 
which is often adorned with Mofaic work, and 
the walls covered with ftone figures of animals 
and monfters in relievo. . ‘Fhis is the form of 
moit of the pagods, and thefe are the habitati- 
ons of the Bonzes, or the Priefts of the idol. ] 

The frontier towérs, efpecially thofe near 
Yartary, are fortified with good bulwarks, 
towers, brick walls;.and large and deep ditches 
filled with running water : in-thefe all the fkill 
of the Chine/e engineers confifts, which is no 
wonder, fince none ele were known in Europe 


A 


TL hee 


before cannon were in ufe. Their moft fingu-_ 


lar fortification is the great wall, which extends 
from the eaftern ocean, to the province of 
Chanfi, and if all its windings be reckoned, is 
nolefs than 500 leagues long. It is fortified with 
towers, much like thofe of the cities; and 
‘where the-paffes might be more eafily forced, 
they have raifed two or three bulwarks one be- 
hind another, of an enormous thicknefs, thefe 
with the forts that command all the avenues, 
being guarded by a great number of forces, 
protect the ChAzncfe from all attempts on that 
fide. As China is divided from Yartary by a 
chain of mountains, this wall has been carried 
not only through the valleys, but over the high- 
et hills: it is every where ofa great height, 
but rather lower than the walls of their cities, 
and only four or five feet in thicknefs: it 1s 
moftly built with brick, and bound with fuch 
trong mortar, that tho” it is 1500 years fince 
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it was built, it is fcarce the worfe. This work 
was at once One of the greateft and the mot 
ridiculous ever made by man: for notwith- 
ftanding its being extremely prudent, thus to 
guard all the paffes and the eafieft avenues, 
how abfurd was it to carry this wall to the top 
of {ome precipices, which the birds can fcarcely 
seach with their flight, and to which 1t is im- 
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cend? Befides, if they could fancy it poffible 
for an army to clamber up thither, how could 
they imagine that fo thin and low a wall could 
be any defence. Yet it is amazing how the 
materials were conveyed thither, which was 
not done without a vaft expence, and the lols 
of more men than would have perifhed by the 
greateft fury of their enemies. Tis faid, that 
during the reigns of the Chixe/e Emperors, this 
wall was guarded by a million of foldiers ; but 
as that part of Ya;tary now belongs to China, 
they are contented with manning well the wortt 
fituated, but bett fortified parts. 

There are in C/iza above a thoufand for 
trefles of the firft rate; but though the ret 
{carcely deferve the name, they are all well 
garrifoned, whence fome judgment may )é 
formed of the vaft armies conftantly kept 0 
foot. 

_ But what is far more aftonifhing, is the num 
ber, the largenefs, and the government of thei 
trading towns. Thefe are generally divide 
into three claffes, the firft confifting of abov 
an huadred and fixty, the fecond of two hun 
dred and feventy, and the third of near twelv 
: hundre 
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hundred. Befides, there are near three hun- 
dred walled cities, which they confider as not 
worth notice, though moft of them are po- 
pulous, and placesof trade. ‘The largenefs of 
theie cities is not lefs amazing than their num- 
ber. Pekin is not to be compared. to Nankia, 


(ras itis now called, Kzam-nin, which was 


formerly enclofed within three walls, the outer- | 


moit of which was-fixteen leagues round; 
and though this city has loft much of its for- 
ner {plendor, yet including thofe who live in 


oOo  -- ty 


opulous than Pe&in. The ftreets are of a mo- 
erate breadth, and very well paved ; the houfes 
telow but cleanly, and the fhops richly fur- 
hed with. filks, and other coftly goods. 
fhither all the curiofities of the empire are 
nought. There the moit famous Doctors, and 
te Mandarins out of employment, ufually 
Mile, on account of the convenience of feveral 
braries filled with choice of good books. 
leit printing is fairer, their artificers more 
Mul, the language more polite, and the ac- 
\@'moother than elfewhere. Befides the river 
an, On which it is fituated, is the largeft, 
epett, and moit navigable in the whole empire. 
Nankia is famous for what is called the China 
wer, Of which it may be proper to ob- 
ve, that there is without the city a houfe 
Bred by the Chine/c, The Temple of Gratitude, 
it 300 years ago by the Emperor Yov/o, It is 
ted on a maflive bafis built with brick, and 
elyqceaded with a rail of unpolithed marble. 
und it are ten or twelve fteps, by which 
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you afcend to the lowermoft hall, the ‘floor of 
which ftands one foot higher than the bafis. 
leaving’ a walk two feet wide all round it@. 
The front is.adorned with a gallery and fome 
pillars. The roofs, whith in China are ge 
neraliy two, one next the top of the wall, and; 
narrower over that, are covered with greer 
fhining tiles; and on the infide the ceiling ; 
painted, and formed of little pieces differentl 
wrought one within the other, and this th 
Chinefe efteem very ornamental. Indeed fuel 
a medley of beams, joifts, rafters, and pinion 
appear furprilingly fingular, from our judgin 
that fuch a work muft be very expenfive: b 
it only proceeds from the ignorance of t 
workmen, who are’.unacquainted with th: 
noble fimplicity, which renders our building 


The hall has no other light befides that a 
mitted at the doors, of which there are thr 
very large ones, that opeminto the ChinaT owe 
This laft ftructure joins to the temple, and 
of an octagonal figure, each fide fifteen fe 
wide. A wall in the fame form is built rou 
it, at the diftance of two fathoms and a ha 
and being of a moderate height, fupports o 
fide of a penthoufe which iffues from the tows 
forming a pretty kind of gallery, The towe 
nine ftories high, each ftory beingadorned wig 
a cornice three feet wide at the bottom of t 
windows, and diftinguifhed by little pentho | 
like ‘the for mer, but narrower, and liket 
tower, decreafing in breadth as they increale 


height. The wall which, at the bottom aH 
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at leaft twelve feet thick, and above eight feet 
and a half at the top, is all over incrugted with 
coarfe China ware whichhas ina great meafure 


retained its beauty, though the tower has been . 


erected 300 years. The ftair-cafe within is 
narrow, andthe fteps high. Each ftory has 
a room with a painted ceiling, and,in the 
walls of the upper rooms are feveral {mall 
niches, in which are carved idols gilt. ‘Ihe 
firft floor is the moft lofty, and all-the reft of 
an equal height. ‘This tower, from the bot- 
tom of the bafe to the top of the cupola rifes 
at leaft 200 feet from the ground. ‘Towers of 
the fame kind ,are erected in almoft every 
city, and are fome of their greateft orna- 
ments. : : 
Nankin was once famous for the largenefs of 
its bells; but their weight brought the whole 
fteeple to the ground. One of thefe which is 
fill entire, is eleven feet in height, and that 
of its ear is two feet, and its outward circum- 
ference is twenty-two feet. But this is no- 
thing, when compared with feven bells at Pekzz, 
cat 300 years ago, each of them weighing 
120,009 pounds; thefe are eleven feet wide, 
forty round, and twelve high, befides the ear, 
which is at leaft three feet: but as much.as 
their bells exceed ours in fize, ours exceed 


theirs in found; which is perhaps chiefly owing | 


to their clappers being of wood. Theiebells are 
ufed to diftinguifh the watches of the right, of 
which they ufually reckon five. They begin the 
firft with itriking once, which they repeat a few 
moments after, and thus continue till the fecond 


watch, 
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watch; when they {trike two ftrokes ; at the 
third watch they ftrike three, and fo on; fo 
that thefe bells ferve as fo many repeating 
clocks. which every minute inform you of the 
time of night. -For the fame purple they in 
the fame manner beat very large drums. 

Of all the public works in China, none do 
the people fuch honour as their canals and 
bridges; nor is any thing more worthy of the 
attention of the curious. [By means of thefe 
canals the whole trade of the empire is carried 
on, with the advantage of water carriage, and 
in this manner one may travel from Canton, the 
moit fouthern city, to Pekin the mott northern, 
without travelling above one day by land. 
This, which is called the great canal, is 160 
leagues in length. . The number of thefe ca- 
nals is very furprifing; they are often lined 
on each fide to the height of ten or twelve 
feet, with fine fquare ftone, and in fome places 
_with a kind of marble of the colour of flate. 
The banks of fome of them are 20 or 2¢ feet 
high on each fide, and fome extend above ten 
leagues together in a itraight line. But what 
moit charms the éye is the great number of 
beautiful imperial barks, loaded with the bett 
productions of different provinces; many of 
them 80 tons burthen. ] ae 

As in an extent gf 400 leagues in length, 
the earth cannot be every where level, there 
are feveral cataracts, where the water is pre- 
cipitated with greater or lefs violence, accord- 
ing to the difference of the level; but the in- 
dultry of the Chizcje has found out a means 
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f remedying the inconveniences that might 
fe from them with refpect to navigation. At 
ch of thefe waterfalls live a number of men 
ho are employed in raifing the barks, Thefe 
ving drawn cables to the right and left, to 
ay hold of the veffel, in fuch a manner that 1t 
mnot efcape from them; they have {everal 
pfterns, by the help of which they raife it by 
ittle and little, till it be in the upper canal, 
nd in a condition to continue its voyage. 

In fome places where the waters of two ca- 
als have no communication, they have a me- 
tod of making the boats pais from one to the 
ther, though the “level may be above 15 feet 
liferent. At the end of the canal they have 
wilt a double floping bank of freeftone, which 
initing at the top extends on both fides to the 
water of each canal, ‘The bark is hoifted up 
he flope by means of féveral capfterns, till 
being raifed to the top, it flides down the other 
bank, like-an arrowfhot from a bow, and en- 
ting the other canal fkuds away with prodi- 
nous {wiftnefs. There are no fuch obftructions 
in the grand canal, and, indeed, the Emperor’s 
barks, which are as large as our frigates, could 
lot be thus raifed. 


mith bridges of three, five, or feven arches; that 
inthe middle is fometimes 36,. and even 40 
eet wide, and fo high that barks may pais 
through without taking down their maits ; 
thofe on each fide are feldom lefs than 30, and 
diminifh in proportion to the floping of the 
bnidge. Some of thefe bridges have but one 

| | arch, 


[Thefecanals are at proper diftances covered. 
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arch, which is fometimes femi-circular, a1 
built of arched {tones five or fix feet ‘long, an 


only five or fix inches thick. ‘Thefe arch 
mot being thick at the top, cannot be‘ftrong 
but then carts never pafs over them ;: for th 
Chinefe make ufe of porters tocarry their bale 
Several bridges have three or four great {tone 
from 12 to 18 feet long placed’on piers, lik 
planks. There are a confiderable number ¢ 
this fort neatly built over the great cana 
whofe piers are fo narrow, that thefe bridg 
teem to hang in the air. 

Many of thefe bridges are very handfome 
one two leagues and a half from Pekin, wi 
one of the fineft that ever was feen, before pa 
of it was broken down by. a land flood. ‘I 
whole was of white marble. On each fide wel 
feventy pillars, feparated by cartridges of fir 
marble, curioufly carved in flowers, foliage 
birds, and feveral forts of animals. 


ing on the backs of the great ones, fome ge 
ting off them, and others creeping betwee 
their legs. At the weft end ftood on marb 
pedeftals. the figures of two children, carve 
with the fame fkill. | 

One of the moft extraordinary bridges 
built over the point of an arm of the fea. 
is 2500 Chinefe feet in length,and 20 in breadt 
It is. fupported by 252 ftrong piers, 126 ‘ 
each fide. All the ftones are of the fame big 


nefs, as well thofe laid from pier to a ) 
| thol 


On eam 
fide of the entrance at the eaft end were twa 
lions of an extraordinary fize, on marble p@ 
deftals, with feveral lions of ftone, fome climi. 
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fe that.are laid crofswife. It is difficult to. 
ceive how ftones of fuch an enormous fize 
uld be placed with fuch. regularity, or even 
fed to the top of fuch high piers. 

In the way leading from Han-tchong-fou to 
capital, the C’hine/e havelevelled mountains, 
{made bridges from one mountain to ano- 

, and when the vallies were too wide, they 
fed pillars tofupport them; thefe bridges, 
Mich form part of the road are fo high, that 
cannot look down without horror: four 
Memen can ride abreaft upon them, and for 
rgreater fecurity, they have rails on each 


Mi Kircher obferves, that in the fame province 
bridge of one arch, extending from moun- 
nto mountain, whofe length is 400 cubits, 

Mm its perpendicular height 500 above the 
fon river, which runs under it. Of this laft 
nifhing ftructure a better idea may perhaps 
formed from the-annexed plate, than from. 
moft accurate verbal defcription.*] 

ao thefe extraordinary inftances of induftry, 
ill be proper to add, that the road from 
anfu to Hamtchoum, is {aid to be one of 

a itrangeft pieces of work inthe world. I 

Be been told}, that upon the fide of fome 
intains that. are perpendicular, and have 
telving, the inhabitants have fixed large 

$ into them, upon which they have form- 


hircher’s ‘Travels. 

Mr. Le Compte did not fee them; but what has 
iam ircady faid with refpect to the bridges of 
qe Tender tas. account at leafl probable. i 
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ed a kind of balcony without rails, extendit 
along the fides of feveral mountains. The 
unuted to thefe kind of galleries, cannot t 
vel over them without great apprehenfions ; b 
the people of the place who have mules ufed 
thefe roads, travel with as little fear and co 
cern over thefe fteep and hideous precipice 
as they could doin the plaineft heath. | 
One cannot imagine the care that 1s take 
of the common roads, thefe are as fine as pof 
ble, and are generally near So feet broad. 
about a mile and half diitance from each 
ther, are erected wooden ftru€tures about 
feet high, refembling triumphal arches, wi 
three gates, over which is wrote upon a lar 
frieze, in characters of an extraordinary fiz 
the diftance from the place'you lett, and he 
far it is to the town to which you are going, 
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Of the Cuffoms and Manners of the Chine 
their Magnificence and.Occonomy. The Poli 
cal Confiitution of the Country ; their Enterta: 
ments; the Feafi of Lanthoras; their Mar 
ages, Religion, Arts and Knavery. 


me H1E origin of the empire of China's 
: obfcure as the fource of thofe rivers th 
can fearce be difcovered. The vulgar hitto 
of its monarchy is indeed manifeftly falfe, fin 
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ed fince its foundation ; but according to their 
regular hiftory, which none of their learned 
men ever queitroned, Chiza has had its Kings 
for above four thoufand years. It feems pro- 
bable that the children or grand-children of 
Noah difperfed themfelves into _Afia, and at 
length penetrated into the moft wefterly part of 
China, where they lived at the beginning in 
families, and the Kings were fathers, to whom 
along fucceffion of years, with abundance of 
flocks, and other paitoral riches, added autho- 


ity. The foundation ofthe monarchy was | 


hid by Fosz, whofe wifdom, power, reputation 
and virtue, together with his great age, made 
the people liften to him as to an oracle. He 
regulated all private, as well as political and 
rligious affairs; thus the ftate foon became in 
1 flourifhing condition. His fubjects at firtt 
pofeffed the province of Hovan, and fome 
years after all the lands and territories that ex- 
tend as.tar to the fouth as the fea. 

The people now principally applied them- 
klves to the education. of their children,: and 
to agriculture, for which they had the higheft 
eieem ; they were laborious to excels. The 
Judges ‘and Governors of previnces were grave 
and fober, and by the equity of their decifi- 


ons gained the love and reipect of all the pee . 
ple; while the Emperor placed his highett fe-. 


licity in rendering his fubjects happy, ‘and did 
not fo much confider himfelf the Sovereign of 
agrand empire, as the father of a numerous 


fmily. -By this means the Chine/e acquired. 


lich reputation, that they were confidered by 
VoL, AVI, P all 
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all the neighbouring nations as the oracles of 
wifdom ; and it is probablethat from their firt 
origin they confidered themfelves as fuperior to 
all other men; an opinion:which they ftill ea- 
tertained after they had fuffered as great revo- 
lutions in: morals as in politics’; and became fo 
vain, that theyfancied heaven had placed them 
in the centre of the univerfe to give laws to 
mankind, the wretched outca{ts who had been 
placed on the extremities of the creation, and 
who had fcarcely the human form. But per- 
ceiving the Europeans inftructed in all the fei- 
ences, they were ftruck with aftonifhment. 
How can it be poffible, faid they, that a.peo- 
ple fo far remote from us, fhould have any wit i 
orcapacity ? they havenever perufed our books; gm 
they were never inftructed by us, and yet like me 
us, they {peak and reafon right. On feeing our 
{tuffs, clocks, watches, and mathematical in 
{trumeénts, their furprize encreafed; for theyjigrow ; 
had imagined that expert -artificers were no 
where to be found but in China. They faw 
that we were not fo barbarous as they had ima- 
gined, and in a joking way cried, ** We 
‘© fuppofed all other people to be blind, and 
‘S that nature had beftowed eyes upon nonebut® 
‘© the Crincfe; that is not univerfally true; 
‘¢ for though the Exzrupeans do not fee fo clear-™ 
‘* ly as we, they have at leaft each of them# 
‘© one eye,” 
The countenance, air, language, difpoli- 
tion and manners of the Chine/e, differ not only 
from ours, but alfo from thofe of all other na-gie 
tions.. Of the perfons of the Chine/e in genet 
| f 
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confidering that they entertain of beauty. 
They would havea man tall and fat, with a 
broad forehead, {mall eyes, a fhort nofe, great 
ears, a mouth of.a middling fize, a long beard, 
and black hair. They are naturally as fair as 
we, efpecially towards-the northy but their fa- 
ces being continually expofed to the fun, com- 
monly renders them as tawny as the Portuguefe 
in the Indies. Thofein the fouthern provinces 
ae of an olive complexion. The learned, ef- 
ecially if of bafe extraction, never pair the nails 
of their little fingers, letting them grow an 
mch long or more, to fhew that they are not 
driven by neceffity to work for their living. 
The men fhave their heads all over, except 
he crown, where they. fuffera long lock ‘to 
row; but they continually wear a:bonnet or 
weap, which civility Soubitl their pulling off. 
M@ihat worn in fummer is in the form of a cone, 
und below, and above terminating ina point. 
is lined‘ with fattin, and the top covered 
ith a fine mat, much worniin,the country : 
Owhich they add a-piece of red filk, that 
als round about it and reaches to the edges; 
mt when they walk, this filk:flows irregularly 
a all fides, and the continuali motion of. the 
ead gives it a particular pleafing grace. Some- 
mes inftead.of filk they wear long hair of a 
id fhining;red, and this is more efpecially 
ied when they ride. ‘This hair grows upon the 
gs of certain: cows, and >is naturally white; 
t they give it a tincture thatanakes-it. dearer 


P 2 | cap, 


rl we may form a pretty diftiné idea, by 


an the finelt filk. In winter they wear a pluth ° 
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cap, bordered with fable or fox-fkin: the ref 
is of fine black or purple fattin, covered with 
a flake of red filk like fattin. Nothing can 
be handfomer than thefe caps ; but they ar 
fo fhallow, that they always difcover the ears 
When the Mandarins are dreffed in their for 
malities, the upper part of the bonnet has 
diamond, or fome other precious ftone ill cu 
but inchafed in a gold button very curio 
‘wrought. - 

Their habit confifts of aveft that reaches t 
the.ground, the fkirts or fides of which are 
folded before, in fuch a manner that the up 
permott is extended to the left fide, where 1 
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vet 1 
is faftened by four or five gold or filver buttons@j Thet 
Their fleeves are wide towards the fhouldergfome 
but grow narrow to the wrift. They ina mang§in/e 
ner cover the whole hand, leaving nothing t@j the | 
be feen but the fingers ends. They keejsth@™j The: 
veft clofe about the body with a broad filk iafh@ with 
the two ends of which hangdown totheir knees flipp 
The Yartars ftick a handkerchief to it on eacli mad 
fide, with a fheath fora knife and fork ; a purlegi cove 
a tooth-pick, and other things. In fummeg§ they 
they have the neck quite bare; but in winteg§kind 
they cover it with afattin collar fattened toth@§ The 
veft, or with a tippet of fable or fox-fkin, 4M bonr 
bout three or four fingers broad, faftened being : 
fore with a button... - ce hot 

‘Over this they wear an upper garment will othe 
ffiort wide fleeves like thofe of the barreftem R' 
gowns; the ftudents wear.them very long; bu ours 
the gentlemen, and efpecially the Tartars, havin p 
them fhort. As for their under garment, the fant 


u 


afe in ABBA cals a ‘él; pair i of drawers of 
white taffety, under a very broad fhort fhirt of 
the fame ftuff; but in winter they haye a linen 
fhirt, and under it breeches of coarfe. fattin, 
quilted with cotton or raw filk. But what ap- 
pears more extraordinary, the Chine/fe are al- 
ways booted, and when any one pays them a 
vifit, they make them wait till they have drawn’ 
them on. The form of thefe boots is fomewhat 
different from ours; thofg made for riding long 
journeys are of leather, or thick, black, pinked 
gotton ; but in the city they ufually wear them 
of fattin, with a coarfe border of plufh or vel- 
vet upon the knee; befides they have no heels. 
Thefe boots are fo extremely hot and cumber- 
fome in fummer, that no people befides the C4z- 
xefe would be able to endure them, and indeed 
the working people fcarce ever wear them. 
Thefe people in public, and perfons of quality 
within doors, inftead of fhoes, wear a kind of 
flippers of black linen, or fome pretty filk, 
made to fit clofe to the foot by a border that 
covers the heel. Befides their ufual garments 
they fometimes travel in an uppér coat of a 
kind of green oil-cloth made of coarfe taffety. 
he mourning habit is fomewhat fingular, the 
bonnet, vefl, furtout, ftockings and boots be- 
ing made of white linen, and from the Prince 
to the handicraft {man, none, dare wear any 
other colour. — 

Ridiculous as this drefs may appear to us, 
ours appears much more extravagant to them ; 
in particular the large curling peruke i is acon- 
fant fubject of ridicule ; on this account they 

F'3 look 


look upon us.as no wifer than a ‘foolith ‘fet off 
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people, who, for want of beard, thould getan Mifheir 
artificial one clapped to their-chin, that ‘flrould Milver, 
reach down to'their knees. This phantattical 
head-drefs, fay they, with that prodigious heap iiihe 
of curled hair may be proper upon the ftage, Miho’ 
for a man that would reprefent the devil : butgindee: 
no peffon can have the form of a man who is#Miey t 
thus ‘difguifed. “On the other hand, nothmgg Wh 


i= 


can perfuade them that the difcovery of | ng heya 
fhanks, with a ftocking‘drawn ftrait, and clot 
breeches, can look either grave or handfome. franc 
As tothe:women, they have all little eyes,@ifhe 3 
fhort nofes, and pretty fair complexions, whichipen ¢ 
they take great care to preferve. A little collariiixteer 
of white fattin faftened to a veft, covers themers o: 
neck all-over. Their hands are always hid inf&mbre 
long fleeves. Their head-drefs ufually confifisiome 
of feveral locks ‘buckled up, and interlaced@@hains 
with ‘flowers of gold and filver. They, as welliood, 
as the'men, wear a long veft of red, blue ormllthe 
green fattin or cloth of gold; but the elderlygiftruf 
ladies, drefs in purple or black. Over thisiertais 
they have an upper garment, the fleeves offfnk t. 
which are extremely wide, and trail upon theirs fe 
ground, when they have no occafion to holdjur o 
them up. But what diftinguifhes them fromfite rez 
all the women in the world, is the fmallneis—i Tho 
of their feet, ir which lies the moft effentiall%o on 
part of their beauty. ae ble r 
The girls are no fooner born, than the nurfesf¥ell m 
take care to tye their feet extremely hard, forgPckin 
fear of their growing; but what appears moftiind fo 


jurprizing is; that this violence offered to na-fharch 


ture, 
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jure, “does not -feem to impair their ‘health, 
Their fhoes of fattin, embroidered with gold, 
fiver, ‘and filk, are‘extremely neat; and tho’ 
hey are exceedingly fmall, yet they ftudy to 
hew them as they walk; for walk they do, 
ho’ one would {carce ‘believe it poffible, and 
deed would willingly walk.all day long, had 
hey the liberty to go abroad, 

When perfons of quality pay vifits, when 
hey are upon journeys, or when they wait up- 
m the Emperor, they always appear with a 
yandeur that fills a ftranger withaftonifhment. 
The Mandarins richly dreffed, are carried in.an 
men gilt fedan, upon the fhoulders of eight or 
xteen perfons, accompanied by all the off- 
ers Of the tribunal, who furround them with 
mbrellas, and other marks of their dignity, 
me walk two and two. before them, bearing 
imiains, rods, and efcutcheons of varnifhed 
rood, upon which ate in large gold characters 
tw the titles of honour annexed to their places 
ftruft, with a bafon on ‘which they beat a 
smertain number of ftrokes, according to the 
fenk they bear in the province. Other offi- 
amtrs follow in the fame order, and fometimes 
d@our or five gentlemen on horfeback bring up 
nie rear, | 
Thofe that belong to the army commonly 
0 on horfeback, and if they are of confide- 
ible rank, appear at the head of 25 or 30 men 
ell mounted. ‘The Princes of the blood at 
‘thin, are preceded by four of their officers, 
nd followed by a fquadron of troops that 
i-March without order. The domeftics wear no 
: liveries, 
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liveries, but according to the quality of theigm 
matter are dreffed: in black fattia or painteil 


linen. J hough their horfes are neither fine no 
well managed, their trappings and harnefle 
are very magnificent ; the bit, bridle,.and fir 
rups are gilt, or elfe of filver. Inftead oflea 
ther they make bridles of two or three: twit 
of coarfe pinked fattin two fingers broad. Un 
der the horfe’s neck hang two great taffelso 
that curious red hair they wear on their bon 
nets, which are faftened to two very. larg 
brafs buttons, gilt or wafhed with filver, hung 
on rings of the fame metal. 3 

, {he Mandarins. appear: with the greate 
_ magnificence when they travel by water: thei 
barges are of a prodigious fize, adorned wit! 
Carving, painting, gilding, and decorated wit! 
their arms, flags, and ftreamers. | 

The Emperors of China never appear in pub 
lic without that fplendor that may be neceffan 
to attract the retpect and veneration of th 
people. They formerly feldom fhewed them 
{elves ; but the Zartars who at prefent poffe 
the throne, take more popular meafures. The 
prefent Emperor never marches, but at the 


head, or in the midft of an army, accompaniet 
Nothing 1s t@ 


by all the Lords of the court. 
be feen but filks, gildings, and precious {tones 
the arms, fhe harnefs of the horfes, the um 
brellas, the ftreamers, and a thoufand othe 
badges of the royal dignity, or of the particula 
quality of the Princes, fparkle every where 
Every one, on thefe occafions, knows his re 


{fpective rank, and that man would lofe hi 


he ad 


Princ 


the 1 
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head, or at Jeaft his fortune, who fhould pre- 
fume to difcompofe the order of the march. 

When he takes a progrefs through the pro- 
inces of the empire, he commonly rides poft, 
ttended by fome officers who are his confi- 
ents, and a few guards ; but in all the cities, 
and at all the difficult paflages; fo many troops 
are drawn up in order of battle, that he feems 
to ride poft through an army. 

_ He fometimes goes into 7artary to take the 
s@mdiveriion of hunting, when he is attended by 
an army of 40,000 men, who endure great 
hardfhips, and in one of thefe toilforme huntings 
there fometimes dies more horfes than he would 
ofe in a pitched battle ; but he efteems the lofs 
of 10,000 horfes as nothing. He is fometimes 
attended by thirty or forty petty Yartarian 
Princes who come to pay him tribute; and on 
biMthefe occafions the train, habits, and tents of 
mthe Mandarins are furprifingly magnificent. 
.. In nothing does the Emperor difplay greater 
{plendor than in the pomp with which he 
goes to the temple, to offer facrifices to heaven. 
@The particulars of the proceffion have been 
@eiven by Father Magalhens, and are the more 
worthy to be repeated here, as the order ob- 
ferved in all public ceremonies in China, is fo 
regular, that fhe very Emperor dares not add 
or diminifh the leaft article, It begins with 
24 trumpets,, adorned with gold coronets, and 
24 drums, each ranked in two files; 24 men_ 
with ftoves fix or eight feet long, varnifhed and 
gilt, follow in the fame order. ‘Then come 
100 foldiers bearing halberts, on eachof which 
os 1S 
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is a femicircle of iron, in the form of a crefcent 
followed:by 100 ferjeants at mace, and two off 
cers bearing pikes painted with red varnifl 
with flowers, and figures in.gold. Then ap 


io by 
t by 2 
tthe 
hants 
mbroi 


pear 400 lanthorns curioifly wrought, qoqgpus ca 
flambeaux of a gilt wood that flames like ougymers, : 
torches, 200 lances charged with huge tufts obits, 
filk, 24 banners on which are painted the figng#ss no 
of the Zodiac, and 56 others that reprefent thq@gppenc 
celeftial confteilations ; there are alfo to be feemmror 1 
200 large fans, with the figures of dragons ang offe 
other animals; 24 umbrellas ftill more maggmnd hi 
nificent, anda kmd of beaufet filled with uten « : 

tne 


fils of gold, and borne by the officers of hi 
eae. The Emperor than appears on horfe 
ack, richly dreffed, furrounded by the whit 
‘horfes, whofe harnefs is covered with 1 xn ant 
-precious ftones, and by roo of his life guard 
‘and pages, who bear an umbrella that fhade 
him and the horfe, and dazzles the fight: wit 
all the ornaments that man could erga fr: 
vent. The Emperor is followed by al 
Princes of the blood, by the Mandarins of the 
the firft order, by the Viceroys and principé 
Lords of the court, all in their formalities. Af 
ter them appear 500 young gentlemen of qua 
lity, attended by 1000 footmen,,dreffed in cargf 
nation filk bordered with‘flowers, and fpotted™ 
with ftars of gold and filver. Immediately af 
‘ter appear 36 bearing an open triumphal cha 
riot, and 120 bearers fupport another clofe 
one, fo large, that it might be taken for.an en 
‘tire apartment. Then come four chariots, 
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the two firft drawn by elephants, and the other 
two 
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0 by horfes, each of thefe carriages.is guard- 
iby a company of fifty men: the charioteers 
{the four laft are richly dreffed, and the ele- 
lants as well as the horfes are covered with 
nbroidered houfings. At length this pom- 
pus cavalcade is clofed by 2000 Mandarin of- 
ers, and 2000 Officers of the army all in rich 
bits, and marching with a folemn gravity. 
is not neceflary for the court to be at great 
pence for this pomp; for whenever the Em- 
or is pleafed to make known his intention 
) offer facrifice, they are always. ready to at- 
nd him. ae 
But notwithftanding this parade, the houfes 
the great have neither looking-glaffes, ta- 
hangings, nor wrought chairs; and 
en gildings are only ufed in the apartments 
me the Emperor and the Princes of the blood : 
their magnificence confifts in their cabinets, 


bles, and varnifhed fkreens, in their pictures, 
hich are not ~ extraordinary, andin having 


reral pieces of white fattin infcribed with a 
@oral fentence on each in large characters, 
ang here and there in the chamber. Befides 
1e, porcelain or China ware is the orna- 
nt of every houfe ; it is found on the tables,. 
qage-boards, and even in the kitchen ; for thefe 
a the ordinary veffels, out of which they eat 
i drink. There are likewife many huge 
wer-pots of it. The very architects cover 
ts with it, and fometimes make ufe of it to 
aeruit buildings. 

The Chine/e painters are very defficient in the 
of drawing, particularly of human figures, 


and 
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and they have a very imperfect knowledge ¢ 
perfpective. Tho’ itrangers are not admitte 
into the bed-chambers, yet their beds are ve 
fine; in fummer they have taffety curtair 


powdered with flowers, trees, and birds, i 


gold, filk, andembroidery. Others have cu 
tains of the fineft gaufe. In winter they mak 
ufe of coarfe fattin worked with dragons, an 
other figures; and their counterpanes are’ 
the fame tafte. They fleep on thick cotto 
quilts inftead of featherbeds ; and their bec 


fteads are of joiner’s work, fometimes finel 


wiought in figures. 

The Emperou’s authority is unbounded : 
is almoft adored by his: people, who ftile hit 
the fon of heaven, and the only matter of tl 
world. His words are confidered as oracles 
he is feldom feen, and never fpoken to but « 
the knee. In which pofture the grandees | 
the court, the Princes of the blood, nay, h 
own brothers bow to the ground, not on 
when he is prefent, but even before his thron 
All places in the empire are at his difpot 
he confe:s them on whom he thinks fit, ar 
none of them areeverfold; honefty, learnin 
long experience, and a grave and fober beh 
viour are the only qualifications in the cal 
didates; but if he diflikes their manageme 
he difmiffes them without ceremony. Heh 
even the liberty of chufing his fucceflor, wh 
he may nominate not only from the royal! 
mily but from amongft the poorett of his fu 
jects. The old law-givers have from thei 
foundation of the government, madeitaftandi 
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maxim, that a King is the father of his people, 


therefore efteem the greateit honour.° 

Yet every Mandarin may tell the Emperor 
of his faults, provided it be in a fubmiffive 
manner: and.if he has any regard for his re- 
putation, the manner in which their hiftories 
are written, is alone fufficient to. keep him 
in due bounds. A certain number of men 


who from their learning and impartiality are 


Mchofen to this office, obferve ali his words and 
Mactions, and having feparately wrote their re- 
marks without confulting each other, on a loofe 
lip of paper, each puts it through a chink in- 
to an office appointed for that purpofe. ** Such 
“ a day, fay they, his behaviour was unfea- 
“ fonable and intemperate’; he {poke after a 
mB manner that did not become -his dignity. 


“ fender, was rather the refult of paffion, than 
“ of juftice.” Orelfe, ‘* He gave fuch and 
@ fuch marks of his love to his people. Not- 
“ withftanding the commendations of his flat- 
‘ terers, he was not puffed up, but behaved 


eh 


' ry 4 99 
cal tempered with {weetnefs. 


, ear nor hope, this office is never opened during 
jo@oe Prince’s life, or while any of his family fit 
| fo the throne: but when the crown goes to 
{other line, which often happens, thefe 
e fgofe memoirs are gathered together, and b 

digoM™paring them they compofe the hiftory of 


ayi@eat Emperor, to propofe him as an example » 


Vou. XVI. Q. to 


and not the mafter of flaves. © This title they 


* The punifhment he inflicted on fuch an of- 


‘with his ufual modefty; his words were 


en. Lhat thefe men may be neither biaffed by . 
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to pofterity, if he has acted wifely, or to ex« 
ofe him to the public cenfure, if he has been 
negligent of his own duty, or the good of his 
people. ees 
‘lhe Emperor has two fovereign councils ; one 
compofed of the Princes of the blood. alone, 
and another into which the minifters of ftate 
are alfo admitted. Befides thefe there are at 
Pekin fix fovereign courts, whofe authority ex- 
tends over all the provinces of China, and who 
have different departments afligned them. One 
prefides over all the Mandarins; another has 
the management of the treafury, and the care 
of raifing the taxes; another has the care of re- 
ligion, arts, {ciences, and foreign affairs ; ano- 
ther prefides over the army ; another over the 
public buildings and palaces, and another takes 
cognizance of all criminals. In each of thefe 
courts is a Cenfor, who, though he is not of 
the council, is prefent at all the affemblies, and 
accufes the Mandarins for the faults they com: 


mit, both in their private capacities and in the 


execution of their office. °*Tis faid, that he 
who undertakes this office can never accept of 
anether, that the hope of preferment may never 
tempt him to be partial to any one, nor the 
fear of lofing his place deter him from accu- 
fing the guilty. Of thefe officers even the 


Princes of the blood ftand in awe. 

The provinces are under the immediate in- 
{pection of two forts of Viceroys ; one fort ha: 
the government of only one province ; and the 
other have under their jurifdiction, two of 
three, and fometimes four provinces, all o 

whor 
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whom have courts of the fame nature as thofe 
of Pekin; but are fubordinate tothem. ‘The 
Viceroy, in whom refides the imperial autho- 
rity, convenes the principal Mandarins of his 
shrek to take cognizance of the good or 

ad qualities of the Governors, Lieutenants, 
and inferior officers, and privately informs the 
Emperor of thofe who mifbehave themfelves, 
who are either deprived of their offices or cited 
to appear and juttify their conduét. On the 
other hand the power of the Viceroy 1s coun- 
terpoifed by that of the great Mandarins, who 
may accufe him when he acts inconfiftently 
with the good of the public, and even the peo- 
pe when opprefled ‘by him, may petition the 
Emperor forhis removal, The leaft infurrec- 
tion ‘is laid at his door, which if it comtinues 
three days he muft anfwer for at his peril, It 
is his fault, fays the laws, if difturbances 
{pring up in his family, that as, in the province 
over which he has the charge. 

[Caufes are generally decided ‘and fentence 
given by a fingle Mandarin, who, after a fhort 
procefs, and the examination of both parties, 
orders the lofer to be baftinadoed, either for 
carrying on an unjuft profecution, or maintain- 
ing a caufe contrary to equity, This is the 
common punifhment for the meaner fort ; but 
cannot be inflicted on a Mandarin, till he is de- 
prived of his office. 

The next punifhment is a collar, made of 
two pieces of wood hollowed in the middle, 
and {maller or greater, according to the nature 
of the crime ; this is put on the delinquent’s 

; Q 2 neck, 
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72. A DESCRIFTHON of 
neck, and fealed with the feal of the tribunal 
with a piece of paper denoting the nature of 
the crime, and the duration of the punrh- 
ment. | | 
Thefe,.except imprifonment, are all the pu- 
nifhments, which the C4ine/e laws permit the 
Mandarins to inflict on criminals: they may 


indeed condemn to exile; but their fentence 


muft be examined by the fupreme courts. ‘ihe 
capital punifhments are {trangling. Mean and 
ignoble perfons are beheaded; for in Ciza the 
feparation of the head from the body is. dit- 
graceful. On the contrary perfons of quality 
are ftrangled, whichis amore honourable death; 
but if their crimes are very great, they are pu- 
nifhed like mean perfons, and fometimes.their 
heads are cut off, and hung on.a tree in the 
highway. Rebels, traytors, the children who 
murder a parent, andthe fervants who murder 
their mafter are,cut in pieces. After the exe- 
cutioner has tied them to a pott, he cuts the 


_ {kin of their foreheads, and tears it by. force 


till it hangs over their eyes, that they may not 
After: 
wards he cuts off the flefh from their bodies 
wherever he thinks fit, and*when tired of this 
barbarous employment, he leaves them to the 
tyranny of their enemies, and the infults o 
the mob. 7 

As the Emperor is confidered as the father of 
his people, the greateft refpéct is paid to the 
parental authority, and onecannot imagine ho 
far this firft principal of nature is carried 


There is no fubmiffion, no point of obediencal 


whic 
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which a father cannot command, he is an ab- 
folute fovereign in his own family while he lives, 
and at his death, is honoured as a God. He 
is not only abfolute mafter of his eftate, which 
he may diftribute to whom he pleafes; but alfo 
‘of his concubines and children, whom he may 
even fell to ftrangers, if their behaviour dif- 
pleafes him; and if a father accufes his fon of 
any crime Before a. Mandarin, there needs no 
proof it; for if a father complains, they make 
no doubt but that the fon is in fault. If a fon 
is fo wicked as to mock his parents, or if he 
arrives at fuch a height of madnefs as to lay vio- 
lent hands on ‘them; the province where it 

‘Bis done is alarmed: the Emperor himfelf judges 
4 the criminal: all the Mandarins near the place 
) are turned out, efpecially thofe of that town, who 
rg have been fo negligent in their inftruétions. 
.§ che neighbours are all reprimanded for neg- 
ef lecting, by former punifhments, to ftop the 
e iniquity of the criminal before it arofe to fuch a 
te height; for they fuppofe that fuch a diabolical 
..6difpofition, muit have fhewn itfelf on other oc- 
og Cafions, and that it 4s impoflible to arrive at 
fuch a pitch of wickednefs atonce. As to the 
jeg Criminal, they caufe him to be cut in a thou- 
ofpiand pieces; they burn his mangled corpfe, 


—_ 
<7 


deftroy his-houfe to the ground, and even thofe _ 


ofthat ftand near it, and fet up monuments and 

ig memorials of fo horrid an action. 

wa Lo preferve peace and order, the utmoft mo- 

.qgdefty. and. civility are inculcated ; they have 

cgPreicribed forms of falutation and addrefs, and 

clin paying vifits a great number of troublefome 
Q..3 | cere- 
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774 A DESCRIPTION of 
ceremonies, kneeling, cringing and geftures are 
to be obferved. Their feafts are ceremonion 
= to the moft extravagant and ridiculous.ex 
‘ce 7 . 
Every gueft has a feparate table without ta 
‘ble-cloth, napkin, knife or fpoon; for eve 
thing is ready cut to:their hands; and they ne 
ver touch any thing but with two little inftru 
ments tipped with filver, which the Chine/ 
handle very dexteroufly. They begin theirfeaft 
with drinking wine, which is given: to eve 
gueft at one and the fame time, in a {mall fil 
ver or China cup, which all the guetts lift wit 
‘both hands as high as their heads, thus pre 
fentmgtheir fervice to each other without {peak 
ing, and inviting each other to drink firft. Af 
ter the firft cup a large veffel of hafhed ‘meat 1: 
fet on the table. Then every one obferves the 
- Motions of the mafter of the feafts, according 
as he gives the fign, they take their two little 
inftruments, brandifh them in the air, and af 
ter twenty different motions, ftrike them inte 
the difh, from which they bring up a piece 0 
meat, which muft neither be eaten too haitil 
nor too flowly: in all this youmuft obferve time 
that all may begin and end at once. Soon wine 
is again brought, whieh.is drank with the fame 
ceremonies as before. Then comes a fecon¢ 
mefs, which they dip into as intothe firft, and 
thus the feaft is continued, drinking between 
every mouthful, till there have been twenty 0 
twenty-four different diflies at table, and the 
have drank as many cups of wine; but the 
drink as little as they will at a time, and their 
, wine 
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wine is {mall. When all the difhes are ‘ferved, 


‘no more wine is brought, and the guefts may 


take out of any of the difhes before them ; but 


‘it muft be done when thé reft of the gueits take 


out of fome of the difhes; for order-and uni- 


formity are held facred. At this time they bring . 


in rice and bread; for as yet nothing but meat 


‘has been brought; they alfo bring fine‘broths | 


made of flefh or fifh, in which the gueits may 


mingle their rice. They fit :at table grave and fi- 
dent, till the mafter feeing they have all done 


gives the fign to rife, on which they retire in- 


to the hall or garden ; but in about a quarter of 


an hour return, when ‘they find the tables co- 
vered with fweetmeats and dried fruit, which 
they keep toeat with theirtea. This-entertain- 
ment is followed by the entrance of a company 
of ftrollers, who aét a long tedious play. 

The Chincfe have alfo'their folemn featts, 
which they celebrate with great pomp. One 
of the principal of thefe is on the rth day of 
the firft month, called The feaft of Lanthorns, 
from the multitude and grandeur of the lan- 
thorns exhibited in the evening: many grandees 
retrenching every year fomething from their ta- 
bles, apparel, and equipage, to fhew the greater 
magnificence in the lanthorns ufed on this oc- 
cafion, fome of which coit:z000 crowns. The 
largeft are above twenty feet in diameter, and 
are lighted by an immenfe number of wax- 
candles and lamps: but thofe that are more 
common are of a middling fize. Thefe are ge- 
nerally compofed of fix faces, or panes, each 
of which has a frame of varnifhed wood oer 

wit 
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with gildings, four feet high, a foot and ahal 


broad, covered on the infide with fine tranf™,: 


parent filkyon which. is: painted flowers, trees 
rocks, and fometimes. human figures, . The 


Painting is very curious, the colours lively, and. 
the wax-candles give the painting a beautifull] 


{fplendor. ‘hefe fix pannels joined together 
compofe an hexagon, furmounted at the ex 


tremities by fix carved figures that form its, 


crown. Around it are ‘hung broad ftrings of 
fattin of all colours, with other filken orna 


ments, that fall upon the angles without hiding 


the light or the pictures, The feaft of lanthorns 
is alfo celebrated by bonefires and. fireworks 
which though very agreeable, are far from be- 
ing fo fine as fome authors. have reprefented 
them. 

N otwithftandin g the excellent conftitution o 


the Chinefe government, which teaches all thefll 


rules of civility, the people are far from being 
remarkable for humanity and integrity. Tho 
gaming be forbidden to perfons in all ranks, it 
does not hinder the Ch:xzefe from playing fo 
long till they-have loft their eftates, their 
| houles, their children, and their wives, which 
_ they fometimes hazard on a card; for there is 
no degree of extravagance to which avarice 


will not carry them: but they take iba care 


to conceal their gaming. 

The men do not follow their own tafte in 
the choice of a wife; for they never fee her 
before-hand, but take her parents word, or that 
of fome old women, who area kind of in{pec- 


tors, and are employed for that purpote ; ; but® 


. are 
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ye in general in fee with the girl’s parents, 
yho reap an advantage from their daughter’s 
king thought beautiful, witty or genteel : for 
us the Chine/e buy their wives, they give more 


or lefs, according to their fuppoted good qua- © 


ities. ‘he parties having agreed on the price ; 
he contract being made, and the money paid 
own, both fides prepare for the marriage. 
hen the day arrives, the bride is carried in 
» fumptuous chair, preceded by hautboys, 
irums and fifes, and followed by her parents, 
‘lations and friends. All the portion. given 


by her father is her cloaths, and fome houfhold 


Boils, The bridegroom ftands at his door 
tichly dreffed to receive her: he opens the fe- 
lan, and having conducted her into a cham- 
ber, delivers her to feveral women invited thi- 
ther for that purpofe, who {pend the day to- 
ether in, feafting and {ports, while the hufoand 
entertains his friends in another room. ‘This 
being the firft time in which the bride and 
bridegroom fee each other, both, or one of 
them, frequently difliking their bargain, it is 
a day of rejoicing to their gueftss but of for- 
low to themfelves. The woman muft fubmit, 
though fe don’t like the man; but the buf 
band is not always fo complaifant; for fome 
0n Opening the chair to receive the bride, re- 
pulfed by he fhape and afpect, have fhut it 
again, and fent her back to her friends, chu- 
fing rather to lofe their money than take pot 
leffion of fo bad a purchafe. 

When the Zartars in the late war took Nan- 


king they formed a defign which made the 
, Chincfe 
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Chincfe merry, notwithftanding all their mil lif 
fortunes. Among the diforders committed tii;bea: 
the victors, they endeavoured to feize upon ad cx 
the women of the province, inorder to malonar 
money of them: and having carried them finder 
Nankin, {hut them up together in the magazin@in{p 
with other goods. As they were of all agdiie wx 
and degrees of beauty, they refolved to puiys | 
them into facks ; to carry them to market, aniline 
to fell the difagreeable and the handfome at tliiven; 
fame price, without the facks being opene@y ¢ 
Two crowns were the value fet on each fac 
for which the purchafer in this lottery wast 
have the chance of obtaining a woman eitherifm, 
the bloom of youth, a matron, or a wife wrink 
led with age. ‘Thus did thefe foldiers, ever ing 
folent in profperity, abufe their victory, an 
fhew themfelves more barbarous in one of thm 
moft polite cities in the world, than they ha 
been in the defarts of Tartary. 

On the day of fale there was no want of pu 
chafers. Some came with the hopes of rece 
‘vering their own wives and children, who we 
among the captives, and others were led thi 
ther with the flattering expectation that fortung 
would fayour them, and that for fo trifling 
fum they might obtain a woman blooming wit 
youth and beauty. In fhort, the novelty off 
this affair brought a great concourfe from am 
the adjacent parts. An ordinary fellow wh 
had but two crowns in the world, purchafed ‘ 
fack like the reft, and carried it off; but wa 
no fooner out of the crowd, than curiofity, 0 
@ defire to relieve the perfon in his fack, - 

} 


Min liften to her entreaties, and he could not 
“d Girbear to open it. When, to his amazement 
and confufion he found it contained an old 
oman, whom age, grief, and ill treatment had 

Nn @ndered extremely difagreeable. In the firft 
mfport of his rage he refolved to throw both 

bae Woman and the fack into the river, and. 
Mus to comfort himfelf for the lofs of his 
wney, by the barbarous gratification of his 
renge Om the innocent caufe of the vexation. 

ut fhe inftantly ftopped his hand. Son, faid 

i, be of good cheer, your lot is not fo bad 

“you imagine; take care of my life, and I 

ill render your’s happy. Somewhat pacified 
tthefe words, he took her into a houje hard 
y, where fhe let him’ know that fhe belonged . 
)a Mandarin of note in the neighbourhood, 

mm whom fhe wrote immediately. He fent her 

n equipage agreeable to. her quality, fhe cars 
ed her deliverer along with her, and was af- 
twards fo good a friend to him, that he had 
ever reafon to complain of his having laid out 
wo crowns in the purchafe. 

But to proceed, a hufband cannot divorce 
us wife, except for adultery, and in a few 
ther cafes that feldom happen; the hufband 
nay then fell his wife; but if he difpofes of 

Mer without juft reafon, both the buyer and fel- 
“mr are feverely punifhed; yet the hufband is 
hot obliged to take her again. The Chinefe 
mre generally fo extremely jealous that they 
will not fuffer their wives to be 4 moment in 


Mm)tivate even with their own brothers. The 
: men 
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men may have as:many concubines as_ the 
pleafe, “and their children have an equal clai 
to the eftate; they are indeed efteemed'’ th 
children of the wife, and they according 
call her mother. She indeed is the fole mittref 
of the houfe; and the concubines ferve an 
honour her, 

Yet the people who are diftreffed ‘ want ar 

ermitted to expofe their children. .. Thuggrom 
when the family feels the - els of penury 
when the mother falls fick, when fhe hai 
no milk, it is Common to cdadanie the poo 
helplefs innocent to perifh in the ftreets: anc 
frequently they are fo. void of humanity as tq) 
€ngage their midwives to ftifle. the females in : 
bafon of w ater, as {oon as they are born. I 
all this the Ch:ae/e, notwithitanding their boatt 
ed politenefs, are as favage as the untutorec 
Hottentots. 

[As the whole frame of the Chinefe poveltt 
ment is founded on filial piety, they pay the 
greateft honour to their deceafed parents. The 
ufual time of mourning is three years; but if 
is commonly reduced to 27 months, during” 
which they cannot exercife any public office ga" 
{o that.a Mandarin is obliged to quit his go 
vernment ; to live retired, and give himfelf uf 
to. grief. The mournin g colour is white. The 


will fometimes fell himtelf tobuy a magnificient 
coffin’ for his father. They are prohibited from . 
burying their dead within the walls of a etty, 
but are permitted to keep them in their houtes 
which they often do for feveral months, and 
even 


SRD Be! sr 
wen years, enclofed in their rich coffins daub- 
ed on the infide with pitch, and without ja- 
aned:: however, if a fon does not, at lait, 
taufe the corpfe of his father to be laid in the 
tomb of his ancefters, however diftant if may 


el@™mbe, he will lofe his reputation. | 


_ The Chinefe are Pagans of feveral fects ; one 
f the principal of which is compofed of the | 
@worthippers.of Fve or Fo; a religion brought 
warom india. Thefe believe tranfmigration, and 
heir Bonzes, or Priefts, who are frequently 


jagmgreat hypocrites, grofly impofe on the credu- 


lity of the people. Two-of thefe Bonzes one 
day feeing two large ducks in a rich farmer’s 
yard, fell on their faces before the door, and 
g@purfting into bitter lamentations, the good 
woman, who faw them from the chamber- 
indow, came down to afk the caufe of their 
fiction. They informed her, that the fouls 
of their fathers inhabited the bodies of thofe 
reatures, and that the dread of her killing 
a@iem, was what they could not fupport. The 


‘}amvoman anfwered that fhe intended to fell. them ; 


i@™put as they were their fathers, fhe would keep 


in@mtiem fafe. But, perhaps, faid the Bonzes, 


jour hufband will not be fo charitable, and 
@ien if any accident fhould happen to them: 
twould kill us, At laft, after a long dif- 
gourfe, the good woman was fo far moved 
y their tears and importunity, that to comfort 
lem, fhe committed the ducks to their care, 
ind allowed them to keep them for fome time. 
hey took them with the appearance of the 


yeateft refpect;. and proftrated themfelves 
VoL. XVI. R before 
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before the unconfcious ducks; but that ¥ 
‘evening made an entertamment ‘for fome other 
of their order, and the ducks were eaten | 
fupper. 

They likewife pet money from ‘the peopl 
by publick acts of penance, which are fure + 
procure ther the {teem and compafiion’of th 
agnorant multitude. I havefeen them, fays 
Compte, draging ‘a long iron chain, as thick 
‘one’s arm, and about 30 feet long, faftened t 
their-neck orilegs.. Thus it:is, fay they at eve 
door .as:they pais, that we expiate your faults 
wnd fure this deferves fome. alms. Others 1 
publick places ftrike their heads with arg 
bricks, till they are almoft covered with bloo 
‘One day! met.in the middle of a town a you 
Bonze, of a good mien, and with fuch ani 
genuous and modeft look as might eafily mo 
compaflion. He ftood upright in a fort of f 
dan, the infide of which was like a harrow, fi 
ef nails. with the points flicking inwards, | 


‘that -he could bend no ‘way. without . beir 


wounded. Two fellows were hired to car 
chim from houle to houfe, while he endeavor 
ed to-excite compaffion, by telling -the peop 
that -he was fhut up in that chair for-the go 
of their fouls, and was refolved never to lea 


there. wete ‘above 2000, at the value of 
pence -cach; ‘the fmalleft-of which, he f 
would derive incompdrable bleffings on thet 
Selves -and families ; fince their. cuarity. wor 
be beftowed on the God Fo, to whofe ! 
they were going to build.a temple. "2 301 
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lireSing this difcourfe to me, I adwifed him 
to leave ‘his prifon, and go to the temple of 
thetrue God, to be inftructed in heavenly truths, 
@where he might fibmit to penances.leis fevere, 
but more wholfome. He calmly replied, ‘that 
he was obliged to me for my advice; but would 
be much-mere fo, if I would buy .adozen of 
his riails, ‘which would certainly procure mea 
good journey. Here, hold your hand, faid he, 
take thefe, on the faith of a Bonze, they <are 
the beft in all my fedan, for they prick «me the 
noit; yet you fhall have them atthe fame rate 
at which I fell the others. The tone in which 
phe uttered thefe words would, on another ocea- 
-fion, have made me laugh; but I. left -bim 
with a mixture of pity and contempt. 
 The-Chinefe are, however, fometimes weary 
of paying ufelefs addrefles to their idols, which 
tre very numerous : for it often happens, that 
if after worfhiping them a great while, ‘the 

people do not obtain the blefling they deftre, 
_ Bhey ‘ufe them in.the moft reproachful manneris 
onre load them with hard names, and othens 
with hard blows: .'We.lodge you, fay they, in 
#® magnificent temple, we cover you with gold, 
ind offer to-you food and incenfe, and after.all 


Shou. are fo ungrateful as to refufe our requefts. 


“Bihey then tye the idol with cords, :phick it 
own, drag it along the ftreets, through all 
he mud and dunghills. Yet if they:foen af- 
er obtain their:defire, they then take the idol, 
od with great ceremony carry it back, and 
lace it again on its niche, after they have 
fathed it clean, fallen: down before.it, and made 
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excufes for what they have done; promifing 
that if it will forget what ‘is paft, they wil 
gild it again. ) 

Thefe fects are; however, only tolerated; the 
religion of the court, and that of the Mand: 
rins, confifts in following the precepts and 
doctrines of Confufius, an excellent moral phi 
lofopher, and thofe of the other fages of anti 
quity ; which they have intermixed with man 
idolatrous and fuperflitious cuftoms. They are 
far from abftaining from flefh, and almoft al 
the people, not only feed on the animals that 


are ufually eaten in other countries; but o 


cats, dogs, and horfes, and even on fuch crea 
tures as die of themfelves ; though their prin 
cipal food is hogs. | 
The Chinefe in writing do not ufe pens mad 
of quills, like the Europeans, nor canes or reec 
like the Arabians, nor crayons like the Samefe 
but only hair pencils. When they fit down tt 
write, they have upon the table a piece of po 


lithed marble, with a hollow at one end thagi’ 


contains a little water, into which dipping 
ftick of Indian ink, they rub it upon the4moot 

art of the marble, and into the liquid ‘in 
thus made dip their pencil. Every word has 


different character ; for they have no idea @ 
expreffing founds on paper, by the letters of aj 
alphabet. They write trom the right to thy 
left, and end their books where we begin ours: 


fo that our laft page ftands in the place of the 
firft.. 
The Chinefe paper is made of the inner ba 
of the bamboo, which is foft and white : : 
the 


’ 
' 
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they beat in clear water; after which it is 
formed into fheets by being taken up in. long 
and broad frames. Some of thefe fheets are 
ten or twelve feet long; they are exceeding 
Mwhite and {mooth, and each fheet 1s dipped in 


alum water, inftead of fize. . They have alfo 


paper. made of cotton, whieh i is, indeed, the 
whiteft, fineft; and moft uted. 

Printing Ng, which is in a manner inits infancy 
in Exrope, has been ufed from all antiquity in 
China: but their: manner of printing is very 
diferent from.ours, As they have no letters, 
they are obliged to cut:the marks which ftand 
for words on even blocks-of wood. He who 
intends to print a book has it fairly wrote, and 
then the. wood cutter glews ‘each leaf upon an 
even: {mooth pear-tree_board, and cuts out 
whatever i is not to appear when printed, leav- 
ing the characters a$-perfect as thofe of the ori- 
ginal. Having thus prepared the block, they 
rub; it over with a brush; dipped in ink, and 
placing the paper: upon it, they rub a dry ‘bruth 
gently over the back of the paper, preffing it 


down, a little, that it may imbibe the ink, and 


take the impreffion. Allthis,is done with great 


expedition, . ‘They print only on one fide of 
the leaf, and finifh a whole ‘book in the man- 
her ‘say defcribed ;, after which it is bound, 


and..covered either with:a.neat fort of grey 
pafteboard, or with fine jattin or flowered filk, 
whigh.coits little, and-.fome are-covercd by the 
binders with; red, brocade, interfperied with 
gold and fiver flowers. 

R 3 The 
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- The Chinefe have a variety of books on mo- 
rality,-on medicine, agriculture, plants, the 
military art, hiftory, aftronomy, philofophy, 
aud the mechanic. arts; romances, comedies, 
tragedies, and abundance of treatifes compofed 
by the Bonze’s, on the worfhip of the deities 
of the country: fo that: fome of their public 
libraries are faid to contain 40,000 volumes. 
~ The Chinese are well fkilled in the manage- 
ment of the filk-worm, and-in raifing amd ma- 
— Rufacturing the richeft filks; in making cab 
nets relembling thofe of fapaw; and are par- 
ticularly famous for their porcelam, fo well 
known in Ezrepe by the name of China. 
Among the other inftances of their ingenu- 
ny, that praétifed:in fiffang appears: not the 
leaft extraordinary. Befides, the line,- nets, 
and the ordinary inftruments ufed-in' Lwrope, 
which they employ as well as. we, they have 
two: methods that appear extremely odd. The 
one is praétifed in the night by moonfiine; 
they take two long firait boats, and nail on the 
fides from one erid:to the other, a board\abotit 
two feet broad, painted white, and finely: var- 


nithed. This plank flopes outward, and almot: 


touches the furface of the water: in order te 


anfwer their purpofe, they turn towards thell 


moon, that the reflection of that himinary may 


encreafe its brightnefs: whien the fifh playing#, 


and miftaking its colour, for that of the wate?, 
fpring up towards it, and either fall upon it, 


or into the boat. .So that! the fifhermen with# 


‘very little trouble foon fill their boat. : : 
c ‘ ¢. §, 1. : ¢ 


The fesond manner of fishing feems at firk 
equally furprizing : as: the 2 zropeans and others 
breed up hawks to fly at the: game; and: catch 
birds, they train cormorants to catch fifh : one 
fifherman. can: eafily ldok after a humdred of 
thent: he keeps them perched on the fides of 
his beat, waiting: patiently fer their orders, 
till they: are: come to the place defigned for. fifh- 
mc im, and: then; at the firft frgnal each takes 
its: fight, and. fires the way affiigned it. “Tis 


pleafant to fee them divide: amongft themfelves 


the- whole: breadth of the. river, or of the lake: 


they feek up and down, they dive, come up 


again, and hover over the: water till they per» 
ecive their prey; when they inftantly dart upon 
it, feize it with their beak, and bring: it to 
their mafter. When the hf is toa big, they 


help one anether interchangeably, one taking 


it by the tail and another by the head, in which 
manner they carry. it to.the boat, where the 
ment holdout longoarsor ftrong canes forthem, 
on which they perch with. their fifh, which 
they do not part with tifl they go in fearch of 
others. When they are weary they let them 


veft -a-while ; but give them nothing to eat till 


the fifhing is over; during which time the. 


throat, of each cormorant is tied with a fmall 


cord, for fear they fhould fwallow the finall 


fith, which might prevent their having any in- 


elmation to return. | 
As the land of China is incapable of main- 


taining its inhabitants, the dread of want puts 


every body in motion, and they have a thou~ 


fand methods of getting money, which other 
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nations would never think of. If indeed, they 
would accompany labour and natural induftry 
with a little more honefty, efpecially with re- 
{pect to ftrangers, they would make complete 
merchants ; but they feldom fail to cheat when- 
ever it is in their power. They falfify almof 
every thing they fell; and in particular they 
are {ail to counterfeit gammons of bacon {fo 
artfully, that people are often miftaken in 
them, and when they have boiled them a long 
time, they find nothing, when they fit down 


to eat them, but a piece of wood under a hog’s 


fkin. *Tis certain that a ftranger will be al- 
ways cheated if he buy alone, let him take 
what care he will: he fhould employ a trufty 
Chinefe, who knows all the tricks of his coun- 
trymen ; and indeed even then you will be very 
happy if he that buys for you, and he that 
fells, do not colleague together to your coft, 
and go fhares in the profit*. 

The 


~ ™* Du Halde obferves, that generally fpeaking, 


they are not fo knavifh as Le Compte here repre- 
fents them; but acknowledgés, that when they 
have to do with ftrangers, they feldom fail to 
cheat them if they can; and that they have the art 
to open the breaft of a capon, and taking out all 
the flefh to fill up the hole, and clofe it fo nicely, 
that the cheat is not perceived till the fowl comes to 
be eaten. Thefe tricks he, however, obferves, are, 
feldom praétifed on any but ftrangers; and_ that 
at a diftance from the coaft, the Chimefe themfelves 
will fcarce believe them. The brave Commodore 
Anfon found to his coft, that they were guilty of 
many other artifices equally mean and. difingenu- 
| : . ous 
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«* "Phe following :inftance will perhaps give a 


more perfect idea of their character An‘ xe- 


life Captain having bought fome bales of filk 


of .a merchant of C.xton; on opening them he 


found that they were almctt all filled with rot- 


ten filk ; upon which he reproached the C4z- 


nefe, in the fevereft terms, for his difingenuity 


and knavery ; while the other heard him very 


unconcernedly, and only made this reply : 


Blame, Sir, your rogue of an interpreter ; for he 
protified to me, that you would not cxamine the 
bales. 

-. Theirfubtility in deceiving is ftill more ex- 
traordinary in their thieves and robbers, who 
break through the thickeft walls, burn gates, 
and make great holes in them, by the help of 
a certain engine that fires the wood without 
any flame. Thus they penetrate into the moit 
private receffes, and having, it is faid, a cer- 
tain drug, the fume of which ftupifies the fen- 
jes, and cafts perfons into a deep fleep, they 
enter into the very bed-chambers without be- 
ing perceived ; and when the people awake in 
the morning, they are amazed to find their 
bed without curtains ; their chamber unfur- 
nifhed:; and the tables, cabinets, coffers, and 
every thing removed without any footiteps be- 
ing feen of the thieves but the hole in the wall, 
at which they went out with all the moveables 
of the houfe. 


ous with thofe already menticned, for which.we fhall 


.refér our readers to Vol. VIIL. of this work, pag.. 


2053 210. 
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'-There-are, however; fome few exceptions te 
this:general charaéter of the Chinefe: honefty 
and difintereftednefs are fométimes to be found 
among them ; but the examples are very. rare: 


We; however, met with a fingular inftance af 
-It in one who had not embraced the doétrines 


of Chriftianity ; for on our firft arrival, offering 
a prefent to a Commiffioner of the Cuftoms, 
he protefted, notwithitanding all our earnett 
entreaties, that he would never receive a pre- 
fent from ary man while he was in his office; 
but if one day he fhould chance to be in ano- 
ther ftation, he would, with all his heart,, re- 
ceive from us fome Ezropeaz curiofity.. 
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The Climate, Fertility, Mines, Vegetable, Beafis, 
Birds and Fifbes of China. 


HI NA is, from north to fouth, of greater 

length than Tartary ; but is net equal to it 
in breadth from eait to weft. Yet in the nar- 
roweft part it extends 360 leagues, or 1080 
miles. 

It is remarkable, that though. the northers 
provinces of China do not extend to above 42 
degrees north latitude, yet the rivers and car 
nals are frozen four months in the year; that 
is, from the middle of November to the middle 
of March: but when the wind does not blow 


from the nosth, the froft is not attended with, 


: that 
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that piercing cold, which at fuch a; time is felt: 
in Europe. This may be attributed to the ai- 
trous exhalations ariting from. the earth, efpe- 
cially when the weather is clear, which is fo 
contiant, that during the winter, the fun 1s: 
very feldom obfcured. The rainy feafon is 
only towards the end. of Fuly, and the begin- 
ning of Avgufi ; but though it feldom rains at 
amy other time, the dew that falls inthe night 
moiftens the-earth-; but this moifture dries at 
the. rifing of the fun and. is fucceeded by the 
air being filled with a dry duft, that penetrates 
the clofeit receffes ;, and has fuch an effe¢t on. 
thofe who travel on horfeback,. that they who: 
have tender eyes are obliged to cover their faces 
with a loofe veil. In. the fouthern parts of 
China the heats, during the fummer, are very: 
excelfive.. , 


China being of great extent, the nature of 


the foil is different,, according to its fituation. 
The land, like: all others, is divided into hills. 
and: plains ; but the latter are fo even, that 


ene would imagine that the @hinefe have ever 


fince the foundation of their monarchy, been: 
employed in: nothing but levelling them; and: 
their manners of meliorating their ground being: 
tolet water through it, they couldnot think of a: 
better: way‘ofrendering,the whole country. fer- 
tide, than that they have taken: ;. for was it not 
for their numerous cagals, thofe parts that lie 
higheft would: have been fubject to continual: 
drdught,; and the reft. have lain. always under 


water. . Their mountains are cut out like: a 


par of fiairs, fromthe top to the. bettom,, 
eEee ana that 
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that the rain water may fpread equally, and 
not wafh down the ground with its feeds. A 
long feries of fuch hills, furrounded with fuch 
terraffes, lofing in breadth as they gain in 
height, afford a very entertaining landfcape. 
‘Their mountains are, for the moft part, lefs 
ftony than ours, and covered with a mould that: 


is light, porous, and eafily cut; and what is 


moft furprifing, fo deep, that in moft pro- 
vinces you may dig three or four hundred feet 
in depth before you come to the hard rock.. 
Nature, however, has not every where equally: 
diftributed her favours ; [for fome places are: 
naturally fo fertile, as to yield two crops’ a 
fear; while others owe. their fruitfulnefs to-the 
indefatigable labour of the hufbandman.] She 
has been lefs lavifh of her favours in: the pro- 
vinces of Chenfi, Honan, Canton, and Fokien: 
yet even there the mountains are covered with 
a variety of ftrait and lofty trees, among which 
are tallcedars. They have other mountains, 
that produce gold andfilver, iron, tin, and 
mercury. ‘Their filver’ mines are not now 
worked; but as for their gold, the:torrents 
wath great quantities of it into the plains, and’ 
a‘number of people are folely employed in: 
looking for it among the fand and mud, where: 
it is found fo pure as to need’ no refining. 

The mines of: common copper fupply the 
empire with {mall money. But the-moft ex- 
traordinary fort of this'metal 1s white-copper, 
which is of that colour when dug out of the 
mine, and more fo-on ‘the infide than without. 
It appears by miany experiments made at'P fee 

yeepe & ees that 
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that its colour is owing to no mixture: on the 
contrary, all mixtures diminifh its beauty ; for 
when itis rightly managed, it looks exactly 
like filver; but there is a neceflity of mixing 
a {mall quantity of fome other metal with it,. 
to foften it and prevent its brittlenefs; and 
therefore thofe who. would have it keep its 
fine colour, mix it with a fifth part of filver. 

There are in China alfo many mines of pit- 
coal of which there is.a very great confumption.. 
In. the mountains are found lapis. armenus,, 
cinnabar, vitriol, allum, jafper. rubies, rock 
cryftal, load-ftones, porphyry, and. quarries of 
different kinds of marble. 

The canals: of China have been mentioned. 
among the: works which fhew the-art and in- 
duftry of the inhabitants ; and the rivers from: 
whence they derive their fources are very con- 
fiderable... The river Aéam rifes in. the prox 
vince of Yunnan, and having watered. three: 
other provinces, and runa courte of zooleagues, 
difcharges itfelf into the eafiern fea. The 
Chinefé havea proverb, that The fea has no 
bounds, and the Kiam xo bottom: and indeed in: 
{ome places they have found none; but as their 


pilots never carry.a cord of above fifty or fixty 


fathoms in length, the impoffibility of finding 
a bottom with their ordinary plummet, proba-. 
bly. gave rife to this:‘hyperbole. This river is: 
in. many places extremely rapid, and the pat: 
{fage along it is very dangerous. . 

The moft confiderable river, next to the: 
former is the Hoamio, or the Yellow River, fo 


called, becaufe:the earth it {weeps. away with’ 


it, 
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it, efpecially in heavy rains, gives it that 
colour. The Heambo has its fource at the ex- 
tremity of the motintaims that bound the pro- 
vince of Soxtchouen im the weft: from thence it 
rims into: Zartary, were it flows for fome time 
along the great wall and re-enters China be- 
tweem the provinces of Chanfi and Chenf ; it 
then waters feveral other provinces, and: after 
flowing 6co leagues, difcharges itfelf into the 
eaft fea, not far from the mouth of the Kaw. 
This river ts very broad and rapid, but neither 

very deep nor navigable: befides thefe, there 
are abundance of other rivers in China,, that.are 
more ecommodious for trade and commerce ; 


- but as they afford nothing uncommon, we fhall 


not: enter into a pastieular onpine of 
them. 

China aMfo abounds with lakes, one of whieh, 
named. the Fax, is thirty leagues: in eircum< 
ference, and is. like the fea,, fubject to florms ; 
indeed almoit every province has lakes of a 
prodigious extent; thefe have a commynica- 
tion with the rivers and canals, and are well 
ftocked with fith. : 

The plains. are extremely: beautiful, they: 


are all cultivated, and fo afraid are she. inha~ 


bitants. of lofing an inch of ground, that they 
have neither hedge nor ditch.. All the worthern; 
and wefiern. provinces bear wheat, barley, fe- 
veral kinds of millet. and: tobacee;, with black: 
and yellow peafe, with which they feed thei: 
horfes,. as we do with.oats: the plains te the; 
fonth, bemg a watery country, prodyc¢ res 
” hufbandmen. firdt fave it: lidoe other -_ 
an 
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that are in greater efteem among the natives ; 


_ and'wrinkled lite a prune. Ananas, guavas, 


oe Re roe 
and when it is grown about two feet from. the 
ground, pull it up by the roots,. and fet it i 
in ftrait lines checquetwife, in {mall parcels = 5 
like fheaves, that the ftalks may fupport each: | 
other, and the eafier refift the wind. 

The foit is proper for all manner of fruits + 
it produces apricots, peaches, pears, apples, 
figs, grapes of all kinds, andefpecially excelleny 
mu{cadines. ‘There are alfo pomegranates, wal- 
nuts, chefnuts; and in general all that we have i 
tn Exrope; but as the Chine/e are ftrangers to i 
the art of grafting, they are for the moft part 
miferior in-goodnefs to ours, and there is no. 
great variety among each diftinct fort.. 

In the fouthern: provinces. grow other fruits 


for befides oranges of feveral kinds, lemons, 
and citrons, which were many years ago 
brought into Europe, there are other fruits that 
have a fine tafte and flavour, that feem pecu- 
Karly natives-of the country ; particularly what 
they call the lichi, which is of the fize of a 
date, and has a foft pulp of a very agreeable 
tafte, which it partly lofes on its becoming dry, 


bananas and cocoas have been-tranfplantedfrom 
the neighbouring iflands. Befides thefe there 
is a‘tree which bears a fmall fruit that in fhape, 
eolour, fhell, and tafte, is extremely like a 

ea, This tree is common in feveral provinces, 
and in refpect' to its’ height. its fpreading 
branches, and the thicknefs of its trunk, is 
excelled by few. | | 


~~ 


Tome 


196 A DESCRIPTION of 


' But among the trees that.are moft likely te 
raife the envy of the Lwreseans are the four fol- 
lowing. The firft is the varhifh-tree, which 
is of a {mall fize. and has.a leaf refembling the 
wild cherry: a. gum. diftils: from: it~ drop. by 
drop like the tears of the turpentine-tree ;' and 
if an incifion be made in it, it yields a'greater 
quantity of liquor ;. but then ‘it foon deitroys 
the trees. This varnifh is much ufed, and, is 
greatly efteemed by the artificers: it: takes all 
colours alike, and if it be well managed, nei- 
ther lofes its luitre by. the changes of the air; 
nor the age of the wood to which it is: ap- 
lied. 

, There is alfo another tree from which ali- 
quor is obtained that differs but little from 
varnifh. 

Another is termed the tallow- tree. This j is 


as large as a high cherry-tree; the leaves are 


of a lively red, and of the fhape of a heart; 
the fruit is contained in a rind, which, when 
ripe, opens in the middle like a chefnut : it 
confifts of white kernels of the fize of a hazel- 
put, whofe pulp has the properties of tallow, 
and of which candles are accordingly made. 
The white wax-tree is no lefs extraordinary. 
It -is not fo tall as the tallow-tree; and has 
longer leaves and a whiter bark. A {mall 
kind of worm fixes itfelf to the leaves,...an 
forms a fort -of combs much fmaller than-an 
honey-comb, the wax of which. is very hard 
and fhining,, and. ofa far greater vane than 
the common bees-wax.] 
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» They have moft kinds of woods that are to: 
be 
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be found in Larape, and feveral others, among 
which is the tfe-tam, or rofe-wood, which iis of 
a reddifh black, and full of fine veins that feem 
painted. This wood i is fit forthe fineft fort of 
jOiner’s work. 

_ [Among the fhrubs, the moft extraordinary 
is that of tea, which is diftinguifhed into 
feveral different forts. One of the principal of 


them is the fong-lo, which we call green tea. 


It is planted in the manner of vines, and if not 
cut will grow feyen or eight feet high. The 
flower is white, and in the fhape of a rofe; in 


the autumn, when it drops off, there appears. 


a berry in the fhape of a nut, a hittle moitt, 
and of no bad tafie. 

There is another fort of the tea fhrub: which 
grows in the province of Fo kirn, and is called 
vui, or bohea. The only difference between 


this tea and the former, is, that the leaves of. 


that are longer and-fharper pointed, and thofe 
of the latter of adarkercolour. ‘his dait be- 
ing efteemed more fahitary, is mo generally 
ufed. throughout the empire. 

.From this fhrub. are prepared three forts of 
tea; the firft, of the tender leaf when newly 
planted, which is leldom expofed tofale; but 
ferves to unake prefents of, and to fend to the 


Emperor: this is called man-cha,: or imperial. 


tea.. The fecond confilis of leaves of ‘a fenfi- 
ble growth, and is efteemed a very good fort. 
‘Fhe. re-uaining leaves -are fuffered to arrive at 
their full grow th, and this makes a third fort ; 
an afourth 4 is made of the flower itielf.. 

> There: 
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There are alfo feveral other kinds of teas; 
but they are very little different from the two 
principal forts, except in what sowing to the 
nature of the foil in which they are planted. 
The flowering trees and fhrubs are very: nu-. 
merous throughout the empire. In: thefe-the 
Chincfe have the advantage of the Bzroprans, 
as the Exrop-ans have of them with regard to 
flowers: that {pring from feeds, and fmalt roots. 


_ Barge tzees are to be feen there, whofe blofloms 


perfectly refemble tulips 5 the flowers of others 
are like rofes, which intermixed with: the green: 
leaves make avery beautiful appearance. 

Among the animals is an odoviferous deer, 
which is without horns ; the hair is of a blackrth 
colour; and’ its mufk bag is compofed: of a 
very thin. fkin, covered with exceeding fine 
hair: the flefh is goad‘ to-eat, and ferved up at’ 
the beft tables. 

Among the other animals: are horfes, which 
are very. indifferent, fmal¥ affes and mules, 
fomecows and buffaloes, white goats-and black 
hogs. which laft are excellent food, greatly fue 
perior to the pork of Exrope. There are alfo 
a@. prodigious number of bucks, does, wild boars, 
elks, hares, rabbits, and fquirrels. 

In the fouthern provinces ase parrots of al 
forts,exactly refemblingthofe brought from dme-~ 
rica. ‘They havethefame plumage. and the fame 
aptnefs for talking : but they are not compar~ 
able to the bird called the goldem hem. There 
is no bird in. Europe any thing like it. The 
livelinefs.of the red and-yellow, the phime on 
the head, the delicate fhadowing of the tail, the 
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vartety of colours in the wings, together with 
a well fhaped body, render it the moft beautt- 
ful of the feathered: kind ; befides, the flefli is 
more delicate than. that. of: the pheafant.. 

But it is certain that the Fongwhang, whole 
figure ts often pated, and fet off with a vaft 
number of ornaments, is only a fictions: bird, 
hike the pheenix. : 
_ There are prodigious mymbers ef tame ducks 
in China, and the natives -hateh: the egys inthe 
oven, or i dung, ane putting the young.oncs 
in boats, carry them to the fea fliore at: low 
water; where: they feedon oyfters, and other 
fhell-fith : feveral hoats go tagether, whence 
many: flocks of thefe ducks: are intermixed up- 
en the fhore ;. but! asfoon as the mem ftrike on 
@ bafon, itis faidj that-each flock returns to-its 
own beat as pigeons do to their houfes- 

There are alfo in fome parts of Chiaa, abun 
dance of -wild anid) tame: peacocks; and: like- 
wile geefe, woodcacks,. partridges, pheafants, 
quaals,; all thefe laft are very conimon, and 
are fold exceedingly cheap. wo 
- Therearebutterfliesinthe provinceof Qrazg- 
tong {o much efteemed,. that the.largeitand mafk 
uncommoen: are fent to court; where: they:be- 
come a part of certain ornaments in the palace. 
Their colours are furprizing lively: and diverti- 
fied. In: the day time: they: appear without 
motion on the:trees, and are eafily’ taken irt 
the evening they begin to flutter about, much 
hike our bats, and fome of them,. when their 
wings are extended, feem ta be as large. | 
| aed eg SINR 6! .. These 
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-'Fhere is fearce any fort of fith in Europe, but 
what is to. be met with in China, as ‘lampreyss 
carps, foals, falmon, trouts,\fturgeons ; be- 
fides many of an excellent tatte, that are quite 
unknown to us. 

One.of thofe moft efreemed | is the armour 
fith, fo called .from its back, belly, and fides 
being covered with fharp ‘feales, regularly 
placed in rows one over another, much like the 
tiles on the roof of a houfe. © It.is an admir- 
able.fith of about 40 pounds weight; it is ex 
ceeding white, and in -tafte refembles veal. 

In-calm weather they catch another fort of 
delicate fith, called by the people’ of the coun- 
try the meal fifh, from its exceeding whitenefs. 
There are fuch prodigious fhoals of them in 
the fea near the province of Ayang-ncn, that 
they commonly take .400 weight of them” at 
the draught of thenet. — 

- One 7 the beft fort of fith China affords, 
refemble s a fea bream, and weighs five or fix 
pounds,- and is fo cheap. ‘that it is commonly 
fold for the value of about.a farthing:a pound: 
and for only about twice as much on its being 
carried twenty leagues up the country. ) 

In the province of Kyang:nan are very large 
fith, which coming out of the fea, or Yellow 
River, throw themtelves into vaft plains covered 
with water : but matters.are fo ingenioufly con- 
trived, that when the plains are fufficiently 
flocked with thefe aquatic animals, the people 
drain off the water, and the fifth .being left on 
dry land, are taken wathout difficulty, falted, 
and fold to the merchants at a very cheap rate. 
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In the river Yang-/e-ky ange the natives catch 
a variety of excellent fifh, and among others, 


one called whan-yu, or the yellow-fith, which - 


is Of an extraordinary fize, fome of them weigh- 


ang upwards of 800 pounds ; ; they are alfo of 


an exquifite tafte; but they are only to be 
caught at’ certain feafons, when they come 
out of the lake Youting-hw intothisriver.}] — . 

To thefe I fhall only. add the gold or filver. 
fith, as being remarkable on account of its 
beauty, whence it is kept by the grandees in 
bafons in their courts or gardens. They are 
commonly of a finger’s length, and propor- 
tionably thick, the body being finely fhaped. 
The male is of a beautiful red, from the head 
to above half way down the body, and the re- 
maining part, together with the tail, is gilded ; 
but accompanied with fuch a br ight and daz- 
ling luftre, that our beft gildings fall vaftly 
fhort of it. The femaie is white, the tail and 
fome part of the body perfectly refembling fil- 
ver. The tail of either kind is {mooth and flat, 
like that of other fifh ; but form a fort of thick 
and long tuft, that adds a particular beauty to 
this little creature." 

[We cannot conclude our account of this 
{pecies of animals, and of China in general, 
without mentioning a fingular method by which 
all kinds of fifh are difperfed into different pro- 
vinces, even before they have life. About the 
month of May, the Chinefe draw mats acrofs 
the great river Yang-ife-Ayange in order to {top 
the {fpawn, which they know how to diftinguifh 
ai firit fight, tho’ the water is {carce altered by 
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it; with this water mixed with {pawn, they fill 


many veflels, which they fell tothe merchants, . 


who go thither at that feafon in great numbers 
to buy it, and tranf{port it into different pro- 
vinces. ‘This they fell by-meafure to thofe who 
have fih-ponds belonging to their houfes. In 
a few days the young fry begin to appear in 
little fhoals; but the-different kinds of fifh 


‘cannot be foon diltinguifhed, ] 
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The End of the Sixteenth Volume. 
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A New and accurate Syftem of NaTuraw His- 
TORY: containing, 1. The Hiftory of QUADRU- 
PEDES, including amphibious animals, frogs, and li- 
zards. 2. The Hiftory of Birps, with the method of 
bringing up thofe of the finging kind. 3. ‘The Hif- 
tory of FisHEs and SERPENTS, including fea-turtles, 
cruftaceous and fhell fifhes. 4. The Hiftory of IN- 
SECTS, 65. he Hiftory of Waters, Earths, Stones, 
Foffils, and Minerals ; with their virtues, properties, 
and medicmal ufes : To which is added, the method in 
which Linnzus has treated ttiefe fubje&ts. 6. The 
Hittory of VEGETABLES, as well foreign as indige- 
nous; including an account of the roots, barks, woods, 
leaves, flowers, fruits, feeds, refins, gums, and con- 
creted juices ; together with the method of cultivating 
ithofe planted-in gardens. By R. Brookes, M. D. 
The fecont edition, in 6 vols. Price 18s. fewed; 11. 
wear 9 in the vellum manner; or 11. 4s. incalf and let- 
tered, 


A VOYAGE ROUND THE WorLD an his Ma- 
jefty’s fhip the Dolphin, commanded by Commodore | 
Byron. In which is contained a faithful account of 
the feveral ;places, people, .plants, animals, -@c. {een 
on the voyage; and among ‘other particulars, a mi- 
nute and exact defcription ofthe Streights ot Magel- 
lan, and of the gigantic peaple called Patagonians: 
together with an accurate account ‘ot Seven 
Iflands lately difcovered am the South Seas. Bvan 
officer on board the faid fhip. The fecond edition, 8vo. 
Price 3s. 6d. orin 18mo. 1s. 6d fewed. 
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The Hiftory cf ASTRONOMY, with its application 
to geography, hiftory, and chronology; occafionally 
exemplihed 
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‘exemplied by the globes. ‘By George Coftard, M. A. 
Vicar of Twickenham, in Middlefex, 4to. Price 
tos. 6d. Hen t 


THE CiTizEN OF, THR WORLD; or Letters 
from a Chinefe Philofopher, refiding in London, to his 
friends in the Eaft; 2 vols. third edition. Price Six 


Shilliags bound. 


Arias Minimus. ILLUSTRATUS: containing 
fifty-twe pocket maps _of)the world,-ditawn and en- 
graved by J. Gibfon ; revifed, corrected, and improved 


aby E. Bowen, -geo apher to his Majefty.---To which 


are added, a Defcription of the feveral Empires, 


.Kiagdoms, States and: Provinces. of the known 
World, their feas; harbours, rivers, and mountains: 


with an account. of the air, foil, and climate of each’: 
and the government, cuftoms, religion, and manners 


of the inhabitants. Price qs. 6d. bound in*the vellum 
‘manner. _ 
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New andaccurate Ma Ps of the counties of England 
and Wales, drawn from the lateft furveys, by J. Gib-.- 
fon. Price bound 4s. : 


The. Hiitory -of Mec LENBURG, from the firft fet- 
ment of the Vandals in that country: to’ the’ preferit 


-time; including a period of. about ‘three*thoufand - 
‘years. Price 5s. bound. ~ 


A Defcription of MIL LENIUMHALL, and thecountry 


- adjacent; together with the charaéters of the inhabi- 


tants, and fuch hiftorical: anecdotes and reflections as 
may excite in the Reader~proper fentiments of hu- 


 manity, and lead the’ mind to the love of virtue. By 


a Gentleman on his travels. . Third edition. Price - 
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